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Abbreviations list:
• DWCD: Department of Women and Child Development, Government of Maharashtra
• SDG: Sustainable Development Goals
• PRIs: Panchayati Raj Institutions
• SHGs: Self-help Groups
• CSOs: Civil Society Organizations
• DCPOs: District Child Protection Officers.
• DCPUs: District Child Protection Unit.
• CMPOs: Child Marriage Prohibition Officers
• CWCs: Child Welfare Committees
• AWWs: Anganwadi Workers
• ANM: Auxiliary Nurse Midwife
• TOT: Training of Trainers
• CDPOs: Child Development Project Officers
• LHVs: Lady Health Visitors.
• VCPCs: Village Child Protection Committees.
• PCMA 2006: Prohibition of Child Marriage Act 2006.
• ECM: Ending Child Marriages.
• CEO’s: Chief Executive Officers.
• NYK: Nehru Yuva Kendra.
• ZP: Zilla Parishad
• NA: Not Answered
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SAKSHYUM
Training of Trainers (Frontline Workers) Program Report
of Marathwada Region

1. Introduction
Maharashtra (112 million inhabitants, 9.28% of India’s population) is India’s foremost state
ranked on GDP in the country. Despite this, Maharashtra has high rates of child marriages and
accounts for 20 million (approx..9%) child marriages in the country.
In Maharashtra, socio-economic- factors such as poverty, high dowry and marriage expenses,
and concern for the safety and security of girls, particularly after they attain menarche have
further pushed the demand for early marriages. The absence of education and skilling
opportunities coupled with poor implementation of laws have contributed to high rates of
child marriage in districts of Maharashtra. The high rates of teenage pregnancies and underfive stunting in these districts are indicative of this fact. Prevention of Child Marriage is
essential as it can lead to a reduction of under-five mortality, under-five stunting, and
malnourishment. It could increase the population’s earnings and productivity. Each year of
secondary education may reduce the risk of child marriage by six percentage points on
average.
Ending harmful practices against girls including child marriages is a globally acknowledged
goal (SDG no 5.3). India is committed to this goal and aims to achieve it by 2030. Current
projections show that we are far away from this goal. As one of India’s foremost states,
Maharashtra has the resources and ability to end child marriages and aim for Zero Child
Marriages by 2030.
To this end, UNICEF and the Centre for Social Behaviour Change Communication (SBC3) have
embarked upon various interventions. In the first phase, 5 districts with a high incidence of
child marriages are covered- Aurangabad, Jalna, Nanded, Hingoli, and Osmanabad.
One of the activities planned under this project was the Training /Capacity building workshops
for stakeholders/frontline workers including PRIs, SHGs, CSOs, Block level WCD officers,
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DCPOs, DCPUs, Ward level Education officers, CMPOs, Ward level Labor dept officers, Local
Police, CWCs, AWWs.

2. Process of the TOT:

Step 1: Discussion with District officials for ECM:
To Orient, the Hon’ble District Collectors, DWCD’s, Dy CEO’s, and District Health officers about
the Ending Child Marriage program, the District team had several meetings in October and
November. The team has oriented all the officers including DCPO’s, Training Facilitators of the
Health Department, CDPOs about the Online Orientation and offline TOT program for the
Frontline workers. A permission letter for conducting Need Assessment for developing the
online orientation program and Offline TOT Program was submitted to the DC’S, DWCD’s, Dy
CEO’s, and District Health Officers in November 2020. (Annexure 1 Sample Letter to District
Official)

Step 2: Need Assessment:
SBC3 conducted a Need Assessment Study using Google forms, in November – December
2020 to assess the knowledge of Anganwadi Supervisors and ANMs with regards to child
rights, child protection, child marriage, and COVID-19.
The Study indicated that areas where there was a presence of AWW and ASHA workers,
showed a positive impact on delaying the age of marriage among girls and boys. However,
the study also showed that AWW and ASHA workers were poorly informed about laws against
child marriage. They were thus, not able to intervene in situations of child marriage in their
areas of work.
Meetings with the district officials and AW Supervisors brought out the need to train the
AWW and ASHA as they are closest to the communities and have household access. However,
considering the vast numbers of AWW and ASHA workers in each district, it was decided to
conduct a TOT for the AW supervisors and the ANMs (who supervise ASHA workers). Please
refer to the Training Needs Assessment Report (Annexure 2 )
The study brought out the following major findings:
1. The respondents were not clear about the legal age of the child which most believed
to be 14. The legal age in a majority of laws for children in India, except the Child labor
Act is 18. This is a fundamental understanding of how a child is perceived and his/her
5
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needs and rights are understood. This is particularly a problem as most of these
respondents also lead teams of frontline workers who work directly with children.
Lack of clarity can negatively impact the quality of their work and interventions.
2. The respondents’ understanding of when a girl is ready for marriage is fundamental
to how child marriages are addressed. Most knew that 18 was the legal age for
marriage but did not see it as the minimum age. Very few opted for girls to complete
their education and even fewer felt that girls need to be mentally ready for marriage.
This shows that they do not see the need for girls to have a choice in the matter. This
fundamental belief can act against the legal knowledge where they may fail to see the
need to intervene if girls below 18 are being married.
3. More AWWS were aware of the legal steps to be taken for preventing child marriages
in their area. So, while they suggested counseling for parents as a means to stop child
marriages, they also opted to inform the CMPO and the CHILDLINE services to protect
the child. LHVs however, were not very aware of these systems and felt that
counseling parents were the best way. Significantly, the majority of the respondents
were aware of the CMPOs designated at the village level but they may not be clear
about his/her role in stopping child marriages.
4. Both these groups need to have a thorough understanding of the legal processes to
intervene effectively in the cases of child marriage in their areas of work. Thus, training
on these mechanisms will be essential.
5. However, most of the respondents had heard about PCMA 2006. Contextualizing this
information with the previous findings, it is clear that knowledge of PCMA 2006 is
limited to the age of the girl and boy but not regarding the actual provisions in the
law.
6. Only about 50% of the respondents were aware of all the laws for child protection.
this knowledge is also not uniform across any category of respondents. This means
that most of them have either heard of the law or some aspects of some of the laws.
The information they possess is not likely to be complete or accurate enough to enable
them to use the provisions effectively.
7. Most respondents had a good understanding of the role of VCPCs.
8. Knowledge about schemes was not uniform. This means that they may not be able to
advise communities on how to access these schemes.
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9. It is important to note that nearly 25% of the respondents were not aware of the
CHILDLINE number which is a fundamental, well-publicized child protection
mechanism. This is a cause for concern.
10. The respondents wanted to be trained in counselling skills, laws for children, and
government schemes. These, they felt were most useful in their work and will help
them to be more effective in intervening in child marriage situations.
11. Most of the respondents had a good understanding of COVID-19 protocols. However,
there were certain misunderstanding which could lead to improper treatment of
COVID-19 patients. This needs to be addressed.
Topics for training identified as an outcome of the Needs Assessment:
1. Child rights
2. Laws for child protection- JJ Act, PCMA
3. Gender roles and empowering girls
4. Child marriage- causes, prevalence, and impact
5. Skills- counseling, communication
6. Schemes for children
Step 3: District-level officers Discussion for Planning TOT's
For planning TOT programs District team conducted several meetings with the District
Women and Child Development Department, District Collector, and Health Department. Due
to COVID 19 outbreak, It has been agreed to conduct the training program by following the
physical distancing norms. The letters from the respective departments with the names of the
trainers for participation were issued by concerned departments. (Annexure 3 For the letter
to the Health, ICDS department for the participation in the TOT Program.)
Step 4: List of Master trainers with the letter:
After receiving the list of the master trainers from the relevant departments. An orientation
call was made to every participant, regarding the training program with the logistical details.
An online registration google form was developed for the participants with the declaration
about
the
health
situation.
(Annexure
4
Registration
form)
Please
refer:(https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdolhp19kC2VChVwhKT2443yVNBbAMU
N7hMtSzDpIDk-IWWTA/viewform?usp=sf_link) for a sample link for Osmanabad District.

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

7

Step 5: Development of TOT and Cascading Module:
All efforts were put in for making the TOT module inclusive and acceptable by the Trainers.
The various drafts were shared and meetings were held to confirm the Modules. After the
confirmation received from the UNICEF on the content and process. It has been shared with
the Hon’ble Ms. Biraris. Asst. Commissioner, Women and Child Development Department,
Maharashtra State.
Step 6: Approval on the TOT Module and Cascading from UNICEF and WCD Maharashtra
The Draft TOT and Cascading module was discussed with Ms. Alpa Vora, Child Protection
head, Maharashtra, and Ms. Harsha Mehta, C4D Officer, UNICEF. After approval is received
from them. It is also shared with Hon’ble Ms. Manisha Biraris, Assistant Commissioner, WCD,
Maharashtra for her comments and suggestions. The Cascading module got Introductory
Messages from Hon’ble Dr. Yashod, Commissioner, Women and Child Development,
Maharashtra and Ms. Rajeshwari Chandrasekar, Head, UNICEF, Maharashtra, Mr. Nishit
Kumar, Founder, and Managing Director, SBC3 also wrote the introduction of the cascading
module for the participants.
Step 7: Finalization of Dates from the District officials:
This process took time since the training involves the participation of two different
departments that is Health and WCD. Meetings with Dy. CEO WCD and District health officers
were conducted for finalizing the dates. In some districts, CDPO’s from the WCD departments
and Training Faculty members of Health Departments were given responsibility by the
concerned authorities for finalizing the dates and coordinating with the Participants. (
Annexure 5 DWCD, Health and ICDS Dept. letter’s for TOT )
Step 8: Master Trainers ToT program:
The master trainers' TOT programs were conducted with the arrangements of finalizing the
venues with the help of the WCD department in each district. The entire Team of DWCD and
DCPO was involved in the Planning and execution of the TOT programs. Districts like Hingoli
and Nanded’s DWCD and DCPO units have taken initiatives in following up with the
participants for their presence. Local support from the CHILDLINE team was generated for the
logistical arrangements. During the program, Accommodation facilities were given to the
participants coming from long distances. ( Annexure 6 list of the participants of District.)
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Executive Summary of the TOT Workshop:
Based on the findings from the need assessment, we developed a TOT workshop and
Cascading module for the Trainers.
Key Objective: To train Frontline workers to understand the Child Rights/Protection laws and
develop communication skills to impart essential knowledge and skills to AWW’s and ASHA
workers for prevention, intervention, and rehabilitation of the children who are likely to be
victims of Child Marriage.
1. Key learning outcomes:
Knowledge:
1. Understanding the Child Marriage situation in Maharashtra and its impact
2. Understanding the various social, economic, and governance factors that result in
child marriages
3. Understanding the provisions of the PCMA 2006.
4. Understanding their role and the process to be followed in case of child marriage.
Skills:
1. Identifying vulnerable families and children who are likely to be married early, in their
area of work
2. Intervening effectively to prevent and report child marriages
3. Working at various levels- prevention, reporting, and coordination towards ECM.
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TOT Details:
a. Dates of the TOT:
SAKSHYUM- Training of Trainers Programs are conducted in 4 Districts for the frontline
workers. The schedule of the TOT is presented in the Table Below:
Sr. No District
1

Aurangabad

2

Nanded

3

Hingoli

4

Osmanabad

Location
and
Venue
Mahasul
Prashikshan
Prabodhani,
Aurangabad
Hotel Atithi, Shivaji
Nagar, Nanded
DPDC Hall, Central
Administrative
Building, Hingoli
DPDC Hall, Central
Administrative
Building,
Osmanabad

Date
4th and 5th Feb
2021

8th and 9th Feb
2021
15th and 16th Feb
2021
4th and 5th March
2021

b. TOT Structure:
The Training of Trainers Program were held in the Four Districts of Marathwada Region. These
ToT programs were focused on providing training to Master Trainers of the ICDS and Health
Departments for imparting the knowledge and skills to the AWW and ASHA for intervening in
child marriage cases at the local level. Considering the high level of outreach and influence of
the Health and ICDS department at the Local level, these TOT programs strive to initiate the
discussion among these sister departments, build a cadre of leaders for developing the
knowledge, skills and perception for them and also with their subordinates and downline
workers.
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c. Participation Details:
Sr.No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

1)
a.
2)
a.
b.
c.
d.
3)
4)
a.
b.

Departments
Aurangabad
ICDS
31
Health
30
ICPS/DCPO
2
Education
0
Childline 1098
9
NGO
0
University Students 0
Volunteer
0
Other's
0
Total
72

Nanded
31
32
11
0
6
1
12
3
6
102

Hingoli
45
14
30
0
7
9
0
0
0
105

Osmanabad
21
8
17
11
3
4
0
0
0
64

Total
128
84
60
11
25
14
12
3
6
343

d. Participants Designation:
District Officials for Inauguration:
District Collector, CEO’s, Additional District Collectors, CWC Members, DWCD Officers, DCPO’s
were present for the Inauguration.
Master Trainers :
ICDS Department : ICDS Supervisors, Anganwadi workers, Mini Anganwadi workers
Health Department : Community Health workers, LHV( Lady Health Visitor), ANM( Auxiliary
Nurse Midwifery)
Education Department : Extension Officers
DCPO Unit: Protection officers, Legal advisors, Social workers, outreach workers
Civil Society Organizations: NGOs active in the different regions, university Professors,
CHILDLINE 1098 District Level Partners- Coordinator, Team member and Counsellor
Volunteers for support in the TOT:
NYK District level team
CHILDLINE 1098 Volunteers
The output of the TOT’s are mentioned in the form of the pre and post test conducted in the
TOT workshop.
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Duration of the Program: 2-day TOT Program.( Morning 10.00 am to 4.00 pm)

e. Schedule of the TOT Program:
The Schedule of the TOT program is finalized considering the two different departments and
their understanding based on need assessment done in the month of November – December
2020. There is a mix of Presentations, Group Activity- Discussions and Presentations by
participants, and discussion the challenges after each session.
Time
Day 1

Session

Activity

Facilitator

Inaugural and Introduction (स्वागत व परिचय)
९.३०
ते Registration, Pre- Registration, Pre- Pooja Yadav,
Test Forms and Test Forms and Kira
Bilore
१०.३० .
Breakfast
Breakfast
and
Volunteers
10.30
to Inaugural
and Inaugural
and Sarita
11.00 a.m.
welcome
welcome
Shankaran
and
Pooja
Yadav
11.00
to Ice-breaker
Matching the cards Kiran Bilore,
11.30 a.m.
Pooja Yadav
11.30 a.m.
to
11.45
a.m.

Material

Registration 80
copies of Pre-test
questionnaire,
Participants’ kit
Lamp, matches,
candle

15 sets of 3 cards
each
with
pictures

Introducing
the Pooja Yadav
Program, workshop
etiquette, timing,
feedback forms

11.45
to Tea break
12.00 p.m.
Session 1: Rights, Gender and Agency (हक्क, ल ग
िं व आत्मनिर्णय)
12.00Child Rights and PowerPoint
Nishit Kumar
12.30 p.m.
violence against presentation and
children (30 min) spot survey
Film- Roll Call
Film- The Rose
Kamala Bhasin clip

Presentation
Film- Roll Call
Film-The Rose
Kamal Bhasin clip
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12.30- 1.00 Understanding
p.m.
gender
roles,
gender
discrimination,
patriarchy,
agency
and
consent.
1.00 – 1.30 Child
marriage
p.m.
Prevalence and
Impact

Picture discussion

Sarita
Shankaran,
Pooja Yadav

Ppt of Concept
card of girl with
wings
and
questions

PowerPoint
presentation
Sakhsyum movie

Pooja Yadav, Presentation,
Kiran Bilore
Sakshyum Movie

1.30- 2.00 Lunch Break
p.m.
Session 2: Child Marriage and Stakeholders- what can you do?
(बा वववाह आणर् भागधािक- तुम्ही काय करू शकता?)
2.00- 2.10 Energiser
Belan dance
p.m.
2.10- 3.00 Child
Marriage Introduction
p.m.
Stakeholders and
their roles
Group Activity

Pooja Yadav

Recording
of
activity
Nishit Kumar Chart, multiple
name tags with
Sarita
roles
printed,
Shankaran,
chart
paper,
Pooja Yadav
sketch pens
3.00 – 4.30 Action at various Radio play- Aamchi Kishore Bilore Recording of the
p.m.
stages of Child Urmila on Child
two episodes
Marriage
Marriages
Role play
Pooja Yadav, Sheets
with
Kiran Bilore, situation details,
Sarita
cards with roles
Shankaran
PowerPoint
Sarita
Presentation
presentation
Shankaran
MovieLike
Movie- Like sisters
sisters
Day 2
10.00Registration and
Pooja Yadav, Registration
11.00 a.m.
Breakfast
Kiran Bilore
forms
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Session 3: With the Law (कायदयािंचे साथ)
11.00 a.m. PCMA
PowerPoint
to 1.30 p.m.
Presentation
POCSO

JJ Act for CNCP

1.30p.m.

Kiran Bilore

Movie- Komal
Nishit Kumar
Moviehighway
(clip)
PowerPoint
presentation
PowerPoint
Sarita
presentation
Shankaran
Movie-VCPC

Presentation
Movie- Komal
Movie- highway
(clip)
PowerPoint
presentation
Presentation
Movie- VCPC

2.15 Lunch Break

Session 4: Communication skills (सिंवाद कौशल्य)
2.15- 4.00 Communication
Self-assessment
Nishit Kumar, 80 copies of selfp.m.
and training Skills and
PowerPoint Kiran Bilore,
Assessment
presentation
sheets, 80 copies
of Am I all Ears?,
PPT
4.00 p.m to Certificate
Speech
and Pooja Yadav Certificates and
4.45 p.m
Distribution and Certificate
and
Kiran Cascading
Feedback
from Distribution
Bilore
Module.
the Participants

Presentations:
Presentations were based on Facts, Knowledge, and skills for understanding the issue of child
marriage. The basic Child Rights, understanding gender and agency was the first presentation
to enable the trainers to relate with the subject and understand the issues from its route.
Annexure 8 ( Rights Spot Survey)
The second-day presentations on the Laws are more knowledge-based to help the trainers to
develop a legal perspective about the issue of child marriage and understand the laws for the
protection of children. The facts and knowledge were supported with the Movies and films to
keep the Trainers attentive and to enhance the importance of the topic.
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Group Discussions:
Child Marriage and stakeholders- what can you do? The first-day second session, Was the
strait forward group activity for all the participants. This activity is to enable the trainers to
understand child marriage as an issue from the societal view and analysis of the role that each
of the stakeholders can play in preventing child marriage. This was to enable them with
practical knowledge of dealing with the issues of child marriage and understand the roles of
the different stakeholders for the same. Nine (9) important stakeholder's roles are analyzed
during this activity – Mother, Father, Teacher, Girl, Panchayat Member, ICDS
Supervisor/ASHA Workers, DCPU, Marriage Facilitators, Relatives. This has helped the
Trainers to bring out the factual reasons of the child marriages and draw solutions together
that is locally possible. The later part of the session is also to open a route for the wider
discussion for prevention, intervention, and rehabilitation of children affected by child
marriage. Discussions were focused on the Prevention of child marriages by counseling of
family and child, improving access to education and health facilities for adolescents,
strengthening VCPC’s and motivating reporting of child marriage cases.
A unique part of the process was Amchi Urmila, a radio play. It is developed and broadcast
over Community Radio Stations by SBC3, on behalf of UNICEF. The radio play focussed on
Child Marriage with the use of a case in a village. Participants were split Into groups of
different Stakeholders and asked to hear the half play. Then, they were asked to Nominate
one leader from their group. The Nominated representative of each group was asked to go
out of the room and write a script for developing the 2nd half of the radio play. Then the
group used to perform the play with their solutions. Thereafter, the 2nd half of the Amchi
Urmila play was played out to all the groups and the differences between the approaches of
the stakeholders and the version in the play were analyzed.
Activities :
Communication skills were the most activity and demonstration-based session. This session
is to enable the Trainers to understand the effective communication skills while presenting,
and intervening with different groups. This session is to also build the confidence of the
Trainers and motivate them to work effectively and positively for achieving the larger goal of
ending child marriage in Maharashtra.
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Feedback:
At each TOT, participants were asked to fill up a Feedback form. The Feedback form was
designed to achieve objectives: get participant’s feedback on the TOT including
arrangements, design of the TOT, knowledge, and skills gained, change in view after the TOT
program about the child marriage, and need for the capacity building of other stakeholders,
programs for eliminating the child marriages. Each of the feedback is important to understand
the level of knowledge and skills gained by the participants. A total of 221 participants across
TOT filled the Feedback forms.
Following are Key Feedback points:
1. Participants have raised the demand for capacity building of the Gram Sevak being a
CMPO or assigning the duty of CMPO to a different officer.
2. Participants raised the question that after stopping marriages, the girl child is moved
from the village along with relatives and married. There is an increase in these types
of cases. There is a need to strengthen the follow-up mechanism locally.
3. It has been shared by the participants that, they were also part of child marriage on
some of the other day, and were not able to do anything either because they were
part of the family or belongs to the same village. But since through this training they
have got enough information to respond to the child marriage, they will not support
any child marriage and will intervene for stopping the same.
4. DCPO and CHILDLINE 1098 members have shared that they were not being supported
by the Gram Sevak and Sarpanch. Most of the time they are being threatened to harm
if they get into the cases.
5. Coordination between the ICDS, Health Department and Education is important for
the protection of each child.
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f. Feedback forms Analysis:
The TOTs for frontline workers’ training were conducted in four districts- Aurangabad,
Hingoli, Nanded, and Osmanabad were conducted in February 2021. A feedback
questionnaire was distributed at the end of the training. Following are the highlights
of the feedback received from the participants in these training:

District
Aurangabad
Nanded
Hingoli
Osmanabad
Total

Total No.
60
36
68
57
221

1. Feedback on training sessions: Most of the participants in all four districts rated all the
sessions as either most liked or liked a lot (i.e 3 or 4). This indicated that they had liked the
training sessions and found it interesting.
2. Knowledge and skill gained: Most of the participants felt that they had definitely gained new
information regarding child marriage. Almost everyone felt confident that they could impart
this information to the AWW and ASHA workers. They also expressed confidence in being able
to identify and intervene in cases of child marriage.
3. Activities to reduce child marriage: Nearly all the participants rated all the measures listed in
the questionnaire to be of utmost importance, in reducing instances of child marriage. This
included strengthening the law and its implementation, educating the community, educating
girls and boys and also, mass media campaigns.
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Overall findings of Pre- Post Tests:

1. Response to pre and post-test:
A total of 161 pre and post -test forms were analyzed across the four districts. 344 participants
registered across the four districts but only 46% of them filled out both pre and post-test forms. Thus,
the analysis presented here is for less than 50% of the total participants only.

District

Aurangabad
Nanded
Hingoli
Osmanabad

No of pre
Total
and post-test
participants
forms
72
48
102
25
105
43
65
45

% of
forms
filled
66.67
24.51
40.95
69.23

A majority of the participants in Aurangabad and Osmanabad filled out the forms but did not do so in
Hingoli and Nanded.

48.89

48.89
Reasons
for child marriage (Osmanabad)

50.00

42.22

40.00

33.33

30.00
13.33

20.00
8.89
10.00

0.00

4.44

0.00
Ignorance of law

Low value for girls Fear of elopement
Pre-test %

NA

Post-test %
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Departments

Aurangabad
Total
PreNo of and
Partici postpants
test
29
23
4
1
24
19
0
0
15
5

ICDS
ICPS/DCPU
Health
Education
Others
(Childline,
Local
NGO,
Volunteers,
students etc.)
Total
72

48

Nanded
Total No
of
Participa
nts
31
11
32
0
28

Preand
posttest
11
0
12
0
2

Hingoli
Total No
of
Participa
nts
46
18
25
0
16

Preand
posttest
18
7
17
0
1

Osmanabad
Total
PreNo of and
Particip postants
test
21
19
17
2
8
8
11
10
8
6

102

25

105

43

65

45

As seen in the above table, most of the representatives of the DCPU unit under the ICPS, did not fill
out pre-test and post-test forms. in the ChildLine representatives as well as NGO representatives also
filled out very few forms. In many instances, post-test forms were not filled out as, on the last day of
the training, most of the participants were in a hurry to leave the venue.

2. Knowledge regarding the definition of a child:

Legal age
of child
Below 18
Below 16
Below 14
NA
Total

Aurangabad

Nanded

Hingoli

Osmanabad

PrePostPrePostPrePostPrePosttest % test %
test % test %
test % test %
test % test %
67.44
97.67
82.22
93.33
85.42
85.42
80
92
9.30
0.00
0.00
2.22
0.00
2.08
8
4
20.93
2.33
17.78
4.44
12.50
12.50
12
4
2.33
0.00
0.00
2.22
2.08
0.00
0
0
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100

The above table provides a comparative picture of the response to the question on the legal definition
of a child. In Aurangabad, Nanded and Osmanabad, the range of participants who chose the correct
option during pre-test, was between 80-85%. However only 67% of the participants in Hingoli knew
the correct answer. However, Hingoli also showed the biggest change in terms of post-test responses,
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where 97.6% of the participants gave the correct response. This indicates that, in all districts, there
was increased understanding on the definition of a child. This is important because, during the training
needs assessment, a significant proportion of respondents felt that a child is a person below the age
of 14 years. The training has helped them clarify this issue.

3. Knowledge of UNCRC:

Children
under
UNCRC

Aurangabad

All children
Poor
Children
Disabled
children

NA
Total

Nanded

Hingoli

PrePostPrePosttest % test % test % test %
80
92
91.67
97.92
8
4
2.08
0.00
6.25
0
100

Pretest %
83.72
11.63

Osmanabad
Posttest %

PrePosttest % test %
95.35
93.33
97.78
2.33
4.44
2.22

2.08

12

4

4.65

2.33

0.00

0.00

0
100

0
100

0
100

0
100

0
100

2.22
100

0.00
100

There was a high level of knowledge regarding UNCRC, among the participants. Almost all the
participants had heard about it. The proportion of participants who were familiar with the scope of
the UNCRC was lowest in Nanded, followed by Hingoli. The proportion of participants who were able
to answer correctly after the training, increased in all the four districts, thus indicating the
effectiveness of the training program.
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4. Laws for Child Protection

Law for
child
protection
Child
Labour Act
Juvenile
Justice Act
POCSO
NA
Total

Aurangabad

Nanded

Pretest %

Pretest %

Posttest %

20.83
64.58
12.50
2.08
100

29.17

40.00

47.92 52.00
20.83
8.00
0.00
2.08
100
100

Hingoli
Posttest %
40.00
48.00

Osmanabad

Pretest %

Posttest %

32.56

11.63

39.53

65.12

12.00

25.58

23.26

0.00
100

2.33

0.00

100

100

Pretest %

Posttest %

28.89

20.00

64.44
6.67
0.00
100

60.00
17.78
2.22
100

The participants in all the districts showed some difficulty in contextualizing child protection laws. The
JJ Act is the main law under which all children needing care and protection are included. In most
districts, the knowledge of the JJ Act was low. During the pre-test, participants from Aurangabad and
Hingoli seemed to be more knowledgeable about the JJ Act. However, in both these districts, many
participants chose POCSO as the main law for child protection. This is probably because they were
unable to see child protection needs across various situations. Also, child sexual abuse is seen as the
most heinous crime against a child and participants saw child protection only from the point of view
of CSA. This made many participants change their responses in the post-test. This response indicates
confusion regarding the law and lack of clarity regarding child protection issues.
5. Person to report regarding child marriage

Person to be
informed
about child
marriage
CMPO
District Judge
Sarpanch
NA
Total

Aurangabad

Nanded

Hingoli

Pretest %

Posttest %

Pretest %

83.33
0.00
16.67
0
100

89.58 88
96
2.08 0
0
8.33 12
4
0
0
0
100
100
100

Posttest %

Osmanabad

Pretest %

Posttest %

67.44

81.40

4.65

4.65

27.91

13.95

0
100

0
100

Pretest %

Posttest %

80.00
0.00
17.78
2.22
100

95.56
0.00
4.44
0.00
100

As seen in the above table, a majority of the participants, across all 4 districts, were aware that the
CMPO is the person who should be informed in case of a child marriage situation. However, in Hingoli,
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only 67% participants were aware of this, as compared to over 80% in all the other districts. It is
significant that the percentage of participants who were able to answer correctly increased drastically
in the post-test. This was a result of the training inputs.

6. Reasons for child marriage

Reasons for
child
marriage
Ignorance of
the law
Low value
for girls
Fear of
elopement
NA
Total

Aurangabad

Nanded

Pretest %

Posttest %

Pretest %

Posttest %

60.42

56.25

72.00

27.08

25.00
18.75
0.00
100

12.50
0.00
100

Hingoli

Osmanabad

Pretest %

Posttest %

Pretest %

Posttest %

60.00

60.47

74.42

48.89

48.89

16.00

20.00

16.28

16.28

42.22

33.33

12.00

20.00

23.26

9.30

0.00
100

0.00
100

0.00
100

0.00

100

8.89
0.00
100

13.33
4.44
100

In all districts except Osmanabad, the participants felt that people continue with child marriages
because they are not aware of the law. In Osmanabad, a significant number of participants felt that
low value accorded to girls was an important cause for child marriages. In the post test, most of the
participants associated this gender discrimination with fear of elopement. Thus, larger proportions of
participants chose this option in the post-test. While this indicates that they have internalized the
issues discussed during the training, they are not able to contextualize and link it to child marriage.
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Training of Trainers Program Reports- District Wise
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Report 1: Aurangabad TOT program
i.
ii.
iii.

Venue : Marathwada Mahsool Prashikshan Prabodhani, Aurangabad
Date: 4th and 5th Feb 2021
Participants: 72
Sr. No.

iv.

1

Department
Women & Child Development

2

Health

3
4

Childline 1098
ICPS
Total

Total
Designation
Number
Anganwadi Supervisor 31
BNO
3
LHV
14
ANM
12
DCM - NRHM
1
Team
9
Team
2
72

Welcome and Inauguration:
The TOT, Started with the registration of the Participants. A Heart-warming welcome was
given to all the participants by the SBC3. Pre-test forms were given to the participants before
the TOT.
Mr. Kiran, District Coordinator, ECM Project Provided the Brief introduction about the
program and welcome all the Dignitaries of the program on the stage. Dignitaries were
felicitated with flowers by SBC3, DCPO and DWCD office staff.
To light the lamp of hope, courage and knowledge for ending child marriage among the
frontline workers, a lamp lighting ceremony and Savitrimai Phule picture was garland with
flower were held in presence of Dignitaries.
Context Setting by Nishit Kumar:
Mr. Nishit Kumar, Founder and Chairman, SBC3, given the introductory speech, he mentioned
that UNICEF and SBC3 in collaboration are working on the Child Marriage issue in the
Maharashtra from last Two and half years. We have developed a Social Behaviour Change
Strategy for ending child marriage with thorough research. he expressed his apologize for
speaking in Hindi.
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He started his speech by mentioning that Maharashtra is Ranked Number 1 in the GDP in the
India, we have stock market, film industry, major technology hubs and various industries here
in Maharashtra. We are blessed with the thoughts of legends whose birth place is
Maharashtra like Dr. Ambedkar, Jyotirao and Savitri mai Phule, Bal Gangadhar Tilak also the
legendary sports person Sachin Tendulkar. But we need to think that why there is higher
literacy rate in Kerala, 75% of girls in Kerala are completing their 10 years of schooling and in
Maharashtra the percentage of girls completing 10 years of schooling is only 46.7%.
He provided information about the NFHS 5 Data, where he mentioned that out of 100, 35
children are stunted in Maharashtra. He explained that stunting means child height does not
in proportionate with his age. When the child weight is less than 2.00-2.25 kg at the time of
his birth, he is more potential to get in to the risk of stunting. When child is stunted, science
has proven that his IQ will be around 80, that’s called Moron IQ. The person with this IQ Will
not be able to complete his education nor learn any skills. Stunting causes due to the bad
health of the mother, parameters like growth in mother’s weight during the pregnancy should
be 10 -12 kg, is only possible to achieve when the mother is not anaemic . Mothers BMI should
be more than 18 and if she is stunted, than her Pelvic bone structure will not be able to carry
a child with the weight of 2 to 2.5 kg.
He mentioned that in Maharashtra out of 5, 1 Marriage is Child Marriage. Child marriage is
the biggest reason to give birth to the stunted children. it is important to End Child Marriages.
It is very important to educate every child, and provided with 10 years of schooling, if the girl
child is educated, she can earn and take decisions for herself and also regarding her marriage
at right age. This will turn in to delay in pregnancy and will be able to deliver the healthy child.
He mentioned that we have done a need assessment for this two days Training program, on
the basis of those responses we are able to develop this TOT module. This TOT is combination
of Knowledge and skills for all the participants. Participants will enjoy all the sessions for 2
days.
Speakers View :
Hon’ble Ms. Harsha Deshmukh, District women and Child Development Department,
Aurangabad, Hon’ble Mr.P.Y.Mirkale, Deputy CEO, WCD, ZP, Hon’ble Mr. Dr. Sudhakar Shelke,
District Health officer, Aurangabad were present for the Inauguration Ceremony.
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Mr. P.Y. Mirkale, Deputy CEO, WCD, ZP shared his view that the issue of child marriage is
ignored and under rated most of the time. The Covid 19 pandemic has observed increase in
the Child Marriage. This has a direct effect on the society.
Ms. Harsha Deshmukh, District women and Child Development Department, Aurangabad
shared her experienced of challenges that the District women and Child Development
Department is facing at the ground level. She mentioned that Local level CMPOs along with
the ICDS Department should play role in identifying the cases of child marriage and abuse.
They should take lead in intervening in these cases.
Mr. Sudhakar Shelke, DHO, expressed that the child marriage has social and cultural
dimensions attached to it. There is need to change in the behaviour of the society, this will
need support from all the important stakeholders.
After this Ms. Kiran, thanked everyone for such a valuable suggestions and motivational
words. He asked Ms. Pooja Yadav, head of Program, State, Ending Child Marriage Program(
UNICEF) to provide the details about the Schedule of the TOT and Rules that everyone needs
to follow during the TOT program.
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v.

Sessions brief :
Session 1: Rights, Gender and Agency
Activity 1: Child Rights and Violence against Children
Facilitator : Mr. Nishit Kumar
Brief about the Activity:
This Activity was focused on understanding the concept of rights from the Legal and
Constitutional Perspectives with the Power point Presentation.
Spot Survey : The survey was to understand the understanding of the Trainers about the
Rights, Constitution and UNCRC( United Nations Convention on Rights of Children). Only One
Trainer, scored 20 out of 20 marks in the spot survey.
Key Messages:
1) Origin of the rights concept is in the 20th Century, after the world war I and II.
2) Formation of United Nations for Peace and Justice and Development of Universal Declaration
of Human Rights
3) Relation between the Human rights and Indian Constitution.
4) UNCRC as an inclusive police for the rights of all children.
5) Child Rights- Survival, Development, Protection and Participation of every child.
6) Responsibility for ensuring the child rights is on state, and Parents, Families and communities
are classified as care givers.
7) Constitution of India Treats children equal with adult citizens. Entitlements for children in the
constitution
8) Age of child as per Indian Legislations are different.
9) India being multi-caste- cultural-religious country, affects the rights of children. children are
double marginalized if they belongs to the marginalized caste-class, in that girls experience
further marginalization due to gender.
10) Child Protection requires Prevention, Intervention and Rehabilitation program for ensuring
the rights of each child.
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This part was ended with the Roll call movie of UNICEF, the purpose of showing the movie is
to give a pictorial understanding about the situation of children in it.
About the film :
The Roll call: Source UNICEF India : https://youtu.be/OjO-L61Z3Po
Globally nearly 115 million children are involved in hazardous work. Children’s over all
development is affected due to various types of abuse Children are not subject to work for
their survival and development. The short film focuses on Children should be at school and
not at work..
Gender and Agency:
The Session was initiated with the picture of role that Girl or Women is playing the society.
The child claiming her rights by saying “mala Jagu Dya”. Let me live. The session ended with
the Kamala Bhasin short video, of “Azadi”, claiming freedom from Violence, Patriarchy,
Hierarchy, from silence, for walking freely, talking, singing, celebrating and dancing, which is
not bound by the society.
Key Messages :
1) Gender roles are imposed by Socio and cultural beliefs.
2) The Societal imposed roles develop the boundaries
3) Girls should decide their own roles, take their own decision and break the boundaries that
are stopping their development.
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Session 2: Understanding Gender Roles, gender discrimination, patriarchy, agency and
consent ( 30 min)
Activity 2: The session Started with Concept Card Discussion:

Following questions were asked to the Trainers.

i.

What do you think is the main theme of the poster? तम
ु च्या मताप्रमाणे ह्या

चित्रािा मुख्य विषय काय आहे ?
Answer: The theme of the poster is: Child Demanding the Freedom from the Child Marriage
and asking for Education. Girl wants to fly feely without any barriers.
ii.

What does the girl say about society’s notions about their capacities?

मुल ींच्या कुित ि क्षमतेच्या सींदर्ाात समाजाच्या धारणेबद्दल मुलगी काय साींगत

आहे ?
Answer: Girl should not do this or should not do that, she should be at home, serving the
family members. She is vulnerable to get raped, it is fine, if the girl don’t get education like
boys, ultimately she has to go to her in-laws and work for them. Girls should be protected.
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iii.

What according to her, is preventing her from achieving her dreams? ह्या

मुल च्या मताप्रमाणे, ततला ततिे स्िप्न साकार करण्यात काय अडिणी आहेत?
Answer: Girl is saying that notions of the societies about her are stopping her for achieving
her dreams
iv.

Who is responsible for enabling her to fulfill her dreams? मुल ला ततिे स्िप्न

साकार करण्यासाठी मदत करण्यािी जबाबदार कोणािी आहे ?
Answer: It is the responsibility of her parents, teachers and society to fulfil her dreams.
v.

Why does she appeal to society to not get her marries early? मुलगी

समाजाला का विनींती करते कक ततिे लग्न लिकर लािू नये?
Answer: Girl wanted to get good education and work like other women leaders of India. She
will lose her identity if she will get marry early. She will not be able to grow.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Key Messages :
Gender Discrimination is an outcome of Dominant Patriarchal System.
Gender Discrimination begins at home as soon as the child is born.
Major reasons of the Child Marriage is widely accepted gender norms that devalues the girls.
Lack of Access to Education and Skills ,resulted in the lack of financial independence which
reduces the ability to make decisions.
Girls individual identity needs to be nurtured and she should be given opportunities to
develop to its full potential.
Activity 3: Child Marriage How Much ? where ? and Impact
Facilitator: Ms. Pooja Yadav
This PPT presentation was focused on the NFHS 5 Data showing the Maharashtra’s rank in
child marriage and its percentage. a. District wise percentage of the child marriage and its
corelation with the Stunting of below 5 years children. b. Percentage of the girls completing
10 years of education and corelation with the increase in child marriage districts where
percentage of girl child education is less than 10 years.
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Child Marriage Cases in Maharashtra: 21.9 %
७०.
६०.
५०.

६२.४

४७.७

४०.
३०.

३१.४

२०.

४८.९ ३९.४
२८.९

१०.
०.

१९९८-१९९९

२००५-२००६

३२.५

२६.३
२०.४

२०१५-२०१६

२७.६

२१.९
१५.७

२०१९-२०२०

Aurangabad, Jalna, Hingoli, Nanded, Osmanabad are among 18 Districts with the highest
percentage of child marriage as compare to Maharashtra Average.
District
Aurangabad
Jalna
Nanded
Hingoli
Osmanabad

Percentage
35.8%
35.0%
32.2%
37.1%
36.6%
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Girls completing 10 years of education District wise Presentation:

परर्णी
बीड
धळ
ु े
सोलापरू
हहींगोल
उस्मानाबाद
औरीं गाबाद
जालना
नाींदेड
लातरू
नाशिक
जळगाि
िाशिम
साींगल
अहमदनगर
बल
ु ढाणा
नींदरु बार
पण
ु े
कोल्हापरू
ठाणे
सातारा
रायगड
अकोला
यितमाळ
गडचिरोल
मींब
ु ई उपनगर
अमरािती
िधाा
िींद्रपरू
नागपरू
गोंहदया
शसींधद
ु ा
ु ग
िहर
ई
मींब
ु
रत्नाचगर
र्ींडारा

८०
७०
६०
५०
४०
३०
२०
१०
०

बाल वििाह

१० िषे शिक्षण घेतलेल्या महहलाींिे प्रमाण

Co-relation between early marriages and stunting of children below 5 years of age- District
wise presentation.
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Key Messages:
1) Trend of Child Marriages in Maharashtra from 1998 to 2020, shows that it has reduced to
nearly 1/5th. However, this has taken a long time and we need to act now to end the child
marriages in Maharashtra.
2) Aurangabad, Hingoli, Jalna, Nanded and Osmanabad rates of child marriage are much
higher than the state average of 21.9%
3) Concern is out of 36 districts 18 districts are having the higher rate of child marriage. Out
of which 16 districts has less than 50% of the girls who archive 10 years of schooling.
Marathwada lacks the tendency of sending their girl child to get the education in another
district or taluka. There are droughts, crop failures and migration contributing factors for
increasing the rate of child marriage.
4) 13 Districts have high rates of stunting. adolescent girl lack the capacity to hold the child
in her pelvic bone since her body is not fully developed, she is also a victim of anaemia
and low BMI. Mother with these complications have shown the result of delivering a child
with the low weight. The child may become stunted and wasted. Thus, direct correlation

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

33

can be observed indicating that reducing child marriages will also ensure better health for
children.
5) Figures showing girls completing 10 years of education crosses 40% the impact on Child
Marriage starts showing but strongly impacts the CM when grows beyond 50%. This also
holds true for the 5 districts. Unless every effort is made to ensure that 50% or more girls
complete at the least 10 years of their schooling, we will not be able to make significant
changes in the ending practices of child marriages.
6) Child Marriage robs girls of their childhood and threatens their lives. Girls are likely to
experience domestic violence, creates pregnancy complications and increase is infant
mortality. Isolation of girl child impact her physically, psychologically.
7) Child Marriage has a larger impact on the health care and Economic development of the
country.
A SAKSHYUM ( Sushikshit( Educated ,Anubhavi( Experienced), Kushal ( Skiiled),Saman(Equal),
Hushar ( Intelligent ) , Udyamshil( Entrepreneurial) and Mukta (Free) children of Maharashtra)
Movie was shown to all the participants after the Discussion.
Session 3: Stakeholders to fight child marriage
Activity 1: Child Marriage Stakeholders and their roles
Facilitator : Dr. Sarita Shankaran
Brief about the session :
Participants were asked to write a social belief that support the practices of child marriage.
Participants have written the Social beliefs like Poor Economic Condition, Girl are burden,
Girls needs to be protected, Less educated parents only married their girls early, Girls should
work inside the house, Dowry for the girls marriage, girls may get pregnant very soon.
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After the Reasons/Beliefs provided by Participants Dr. Sarita, explained about the word the
Security and its corelation with the Sex of the Women. She explained that Girls protection
hidden in the threat that society having about the sexuality of the girl. We have seen that
violence against the women and children are taking place in all settings: at home, school, child
care institutions most of the time someone known to the child is abuser. It is equally
important to think beyond the sexuality of the girl child and focus on the her overall
development.
Activity 2: Role- Play based on Aamchi Urmila
Facilitator : Dr. Sarita Shankaran and Ms. Pooja Yadav
Step 1: Aamchi Urmila Play ( Episode 10) was played till 3 min 55 sec. Then it was asked to the
Participants that what is happening in the play. Than Dr. Sarita asked following question?
1) What was the main issue being dealt with ?
Answer: Child Marriage of the Rupa ( Girl Child Character )
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2) What was the reaction of the girl’s mother to the suggestions of getting her married at 14?
Answer: Her reaction was that she is small to get marry.
3) Why do you think, did the mother later begin considering marriage proposal?
Answer: Relative told her that her daughter has reach to menarche and she looks older.
Corona has weaken the financial condition and if she will get marry now, no one will ask since
very less people are allowed for the marriage.
4) Why did the girl not want to get married?
Answer: she wants to go the school, wants to earn for herself and to support her parents in
future.
5) What did she do to avoid being married?
Answer: She should inform teacher and person whom she trust the most.
Step 2: Group were divided in to 8 for playing different roles and discussing about what role
they should play to prevent the Rupa’s marriage:
Group Presentation:
1) Mother :
1. Organizing Girls marriage when she completes her appropriate age and
education.
2. Understand that Child Marriage can cause physical issues for a child and then
take decision about Girl child.
3. Will take support from CHILDLINE 1098.
4. Will say no the relatives and family for marrying a child in early age.
2) Father:
1. To provide education to child till her age of 18.
2. Providing her healthy food
3. Give her freedom to take education and learn skills which she wants
4. Don’t put pressure on child to get marry early
5. Don’t give Dowry.
3) Anganawadi and Asha Working:
1. Organizing a counselling and sessions for the Adolescent girls and parents
2. Building a rapport with the Gram Sevak and Sarpanch and communicate them
about the Child marriage cases
3. Contacting Responsible persons for stopping the child marriage
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4) Gram Panchayat members:
1. Organize a Gram Sabha and Ordinance for not supporting/Facilitating any child
marriage or not solemnizing the marriage in our village.
5) District Child Protection Unit:
1. Formation and Strengthening of VCPC’s in every village
2. Presenting the child to the CWC for her protection.
3. Taking follow up of child till age of 18 years after stopping the Child Marriage.
4. Launching a complaint against the perpetrators and facilitators for marriage.
5. To develop a coordination between Government and Non-Governmental
organizations for preventing and intervening in the child marriages.
6) Marriage Facilitators:
1. Getting more information about the Bride and groom like age, education etc.
2. Asking for age proof from the customers.
3. Refusing the order of Child Marriage.
4. Making them understand about the importance of marriage in the society by
religious priest.
5. Informing the responsible people about child marriage.
7) Teachers:
1. Making Parents and girls aware about the importance of Girl child education.
2. Counselling and monitoring of poor and illiterate families.
3. Providing information about the Laws like PCMA , PCPNDT.
8) Relatives:
1. Informing the Police Patil to stop the marriage.
2. Initiating internal discussion regarding law and punishments before marriage.
After the group presentations, participants were asked to perform their character for
completing the Aamchi Urmila play. The group performed the play, with mentioned
salutations.
Activity 2 : Power Point Presentation on Prevention, Intervention and Post-Intervention
rehabilitation for ending child marriage. What can you do?
Key Messages:
1) Ending Child Marriages needs collaborated efforts for prevention, reporting and response,
coordination and monitoring to effectively end child marriages.
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2) Change process requires the involvement of a range of stakeholders. Individual, Family,
society, institutions and environment needs to be provided with Education, Communication
and counselling, awareness and campaigns, capacity building and technical support and
strong laws and policies for ending child marriages. It continuously needs support for building
agency, demand for the change and advocacy for the changes for legal and administrative
actions.
3) It requires multi-pronged interventions such as awareness, Economic Support, legal
interventions and family support
4) Prevention needs Awareness, Education, Empowerment, Engagement and Recognition.
5) Reporting is mandatory, it can be done by anyone.
6) Intervention by CMPOs, CHILDLINE and DCPO before the Child Marriage is important after the
reporting
7) There should be intervention and involvement from Village to State for ending child marriage.
Like Sister Movie:
This is an award winning movie, conceptualized and presented by CHILDLINE India. The movie
is also shown to discuss the impact of child marriage on the health and overall life the girl.
The movie also shows the comparison between the girls life who are married early age and
the life of girls who are married after the age of 18 years.

End of Day one
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Day 2:
Day 2, begin with reviewing the Day 1 by participants. Participants mentioned that, they
understood the UNCRC is for rights of children. Children are subject to rights and all children
have rights. Participants give references of the Concept card discussion and movies like Roll
call and like sisters. They mentioned that Stopping child marriage will need support from
different stakeholders at all levels.
Session 3: With the Law
Activity 1: Power Point Presentation- Prohibition of Child Marriage Act 2006( PCMA)
Facilitator: Mr. Kiran Bilore
He provided the Background about the defining the age for marriage in the PCMA act. He
mentioned that PCMA does have patriarchal view in the decision of age for child marriage.
Marriage is very personal issue and whereas it also has Social and religious turban around it.
Every religion, social group has their own beliefs and customs for arranging and solemnizing
the marriage. The act tried to create a common age of marriage irrespective of Religion and
social groups.
It is recommended by the WHO, that if the Indian couple delays their first child birth at the
age of 25 than, it will help us to reduce our population. UNICEF has also agreed with this
recommendation. This special act device the Prevention, Protection and Punishment for the
child marriage.
Key Messages :
1)
2)
3)
4)

PCMA is a special law to deal with the Child Marriages.
It defines the minimum age of marriage for girl as 18 years and boys as 21 years.
Marriage of either girl before 18 years and 21 years is punishable in the law.
Important to understand and act on the situations potential that increase a girls risk to being
marriage early.
5) Every frontline worker should work in close communication with girls families at the ground
level.
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6) Responsibility of preventing child marriage is legally assigned to the CMPO’s and supportive
organizations like DCPO’s and CHILDLINE as a part of the administration will also play an
important role.
7) Child Protects the survival and provide protection for the food, shelter and wellbeing. It
protects the survivor and the children born out of this marriage.
8) Punishments for the facilitator includes family members and marriage facilitators, that
includes penalty of Rs. 1 lack and imprisonment till 2 years
9) Girl child after completing her age of 18 years can file complaint for her child marriage and
seek for the protection.
10) Individually child can approach the Child Protection system about it before the marriage.
Discussion:
1) The law is not as strong as to provide a measures to make the child marriage null and vide
even if the child is below age of 18 years or 21 years.
2) CMPO’s role should be strengthen or the role should be given to the different responsible
officer like Sarpanch to take action against the Child Marriage.
3) It is difficult to identify the child marriage before it is happening since most of the time it is
done secretly or within the relatives or in Mandir.
4) Taking follow up from the families becomes very difficult.
5) There is very less support to the Anganwadi Workers, CHILDLINE members while getting in to
the process of stopping the child marriage.
Activity 2: Power Point Presentation on CSA and POCSO
Facilitator: Nishit Kumar
Mr. Nishit Kumar provided the background behind the POCSO Act passed in Rajya Sabha. He
mentioned that before 2013 there were no law or any article that prevent or punish the
criminal for the child sexual abuse. It began with the process CHILDINE intervening in the
suspicious death of the child staying in the Shelter privately run by the British navy officers in
Colaba. The IPC was also not providing any protective measures and punishment against the
Child Sexual Abuse. Due to this the court was not providing any major punishment to the
perpetrators of child sexual abuse before.
He mentioned that POCSO has been developed with the joint support from the CHILDLINE,
Activists and Advocates in the country. CHILDLINE Episode in Satyameva Jayate, the show is
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an Indian television talk show aired on various channels within Star Network along
with Doordarshan's DD National The first season of the show premiered on 8 May 2012 and
marked the television debut of popular Bollywood actor and filmmaker Aamir Khan.The show
focuses on sensitive social issues prevalent in India such as female foeticide, child sexual
abuse, rape, honour killings, domestic violence, untouchability, alcoholism, and the
criminalization of politics. The show appealed the general public to send SMS to the
government for passing the POCSO Act for stopping child marriage and ultimately it got
passed in Loksabha and president of India signed the document on 14 th November 2012.
In the beginning of the presentation, Highway film clip of the Alia Bhat” Heera ki Kahani” was
shown to everyone.
The clip depicts the pain, trauma, physical and sexual assault that is faced by the Survivor of
the sexual abuse from her own words. It shows the abuse is done by her Uncle. The survivor
is a runaway child and she confront about her disagreement to the abuse that she has faced,
and wanted to leave the house. Since she does not feel safe inside the house. She mentioned
that she is being worn by her parents to be aware about the outsider and unknown people
but not given any guidance to be aware about people inside the house too. The film clip
creates a long lasting impact on the minds of people who watch it and sets the tone for
discussion about the child sexual abuse in the hall.

Key Messages:
Understanding Child Sexual Abuse:
1) Child Sexual Abuse is an act a powerful person, on a child
2) Symptoms of abuse like difficulty in walking, unexplained injures and change in behaviour of
child should be understand.
3) A Supportive environment and attitude should be developed for the child facing or survivor
of CSA.
4) Make the child understand that this is abuse and he/she should talk about it.
5) It is not child fault
6) It is important to listen to children and should not blame them.
Understanding the PCMA:
1) This is a special act to address the sexual violence against children.
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2) This act defines various types of sexual assaults- Sexual, aggravated sexual assault,
penetrative, aggravated penetrative.
3) Punishments :
Penetrative sexual assault:
a. Minimum punishment raised from 7 to 10 years
b. If committed on child below 16, increased to 20 years to life plus fine
Aggravated penetrative sexual assault:
c. Added: (i) assault resulting in death of child, and (ii) assault committed during a natural
calamity, or in any similar situations of violence.
d. Minimum punishment raised from 10 to 20 years and maximum: Death
Aggravated sexual assault:
e. Added(i) assault committed during a natural calamity, and (ii) administrating or help in
administering any hormone or any chemical substance, to a child for the purpose of attaining
early sexual maturity.
4) Bill defines child pornography as any visual depiction of sexually explicit conduct involving a
child including photograph, video, digital or computer generated image indistinguishable
from an actual child.
5) Responsibility of protecting children CSA is on Teachers, Doctors, Priests, Police etc,
6) Punishments after amendments:

Offence

POCSO Act, 2012

Use of child for pornographic
purposes

· Maximum:
years

5

· Minimum:
years

10

· Maximum:
imprisonment

life

Use of child for pornographic
purposes
resulting
in
penetrative sexual assault

2019 Bill

· Minimum: 5 years

· Minimum: 10 years
(in case of child below
16 years: 20 years)
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· Maximum:
imprisonment

Use of child for pornographic
purposes
resulting
in
aggravated penetrative sexual
assault

Use of child for pornographic
purposes resulting in sexual
assault

Use of child for pornographic
purposes
resulting
in
aggravated sexual assault

life

· Minimum: 20 years
· Life
imprisonment

· Minimum:
years

· Maximum: life
imprisonment, or death.

Six

· Minimum:
years

Three

· Maximum: Eight
years

· Maximum: Five years

· Minimum: Eight
years

· Minimum:
years

Five

· Maximum:
years

· Maximum:
years

Seven

10

After the presentation Komal Movie was shown to the Participants to ensure the pictorial
recognition of the CSA that might be happening around them.
The film talks about the abuse can happen at any place and anyone can do it even the close
relatives. It should be recognized on time, and support should be generated from the
CHILDLINE 1098 for providing a safe and protective environment to the child and complaining
about the Perpetrator.
After the movie Participants were informed that Child Sexual abuse is possible when the child
gets to the marriage at early age. The law has prevents to have sexual relationship by or with
children below the age of 18 years.
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Activity 3: Power Point Presentation – Juvenile Justice ( Care and Protection Act), 2015
Time: 15 min
Facilitator: Dr. Sarita Shankaran

1)
2)
3)

4)
5)
6)

Key Messages:
JJ Act provides protection to Two types of Children- Children in Conflict with law and Children
in need of care and protection .
The law not only provides protection to the children in difficult circumstances but also those
who due to various circumstances are likely to be in danger or at risk.
Child Welfare committee who seats in the Protection houses are responsible for taking care
of the Children in need of care and protection. Juvenile Justice Board is responsible for
providing the protection and rehabilitation measures for Children in conflict with law.
Anyone can produce a child in need of care and protection to the Child Welfare committee
Children affected with child marriage are children in need of care of protection.
There has to be protected environment for children, CWC ensures to provide the same,
function for the Best interest of the child.
Discussion about the children’s home were done, till how many days children can be kept in
the homes ? Dr. Sarita explained that till the time child is in need of care and protection till
the age of 18 years. CWC is the only forum to address the cases and provides solutions to the
child protection in any circumstances.
Lunch Break:
Session 4: Communication Skills:
Facilitator: Nishit Kumar
The activity was mostly the experiment basis to make the participant understand the
importance of good communication skills.
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Key Messages:
1) Being a trainer we should have proper postures, eye contact and face expressions, body
language, clothes, Voice, Preparation.
2) We should give good first impressions.
Discussions and Observations:
Participants enjoying the session and understanding the skills with different activities.
Women were more shy than the man. But it has been found that women were more
presentable and thoughtful while doing the actions and experiments. Voices of women were
little low, and they were finding it difficult to look and speak a simple sentence in front of the
forum.
After the Session Feedback forms were distributed to the participants.
Certificate Distribution Ceremony was conducted after the Feedback forms received as well
as oral Feedbacks were given by the Trainers about their experience, knowledge and skills
they gained. Participants also provided their experiences of stopping child marriages and
need to collective actions.
Feedback Quotes:
Ms. Keshar Dudhare, LHV, Health Department shared that ”I came to know that there is close
connection between the children’s health situation and child marriage. I feel that there is
need to work closely in coordination with each other. It is important to work for ending child
marriage in Aurangabad. Through training I am able to gain the knowledge and facts about
the child marriage. We have enjoyed working together during the activities. I will contribute
for stopping child marriage in my village.
Ms. Sunita Pardeshi, Anganawadi Supervisor, Women and Child Development Department, I
can relate the cycle of stunting and westing with the child marriage. I am enlightened to know
the fact that it has a long lasting impact on the life of the child. This training has also taught
me about the different child protection system available from village to Taluka. Information
about the laws were very important for us.
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Feedback Form Analysis:
Section 1 & 3Total 60 participants filled feedback form, all the sessions are rated between 3-4 mark by
almost all the participants. Out of 60 who filled form 58 participants have expressed that they
are feeling confident now and will definitely conduct this TOT program among AWW/ANM’s.
57 participants have expressed that they have learned new things through this training. 58
shared that they will definitely intervene in the cases for stopping child marriage. 48 people
think that there has to be a strong law implementation , there is need to educate community
through campaigns and promoting education of both boys and girls is very important for
effectively addressing the issue of child marriage and stopping child marriage.

Comparison of responses to the pre and post-test ( Section 2) questions:
1. Who is a child as per law?
41 out of the 48 participants responded correctly that, a child is a person who has not completed 18
years of age. 6 participants (4 ICDS supervisors and 2 health supervisors) felt that a child is a person
below the age of 14. They did not revise this response in the post-test, indicating that they continued
to hold on to this wrong notion.
2. What is the type of children covered under the UNCRC?
In the pre-test 44 out of 48 (91%) participants responded correctly. However, after the training, 3
participants changed their earlier response i.e. Disabled children to All children. This change could be
attributed to the training inputs.
3. Children who need protection due to any situation, are provided support under which law?
Aurangabad:
The confusion with regard to the law was evident from the response to this question.
Law for protection of
any child

Pre-test

Post-test

CLPRA

20.83

29.17

JJ Act

64.58

47.92
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POCSO
Not answered

12.50
2.08

20.83
2.08

Total

100.00

100.00

As seen in the graph and table, most of the participants responded that the JJ Act provided protection
to any child. However, many of the participants responded that POCSO provided protection to any
child. This can be attributed to the fact that most of the participants did not have much information
regarding POCSO. After getting information regarding
Child protection laws
POCSO, during the training, they revised their
(Aurangabad)
responses as they felt that child protection primarily
100
29.1764.58 47.92
20.83
20.83
meant protection from abuse. On the one hand, this
12.50
2.08 2.08
indicated that they had a better understanding of child
0
sexual abuse and POCSO. However, this also indicated
that the participants did not see child protection in its
entirety and did not understand how these various
Pre-test Post-test
laws were linked. It was also observed that a larger
number of health workers changed their responses as compared to ICDS workers. This could probably
be due to the fact that, health workers are not oriented about the various laws.
4. Who should be immediately informed of a child marriage that is about to take place?
Person to be informed about Child Marriage Pre-test % Post-test%
CMPO
District Judge
Sarpanch
Total

83.33
0
16.67
48

89.58
2.08
8.33
48

As seen in the above table, most of the participants were aware of the role of the CMPO. However, 4
participants revised their responses, indicating that the training had provided them with the correct
information, and they were now more aware.
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5. People continue with the practice of child marriage because:
As seen in the chart, the percentage of participants
Reason for Child Marriage
who believed that people continued with child
(Aurangabad)
marriage due to ignorance of law, reduced from
60.42% to 56.25%. However, some of the
Pre-test
Post-test
respondents revised their pre-test responses. After
60.42 56.25
the training, they felt that fear of elopement was a
27.08
25.00
18.75
major factor for girls being married early. More
12.50
participants became aware of these gender-related
factors, than before but were unable to contextualize
DON’T KNOW
GIRLS NOT
FEAR OF
LAW
VALUED
ELOPEMENT
it in gender-appropriate responses.
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Photos :

Photo 1: Hon’ble Ms. Harsha Deshmukh, District women and Child Development Department,
Aurangabad, Hon’ble Mr.P.Y.Mirkale, Deputy CEO, WCD, ZP, Hon’ble Dr.Sudhakar Shelke,
District Health officer, Aurangabad was present for the Inauguration Ceremony. Mr. Nishit
Kumar, facilitating Dr. Sudhakar Shelke, District Health officer, Aurangabad and presenting
cascading model.
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Photo 2: Reasons for Child marriage written by different participants

Photo 3: Participants Enjoying the Bajara Dance Energizer
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Photo 4: Group Presentation on Role of stakeholders

Photo 5: Group Photo of Participants in Aurangabad
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Report 2: Nanded TOT program
i.
ii.
iii.

Sr. No.

iv.

Venue : Hotel Atithi, Shivaji Nagar, Nanded
Date: 8th and 9th Feb 2021
Participants: 102

1

Department
Women & Child Development

2

Health

3
4
5
6
7
8

CHILDLINE 1038
ICPS/DWCD
University Students
NGO
Volunteer
Others
Total

Designation
Anganwadi Supervisor
BNO
CHO
LHV
ANM/GNM
DCM – NRHM
Team
Team
Team
Director's
Team
NA

Total
Number
32
2
4
18
11
1
5
11
12
1
3
2
102

Welcome and Inauguration:
The TOT Started with the registration of the Participants. Heart-warming welcome was given
to all the participants by the SBC3. Pre-test forms were given to the participants before
starting the TOT.
Mr. Kiran Provided the Brief introduction about the program and welcome all the Dignitaries
of the program on the stage. Dignitaries were felicitated with flowers by SBC3, DCPO and
DWCD office staff.
To light the lamp of hope, courage and knowledge for ending child marriage among the
frontline workers, a lamp lighting ceremony and Savitribai Phule picture was garland with
flower were held in presence of Dignitaries.
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Context Setting by Nishit Sir
Mr. Nishit Kumar, Founder and Chairman, SBC3, given the introductory speech, he mentioned
that UNICEF and SBC3 in collaboration are working on the Child Marriage issue in the
Maharashtra from last Two and half years. We have developed a Social Behaviour Change
Strategy for ending child marriage with thorough research. he expressed his apologize for
speaking in Hindi.
He started his speech by mentioning that Maharashtra is Ranked Number 1 in the GDP in the
India, we have stock market, film industry, major technology hubs and various industries here
in Maharashtra. We are blessed with the thoughts of legends whose birth place is
Maharashtra like Dr. Ambedkar, Jyotirao and Savitribai Phule, Bal Gangadhar Tilak also the
legendary sports person Sachin Tendulkar. But we need to think that why there is higher
literacy rate in Kerala, 75% of girls in Kerala are completing their 10 years of schooling and in
Maharashtra the percentage of girls completing 10 years of schooling is only 46.7%.
He provided information about the NFHS 5 Data, where he mentioned that out of 100, 35
children are stunted in Maharashtra. He explained that stunting means child height does not
in proportionate with his age. When the child weight is less than 2.00-2.25 kg at the time of
his birth, he is more potential to get in to the risk of stunting. When child is stunted, science
has proven that his IQ will be around 80, that’s called Moron IQ. The person with this IQ Will
not be able to complete his education nor learn any skills. Stunting causes due to the bad
health of the mother, parameters like growth in mother’s weight during the pregnancy should
be 10 -12 kg, is only possible to achieve when the mother is not anaemic . Mothers BMI should
be more than 18 and if she is stunted, than her Pelvic bone structure will not be able to carry
a child with the weight of 2 to 2.5 kg.
He mentioned that in Maharashtra out of 5, 1 Marriage is Child Marriage. Child marriage is
the biggest reason to give birth to the stunted children. it is important to End Child Marriages.
It is very important to educate every child, and provided with 10 years of schooling, if the girl
child is educated, she can earn and take decisions for herself and also regarding her marriage
at right age. This will turn in to delay in pregnancy and will be able to deliver the healthy child.
He mentioned that we have done a need assessment for this two days Training program, on
the basis of those responses we are able to develop this TOT module. This TOT is combination
of Knowledge and skills for all the participants. Participants will enjoy all the sessions for 2
days.
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v.

Speakers View :
Hon’ble Dr. Vipin Itankar, District Collector, Mr. Shingane, Deputy CEO, WCD, ZP, Ms. Niranjan
Kaur, Chairperson CWC, Mr. More, Additional Dy. SP, Nanded and Ms. Vidya Alane, DCPO,
Nanded was present for the Inauguration Ceremony.
Mr. Shingane, ICDS Supervisors are very actively working in Nanded. This training is very
important to make them understand the role for Preventing Child Marriages. He mentioned
that Nanded district has launched several programs under Beti Bachao Beti Padhao for
Adolescent girls. Our view is that every girl child should get education and good health we are
focusing on it with our most of the intervention. The collaboration of UNICEF and WCD with
SBC3 for ending child marriage is very perfect and this will help all of us to achieve the Goal.
Ms. Niranjan Kaur, Chairperson, CWC Nanded, explained the efforts that CHILDLINE and
DWCD Unit is taking to deal with the different type of protection cases. CWC will always
support ICDS and Health Department, if they identify and bring the cases to the CWC.
Mr. More , Additional Dy SP, mentioned that Police Department plays an very important role
in preventing the violence and abuse against Children and Women. They are the first
responders for the society. He will make sure that his department will support all the child
marriage cases coming to them. He is being working with the DWCD department for
identifying and intervening in child protection related issue, but this issue is critical as it has a
social and cultural pressure. He expressed that he will personally get in to the cases which will
require the urgent actions, if the cases are presented to the Department.
Hon’ble Dr. Vipin Itankar, District Collector, Nanded, expressed that We are very glad that this
training program is organized, this is very important for the Women empowerment. Women
and Child Development, heath Department is very close to his heart. He mentioned that He
is advocating for the Girl child Education, he expressed with his personal life. He has a boy
and he wanted a Girl. Fortunately, he is blessed with the Baby girl this year and he is
promoting to change the name plate of the houses with his girl name. He is also encouraging
other officers and Local Political Representative to give names of the girl to their own houses.
This is a one form of beginning for women empowerment he quotes. He shared his experience
that at the village there is always a pressure from the seniors, on the family, if any family has
a young or adolescent girl. He mentioned that it is a time to say no to our elders and give a
freedom to the girl child to get educated. State government is Implementing various schemes
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for girls, we are distributing cycles to the girls, to help them to reach the schools, we are
encouraging the school enrolments of girls. Nanded District Administration has developed a
vision document of the District. We are striving to make the District resilient for the women
empowerment. He gave a faith to the Participant that, if the cases of child marriages are
reported and directly communicated to his office in case of challenges for stopping it, he will
personally look in to it. He informed that he will be issuing a letter from his office to all the
marriage facilitators for stopping the child marriage and report about it, if not reported and
facilitated the marriages, strict actions will be taken from his office.
After this Ms. Kiran, thanked everyone for such a valuable suggestions and motivational
words. He asked Ms. Pooja Yadav, head of Program, State, Ending Child Marriage Program(
UNICEF) to provide the details about the Schedule of the TOT and Rules that everyone needs
to follow during the TOT program.
Sessions brief :
Session 1: Rights, Gender and Agency
Activity 1: Child Rights and Violence against Children
Facilitator : Mr. Nishit Kumar
Brief about the Activity:
This Activity was focused on understanding the concept of rights from the Legal and
Constitutional Perspectives with the Power point Presentation.
Spot Survey : The survey was to understand the understanding of the Trainers about the
Rights, Constitution and UNCRC( United Nations Convention on Rights of Children). Only three
Trainer, scored 20 out of 20.). He mentioned that participant with the score of 14-18 has a
basic knowledge about the laws, participants below the score of 14, needs to gain more
knowledge about the rights of the people.
Key Messages:
1) Origin of the rights concept is in the 20th Century, after the world war I and II.
2) Formation of United Nations for Peace and Justice and Development of Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
3) Relation between the Human rights and Indian Constitution.
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4) UNCRC as an inclusive police for the rights of all children.
5) Child Rights- Survival, Development, Protection and Participation of every child.
6) Responsibility for ensuring the child rights is on state, and Parents, Families and
communities are classified as care givers.
7) Constitution of India Treats children equal with adult citizens. Entitlements for
children in the constitution
8) Age of child as per Indian Legislation are different.
9) India being multi-caste- cultural-religious country, affects the rights of children.
children are double marginalized if they belongs to the marginalized caste-class, in
that girls experience further marginalization due to gender.
10) Child Protection requires Prevention, Intervention and Rehabilitation program for
ensuring the rights of each child.
This part was ended with the Roll call movie of UNICEF, the purpose of showing the movie is
to give a pictorial understanding about the situation of children in it.
About the film :
The Roll call: Source UNICEF India : https://youtu.be/OjO-L61Z3Po
Globally nearly 115 million children are involved in hazardous work. Children’s over all
development is affected due to various types of abuse Children are not subject to work for
their survival and development. The short film focuses on Children should be at school and
not at work..
Gender and Agency:
The Session was initiated with the picture of role that Girl or Women is playing the society.
The child claiming her rights by saying “mala Jagu Dya”. Let me live. The session ended with
the Kamala Bhasin short video, of “Azadi”, claiming freedom from Violence, Patriarchy,
Hierarchy, from silence, for walking freely, talking, singing, celebrating and dancing, which is
not bound by the society.
Key Messages :
4) Gender roles are imposed by Socio and cultural beliefs.
5) The Societal imposed roles develop the boundaries
6) Girls should decide their own roles, take their own decision and break the boundaries that
are stopping their development.
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Session 2: Understanding Gender Roles, gender discrimination, patriarchy, agency and
consent
Activity 2: The session Started with Concept Card Discussion:
Facilitator : Ms. Pooja Yadav

Facilitator Read the Messages that Girls want to express to the society about her life and
asked above mentioned questions to initiate the discussion about the Gender Roles, gender
discrimination, patriarchy, agency and consent.
Following questions were asked to the Trainers.
i.

What do you think is the main theme of the poster? तुमच्या मताप्रमाणे ह्या चित्रािा मुख्य

विषय काय आहे ?
Answer: Participants mentioned that the theme is about Girl child empowerment, the girl
wants to fly means she needs freedom.
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ii.

What does the girl say about society’s notions about their capacities? मुल ींच्या कुित ि

क्षमतेच्या सींदर्ाात समाजाच्या धारणेबद्दल मुलगी काय साींगत आहे ?
Answer: Society thinks that she is meant to do the house chores and she should be inside the
house. She should get marry early. Ultimately she has to go to her house after marriage.

What according to her, is preventing her from achieving her dreams? ह्या मुल च्या

iii.

मताप्रमाणे, ततला ततिे स्िप्न साकार करण्यात काय अडिणी आहे त?
Answer: Girl is saying that she wants education, freedom and good health which is lacking.
She is not being asked about her own choices for her life.
iv.

Who is responsible for enabling her to fulfil her dreams? मल
ु ला ततिे स्िप्न साकार

करण्यासाठी मदत करण्यािी जबाबदार कोणािी आहे ?
Answer: It is the responsibility of her parents, to fulfil her dreams.
v.

Why does she appeal to society to not get her marries early? मुलगी समाजाला का विनींती

करते कक ततिे लग्न लिकर लािू नये?
Answer : She wants to live a good life and she don’t want to leave her education. She wants
to do something for herself and her family.
After the question answer session following Key messages were given by the Facilitator.

Key Messages :
a. Gender Discrimination is an outcome of Dominant Patriarchal System.
b. Gender Discrimination begins at home as soon as the child is born.
c. Major reason of the Child Marriage is widely accepted gender norms that devalues
the girls.
d. Lack of Access to Education and Skills ,resulted in the lack of financial
independence which reduces the ability to make decisions.
e. Girls individual identity needs to be nurtured and she should be given
opportunities to develop to its full potential.
f. She should be treated as human being and not like a commodity.
g. She should be given a freedom to take her own decisions.
A SAKSHYUM ( Sushikshit( Educated ,Anubhavi( Experienced), Kushal ( Skiiled),Saman(Equal),
Hushar ( Intelligent ) , Udyamshil( Entrepreneurial) and Mukta (Free) children of Maharashtra)
Movie was shown to all the participants after the Discussion.
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Activity 3: Child Marriage How Much ? where ? and Impact
Facilitator : Ms. Pooja Yadav
The facilitator started explaining that she is also at the early 30’s, the presentation about the
Concept card always make her think about her our life. she got the opportunity to get good
education, she is post-graduate, knowledgeable and working in the social development
sector. But the question of marriage is always around her, she at this age even though
educated, has no right to take decision about her own marriage. She also found that since she
is not at home most of the time due to her work schedule, people don’t see her doing the
socially accepted work that women is supposed to. In fact she is being labelled as outgoing
girl, not a Cultured girl. All women participants here does the negotiations and compromise
to reach office every day. It is import to recognize a single effort of the women. We are a
progressive state and have the highest GDP in India. We are still coming in 5 major districts
with high % of Child Marriage in India. She mentioned that in our state out of 10 people 7
have the smart phones but we are yet to reach to the highest goal of educating the girls till
the 10 years. We need to examine ourself and make sure to monitor ourselves to reach to
SDG goal 5.2 to eradicating the Child Marriage and bring down the figure of the Child Marriage
to 0. For doing this we need to understand where we stand today in these figures, as village
as taluka as district and as state. Let’s look at the data of NFHS 5 which is quite revealing and
eye opening for all of us.
This PPT presentation was focused on the NFHS 5 Data showing the Maharashtra’s rank in
child marriage and its percentage. District wise percentage of the child marriage and its corelation with the Stunting of below 5 years children. Percentage of the girls completing 10
years of education and co-relation with the increase in child marriage districts where
percentage of girl child education is less than 10 years.
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Child Marriage Cases in Maharashtra: 21.9 %
७०.
६०.
५०.

६२.४

४७.७

४०.
३०.

३१.४

२०.

४८.९ ३९.४
२८.९

१०.
०.

१९९८-१९९९

२००५-२००६

३२.५

२६.३
२०.४

२०१५-२०१६

२७.६

२१.९
१५.७

२०१९-२०२०

Aurangabad, Jalna, Hingoli, Nanded, Osmanabad are among 18 Districts with the highest
percentage of child marriage as compare to Maharashtra Average.
District
Aurangabad
Jalna
Nanded
Hingoli
Osmanabad

Percentage
35.8%
35.0%
32.2%
37.1%
36.6%
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Girls completing 10 years of education District wise Presentation:

परर्णी
बीड
धळ
ु े
सोलापरू
हहींगोल
उस्मानाबाद
औरीं गाबाद
जालना
नाींदेड
लातरू
नाशिक
जळगाि
िाशिम
साींगल
अहमदनगर
बल
ु ढाणा
नींदरु बार
पण
ु े
कोल्हापरू
ठाणे
सातारा
रायगड
अकोला
यितमाळ
गडचिरोल
मींब
ु ई उपनगर
अमरािती
िधाा
िींद्रपरू
नागपरू
गोंहदया
शसींधद
ु ा
ु ग
िहर
ई
मींब
ु
रत्नाचगर
र्ींडारा

८०
७०
६०
५०
४०
३०
२०
१०
०

बाल वििाह

१० िषे शिक्षण घेतलेल्या महहलाींिे प्रमाण

Corelation between early marriages and stunting of children below 5 years of age- District
wise presentation.
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Key Messages:
1) Trend of Child Marriages in Maharashtra from 1998 to 2020, shows that it has reduced
to nearly 1/5th. However, this has taken a long time and we need to act now to end
the child marriages in Maharashtra.
2) Aurangabad, Hingoli, Jalna, Nanded and Osmanabad rates of child marriage are much
higher than the state average of 21.9%
3) Concern is out of 36 districts 18 districts are having the higher rate of child marriage.
Out of which 16 districts has less than 50% of the girls who archive 10 years of
schooling. Marathwada lacks the tendency of sending their girl child to get the
education in another district or taluka. There are droughts, crop failures and migration
contributing factors for increasing the rate of child marriage.
4) 13 Districts have high rates of stunting. adolescent girl lack the capacity to hold the
child in her pelvic bone since her body is not fully developed, she is also a victim of
anaemia and low BMI. Mother with these complications have shown the result of
delivering a child with the low weight. The child may become stunted and wasted.
Thus, direct correlation can be observed indicating that reducing child marriages will
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also ensure better health for children. Figures showing girls completing 10 years of
education crosses 40% the impact on Child Marriage starts showing but strongly
impacts the CM when grows beyond 50%. This also holds true for the 5 districts. Unless
every effort is made to ensure that 50% or more girls complete at the least 10 years
of their schooling, we will not be able to make significant changes in the ending
practices of child marriages.
5) Child Marriage robs girls of their childhood and threatens their lives. Girls are likely to
experience domestic violence, creates pregnancy complications and increase is infant
mortality. Isolation of girl child impact her physically, psychologically.
6) Child Marriage has a larger impact on the health care and Economic development of
the country.

Session 3: Stakeholders to fight child marriage
Activity 1: Child Marriage Stakeholders and their roles
Facilitator : Ms Pooja Yadav and Mr. Kiran Bilore
Brief about the session :
Participants were asked to write a social belief that support the practices of child marriage.
Participants have written the Social and other beliefs like Parents wants to release from the
responsibility of marrying a girl child, Economic Condition of Family, Illiteracy of the child,
particular societies beliefs, Superstitions and Dowry system, Unsafe Environment, Patriarchy.
After the Reasons/Beliefs provided by Participants Ms. Pooja explained about the word the
Security and its corelation with the Sex of the Women. She explained that Girls protection
hidden in the threat that society having about the sexuality of the girl. We have seen that
violence against the women and children are taking place in all settings: at home, school, child
care institutions most of the time someone known to the child is abuser. It is equally
important to think beyond the sexuality of the girl child and focus on the her overall
development.
Whenever we are thinking about any particular social reasons, we should get in to the depth
of it to understand the real reason.
After this explanation, Amchi Urmila Play was played:
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Activity 2: Role- Play based on Aamchi Urmila
Step 1: Aamchi Urmila Play ( Episode 10) was played till 3 min 55 sec- Aamchi Urmila a radio
skit is built around a feisty but loved female protagonist, Urmila, a school teacher. After this
participants were divided in to 9 groups, given a different characters, as a major stakeholders.
where they were asked to discuss about the following question’s and what can they do as per
the role given to them to complete this play for stopping the child marriage.

Group Presentation:
1) Mother :
a. Ensuring that not to solemnize marriage before girls age of 18 years.
b. Create an environment where child will feel free to talk.
c. Not to impose cultural and social beliefs on child.
d. To encourage the girl to pursue her aspirations and dreams.
e. Respecting the opinion of the child.
f. Encourage to her for higher education.
g. Equal freedom for girls like boys.
2) Father:
a. To understand the Girl Child.
b. Support her for physical, mental and psychological growth.
c. To encourage Girl to complete her education.
d. Not to discriminate between girl and boy.
e. To motivate her to achieve the highest position like IAS in the government.
f. To make her strong like a leaders of the Country rather than marrying her early.
3) Anganawadi and Asha Working:
a. Meet the Parents and Relatives of the Girl and counsel them about the Girls
Education.
b. Inform them about the effect of child marriage on girls
c. Inform them about the girls health situation .
d. Inform the Concern authorities like CMPOs and police regarding marriage
before its solemnization.
4) Gram Panchayat members:
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a. Ensuring the VCPC formation in the village.
b. Counsel the family for stopping Child Marriage.
c. Ensure the Families to identify , who are poor and may marry their girl child
early.
d. Give an appropriate knowledge about the Law.
e. Give the Birth Proof of the child.
f. Ensure the information about the PCMA is provided in the Gram Sabha.
g. Seek help from police in case of critical situation .
h. Arranging the complaint box for children in the Gram Panchayat.
i. Improving the role of Responsible person for Fight free village.
5) District Child Protection Unit:
a. Inform CWC regarding the Child Marriage.
b. Inform concern police station.
c. Counselling of parents and child.
d. Understand the situation of child and provide a protected shelter.
e. Inform parents about the Punishment in the PCMA.
f. Inform concern CMPO.
g. Take out the age proof of the girl child.
6) Marriage Facilitators:
a. To get more information about the Family.
b. Ask for the Girls Education and age while accepting any order- ask for age proof
of bride and grooms.
c. Ask for the reasons of arranging marriage of girl at early age.
d. Inform them about the Punishments mentioned in the PCMA.
e. Information CMPO’s about the marriage.
7) Teachers:
a. To read the letter received in the form of story to the class.
b. Motivate girl children to talk about the things that they are not liking. Make
them strong to say “no”.
c. Meet the parents of the girl to help them understand the bad effects of child
marriage.
8) Relatives:
a. To ensure that girl has completed her 18 years for marriage.
CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

65

b. To ensure that girl is completing her Education.
c. To support the girls family, if their financial condition is bad.
d. Not to support the child marriage in family and oppose the girls marriage
before the age of 18 years.
e. Not to support the family in case of police is trying to stop the marriage or
filling FIR against the parents.
9) Child:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

To communicate about the disagreements to the parents.
Take help from Anganwadi Tai for initiating dialogue with Parents.
To learn from the women leaders from different sectors.
Take help from 1098 CHILDLINE Helpline.
Participate in the programs run by ICDS like “Sabala “ for Physical, Mental
development.

After the group presentations, participants were asked to choose a one person from their
group, who can take out these recommendations for completing the Aamchi Urmila play. All
the characters set together to develop a play and Then they performed a play in front of
everyone. The solutions were based on the recommendations provided in the groups.
Activity 2 : Power Point Presentation on Prevention, Intervention and Post-Intervention
rehabilitation for ending child marriage. What can you do?
Facilitator: Mr. Nishit Kumar and Sarita Shankaran.
Key Messages:
1) Ending Child Marriages needs collaborated efforts for prevention, reporting and
response, coordination and monitoring to effectively end child marriages.
2) Change process requires the involvement of a range of stakeholders. Individual,
Family, society, institutions and environment needs to be provided with Education,
Communication and counselling, awareness and campaigns, capacity building and
technical support and strong laws and policies for ending child marriages. It
continuously needs support for building agency, demand for the change and advocacy
for the changes for legal and administrative actions.
3) It requires multi-pronged interventions such as awareness, Economic Support, legal
interventions and family support.
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4) Prevention needs Awareness, Education, Empowerment, Engagement and
Recognition.
5) Reporting is mandatory, it can be done by anyone.
6) Intervention by CMPOs, CHILDLINE and DCPO before the Child Marriage is important
after the reporting .
7) There should be intervention and involvement from Village to State for ending child
marriage.
DCPO informed about the Role of VCPC in detail and ask all the ICDS supervisors to form and
strengthen the VCPCs. This will help us to build a local level mechanism to deal with the child
protection issues and monitor the families who are prone to push their girl child to ger marry
early. DCPO unit and DWCD department of Nanded will facilitate the VCPC training and
formation process.
Like Sister Movie:
This is an award winning movie, conceptualized and presented by CHILDLINE India. The movie
is also shown to discuss the impact of child marriage on the health and overall life the girl.
The movie also shows the comparison between the girls life who are married early age and
the life of girls who are married after the age of 18 years.
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Day 2:
Day 2, begin with reviewing the day 1 by participants. Participants mentioned that the day
began with the freshly introducing the rights to all of us and it was a different type of
presentation that they have not learn before. Than we tried to understand the Gender
Discrimination and Gender Role with the help of Concept card” Girls with wings”. Participants
mentioned that they really liked the process of Aamchi Urmila Play, which is also motivating
them. Discussion of Stakeholders role for stopping child marriage was brainstorming for
everyone.

Session 3: With the Law
Activity 1: Power Point Presentation- Prohibition of Child Marriage Act 2006( PCMA)
Facilitator: Mr. Kiran Bilore
Key Messages :
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

7)
8)
9)

PCMA is a special law to deal with the Child Marriages.
It defines the minimum age of marriage for girl as 18 years and boys as 21 years.
Marriage of either girl before 18 years and 21 years is punishable in the law.
Important to understand and act on the situations potential that increase a girls risk
to being marriage early.
Every frontline worker should work in close communication with girls families at the
ground level.
Responsibility of preventing child marriage is legally assigned to the CMPO’s and
supportive organizations like DCPO’s and CHILDLINE as a part of the administration
will also play an important role.
Child Protects the survival and provide protection for the food, shelter and wellbeing.
It protects the survivor and the children born out of this marriage.
Punishments for the facilitator includes family members and marriage facilitators, that
includes penalty of Rs. 1 lack and imprisonment till 2 years
Girl child after completing her age of 18 years can file complaint for her child marriage
and seek for the protection.
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10) Individually child can approach the Child Protection system about it before the
marriage.
Discussion:
1) ICDS supervisors shared that they have been threatened or not being supported most
of the time, when they have tried to stop the marriage.
2) Parents have so much pressure on the Girl that she did not want to disclose anything,
many time it has taken time to help the girl to speak about her marriage- DCPO unit
social worker was discussing.
3) There is need to improve the role of CMPO under the law. No support is received from
the CMPO’s- Gram sevak is not seen in to the picture while stopping child marriage.
It has being discussed by Mr. Nishit, that State is under the process of reviving the PCMA
Rules. He is also part of the Committee formed by the state under the guidance of Hon’ble
Minister Yashomati Thakur for the same. Earlier in the PCMA rules, only two paragraphs are
mentioned about the CPMO role, Now the committee have tried to fix the process for
prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation. The rules will also have the role definition.

Activity 2: Power Point Presentation on CSA and POCSO
Facilitator: Nishit Kumar
Mr. Nishit Kumar provided the background behind the POCSO Act passed in the Rajya Sabha.
He mentioned that before 2013 there were no law or any article that prevent or punish the
criminal for the child sexual abuse. It began with the process CHILDINE intervening in the
suspicious death of the child staying in the Shelter privately run by the British navy officers in
Colaba. The IPC was also not providing any protective measures and punishment against the
Child Sexual Abuse. Due to this the court was not providing any major punishment to the
perpetrators of child sexual abuse before.
He mentioned that POCSO has been developed with the joint support from the CHILDLINE,
Activists and Advocates in the country. CHILDLINE Episode in Satyamev Jayate, the show is
an Indian television talk show aired on various channels within Star Network along
with Doordarshan's DD National The first season of the show premiered on 8 May 2012 and
marked the television debut of popular Bollywood actor and filmmaker Khan. The show
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focuses on sensitive social issues prevalent in India such as female foeticide, child sexual
abuse, rape, honour killings, domestic violence, untouchability, alcoholism, and the
criminalization of politics. The show appealed the general public to send SMS to the
government for passing the POCSO Act for stopping child marriage and ultimately it got
passed in Loksabha and president of India signed the document on 14th November 2012.
In the beginning of the presentation, Highway film clip of the Alia Bhat ”Heera ki Kahani”
The clip depicts the pain, trauma, physical and sexual assault that is faced by the Survivor of
the sexual abuse from her own words. It shows the abuse is done by the Uncle. The survivor
is a runaway child and she confront about her disagreement to the abuse that she has faced,
and wanted to leave the house. Since she does not feel safe inside the house. She mentioned
that she is being worn by her parents to be aware about the outsider and unknown people
but not given any guidance to be aware about people inside the house too. The film clip
creates a long lasting impact on the minds of people who watch it and sets the tone for
discussion about the child sexual abuse in the hall.
Key Messages:
Understanding Child Sexual Abuse:
1) Child Sexual Abuse is an act a powerful person, on a child
2) Symptoms of abuse like difficulty in walking, unexplained injures and change in
behaviour of child should be understand.
3) A Supportive environment and attitude should be developed for the child facing or
survivor of CSA.
4) Make the child understand that this is abuse and he/she should talk about it.
5) It is not child fault
6) It is important to listen to children and should not blame them.
Understanding the PCMA:
1) This is a special act to address the sexual violence against children.
2) This act defines various types of sexual assaults- Sexual, aggravated sexual assault,
penetrative, aggravated penetrative.
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a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

3)

4)
5)

Punishments :
Penetrative sexual assault:
Minimum punishment raised from 7 to 10 years
If committed on child below 16, increased to 20 years to life plus fine
Aggravated penetrative sexual assault:
Added: (i) assault resulting in death of child, and (ii) assault committed during a natural
calamity, or in any similar situations of violence.
Minimum punishment raised from 10 to 20 years and maximum: Death
Aggravated sexual assault:
Added(i) assault committed during a natural calamity, and (ii) administrating or help in
administering any hormone or any chemical substance, to a child for the purpose of attaining
early sexual maturity.
Bill defines child pornography as any visual depiction of sexually explicit conduct involving a
child including photograph, video, digital or computer generated image indistinguishable
from an actual child.
Responsibility of protecting children CSA is on Teachers, Doctors, Priests, Police etc,
Punishments after amendments:
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Offence

POCSO Act, 2012

Use of child for pornographic
purposes

· Maximum:
years

5

· Minimum:
years

10

· Maximum:
imprisonment

life

Use of child for pornographic
purposes
resulting
in
penetrative sexual assault

Use of child for pornographic
purposes
resulting
in
aggravated penetrative sexual
assault

Use of child for pornographic
purposes resulting in sexual
assault

Use of child for pornographic
purposes
resulting
in
aggravated sexual assault

2019 Bill

· Minimum: 5 years

· Minimum: 10 years
(in case of child below
16 years: 20 years)
· Maximum:
imprisonment

life

· Minimum: 20 years
· Life
imprisonment

· Minimum:
years

· Maximum: life
imprisonment, or death.

Six

· Minimum:
years

Three

· Maximum: Eight
years

· Maximum: Five years

· Minimum: Eight
years

· Minimum:
years

Five

· Maximum:
years

· Maximum:
years

Seven

10
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After the presentation Komal Movie was shown to the Participants to ensure recognition of
the CSA that might be happening around them.
The film talks about the abuse can happen at any place and anyone can do it even the close
relatives. It should be recognized on time, and support should be generated from the
CHILDLINE 1098 for providing a safe and protective environment to the child and complaining
about the Perpetrator.
After the movie Participants were informed that Child Sexual abuse is possible when the child
gets to the marriage at early age. The law has prevents to have sexual relationship by or with
children below the age of 18 years.
Activity 3: Power Point Presentation – Juvenile Justice ( Care and Protection Act), 2015
Facilitator: Dr. Sarita Shankaran
Medium: Zoom Call
Key Messages:
1) JJ Act provides protection to Two types of Children- Children in Conflict with law and
Children in need of care and protection .
2) The law not only provides protection to the children in difficult circumstances but also
those who due to various circumstances are likely to be in danger or at risk.
3) Child Welfare committee who seats in the Protection houses are responsible for taking
care of the Children in need of care and protection. Juvenile Justice Board is
responsible for providing the protection and rehabilitation measures for Children in
conflict with law.
4) Anyone can produce a child in need of care and protection to the Child Welfare
committee
5) Children affected with child marriage are children in need of care of protection.
6) There has to be protected environment for children, CWC ensures to provide the
same, function for the Best interest of the child.
Discussion:
Sarita ma’am asked that we should know where the CWC seats since in case we get the Child
Marriage cases. We should at least refer the child to the CWC, which is approachable and
trustworthy institution for the children in need of care and protection.
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Observation :
Participants were not aware that where the CWC seats at the District level . CHILDLINE 1098
is also a very known number to them but very few have approached it for any case.
Lunch Break:
Session 4: Communication Skills:
Facilitator: Nishit Kumar
The activity was mostly the experiment basis to make the participant understand the
importance of good communication skills.
Key Messages:
1) Being a trainer we should have proper postures, eye contact and face expressions,
body language, clothes, Voice, Preparation.
2) We should give good first impressions.
Discussions and Observations:
Participants enjoying the session and understanding the skills with different activities.
Women were more shy than the man. But it has been found that women were more
presentable and thoughtful while doing the actions and experiments. Voices of women were
little low, and they were finding it difficult to look and speak a simple sentence in front of the
forum.
After the Session Feedback forms were distributed to the participants.
Certificate Distribution Ceremony was conducted after the Feedback forms received as well
as oral Feedbacks were given by the Trainers about their experience, knowledge and skills
they gained. Participants also provided their experiences of stopping child marriages and
need to collective actions.
Feedback Quotes :
Ms. Sushila Bhalero, LHV, Health Department, Expressed that “ We thought there is no
relation of understanding the child marriage for health worker. But since from last two days
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we are understanding that how the child marriage affects the health department at various
level.
Ms. Manisha Butle, ICDS Supervisor, WCD, She mentioned that” this training will help us to
intervene in the Child marriage cases. We were very eager to stop whenever we used to get
information that child marriage is happening, but now we can intervene in the child marriage
cases with proper legal knowledge and we know the systems that will help us.
Feedback form analysis:
Section 1 & 2:
Total 36 participants were able to fill the feedback forms. All the sessions are rated between
3-4 mark by almost all the participants. Out of 36, Participants, all the participants have
expressed that they are feeling confident now and will definitely conduct this TOT program
among AWW/ANM’s.
All the participants have expressed that they have learned new things through this training.
58 shared that they will definitely intervene in the cases for stopping child marriage. They
think that there has to be a strong law implementation , there is need to educate community
through campaigns and promoting education of both boys and girls is very important for
effectively addressing the issue of child marriage and stopping child marriage.

Comparison of responses to the pre and post-test ( Section 2) questions:
1. Who is a child as per law?
In the pre-test, only 19 out of 25 participants responded correctly that the legal definition of
a child is of a person below 18 years of age. However, after the training, 24 out of 25
participants chose the correct option. This showed that the training had made a difference to
their understanding of the legal definition for a child.
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2. What is the type of children covered under the UNCRC?
Children covered under the UNCRC Pre-test % Post-test %
All children

80

92

Poor Children
Disabled children

8
12

4
4

100

100

Total

As seen in the table above, the percentage of participants choosing the correct answer increased from
80% to 92%. The pre-test data indicates that there was a misconception that the UNCRC talks about
the rights of disabled children. Most of the participants were able to correct this misunderstanding
due to the training inputs provided to them.
3. Children who need protection due to any situation, are provided support under which law?

Laws for Child Protection
(Nanded)
60

40 40

52 48

40
8 12

20
0
CLPRA

JJ Act

Pre-test %

POCSO

As seen in the chart, only 52% of the participants chose JJ
Act as the main legal instrument providing child
protection. In the post-test, the number reduced and only
48% chose the correct option of JJ Act. As seen in
Aurangabad, the number of participants opting for
POCSO increased by 4 percentage points. This indicates
that the participants retained information about POCSO
but were unable to link the JJ Act to the overall aspect of
child protection.

Post-test %
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4. Who should be immediately informed of a child marriage that is about to take place?
Person to be informed about Child Marriage Pre-test % Post-test
CMPO
District Judge
Sarpanch
Total

88
0
12
100

96
0
4
100

88% of participants in Nanded were aware of the role of the CMPO but this proportion rose to 96%
after the training. More people were able to correct their misconception that the Sarpanch is the right
person to intervene in child marriages. Most of those who chose this option in the pre-test, revised it
to the CMPO in the post-test, indicating a better understanding of the law and the process to the
followed.
5. People continue with the practice of child marriage because:
In Nanded too, a majority of the participants believed that people continued with child
marriages because they did not know the law.
The training was able to counter that myth to
Reason for child marriage
some extent and numbers dropped from 72%
(Nanded)
to 60%, after the training. As against
72 60
Aurangabad, the number of participants who
100
felt that child marriage was the result of the
16 20
50
12 20
low value accorded to girls, increased after the
0
training. However, the numbers of
Don’t know Girls not
Fear of
valued elopement
the law
participants who believed that fear of
elopement led to child marriages, also
pre-test %
post-test %
increased. This could be due to inputs
provided during the training where these myths were addressed.

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

77

Photos :

Photo 1: Hon’ble Dr. Vipin Itankar, District Collector, Mr. Shingane, Deputy CEO, WCD, ZP,
Ms. Niranjan Kaur, Chairperson CWC, Mr. More, Additional Dy. SP, Nanded and Ms. Vidya
Alane, DCPO, Nanded was present for the Inauguration Ceremony.

Photo 2: Session on effective communication for trainers conducted by Mr. Nishit Kumar.
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Photo 3: Group Discussion on role of Stakeholders for ending child marriage.

Photo 4: Participants giving feedback for the TOT Program
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Report 3: Hingoli TOT program

i.
ii.
iii.
Sr. No.

iv.

Venue : DPDC Hall, Central Administrative Building, Hingoli
Date: 15th and 16th Feb 2021
Participants: 105

Department

1

Women & Child Development

2

Health

3
4
5

CHILDLINE 1098
ICPS/DWCD
NGO
Total

Designation
Anganwadi Supervisor
Anganwadi Sevika
LHV
ANM/GNM
DCM - NRHM
Team
Team
Director's

Total
Number
45
1
21
3
1
7
18
9
105

Welcome and Inauguration:
The TOT Started with the registration of the Participants. Heart-warming welcome was given
to all the participants by the SBC3. Pre-test forms were given to the participants before
starting the TOT.
Mr. Kiran, District Coordinator, SCB3 Provided the Brief introduction about the program and
welcome all the Dignitaries of the program on the stage. Dignitaries were felicitated with
flowers by SBC3, DCPO and DWCD office staff.
To light the lamp of hope, courage and knowledge for ending child marriage among the
frontline workers, a lamp lighting ceremony and Savitribai Phule picture was garland with
flower were held in presence of Dignitaries.
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Context Setting by Nishit Sir
Mr. Nishit Kumar, Founder and Chairman, SBC3, given the introductory speech, he mentioned
that UNICEF and SBC3 in collaboration are working on the Child Marriage issue in the
Maharashtra from last Two and half years. We have developed a Social Behaviour Change
Strategy for ending child marriage with thorough research. he expressed his apologize for
speaking in Hindi.
He started his speech by mentioning that Maharashtra is Ranked Number 1 in the GDP in the
India, we have stock market, film industry, major technology hubs and various industries here
in Maharashtra. We are blessed with the thoughts of legends whose birth place is
Maharashtra like Dr. Ambedkar, Jyotirao and Savitri Bai Phule, Bal Gangadhar Tilak also the
legendary sports person Sachin Tendulkar. But we need to think that why there is higher
literacy rate in Kerala, 75% of girls in Kerala are completing their 10 years of schooling and in
Maharashtra the percentage of girls completing 10 years of schooling is only 46.7%.
He provided information about the NFHS 5 Data, where he mentioned that out of 100, 35
children are stunted in Maharashtra. He explained that stunting means child height does not
in proportionate with his age. When the child weight is less than 2.00-2.25 kg at the time of
his birth, he is more potential to get in to the risk of stunting. When child is stunted, science
has proven that his IQ will be around 80, that’s called Moron IQ. The person with this IQ Will
not be able to complete his education nor learn any skills. Stunting causes due to the bad
health of the mother, parameters like growth in mother’s weight during the pregnancy should
be 10 -12 kg, is only possible to achieve when the mother is not anaemic . Mothers BMI should
be more than 18 and if she is stunted, than her Pelvic bone structure will not be able to carry
a child with the weight of 2 to 2.5 kg.
He mentioned that in Maharashtra out of 5, 1 Marriage is Child Marriage. Child marriage is
the biggest reason to give birth to the stunted children. it is important to End Child Marriages.
It is very important to educate every child, and provided with 10 years of schooling, if the girl
child is educated, she can earn and take decisions for herself and also regarding her marriage
at right age. This will turn in to delay in pregnancy and will be able to deliver the healthy child.
He mentioned that we have done a need assessment for this two days Training program, on
the basis of those responses we are able to develop this TOT module. This TOT is combination
of Knowledge and skills for all the participants. Participants will enjoy all the sessions for 2
days.
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Speakers View :
Hon’ble Mr. V. G. Shinde, District Women and Child Development Department, Ms. Sarswati
Korade, District Child Protection Unit, Ms. Aruna Sangewar, District Supply Officer, Hingoli
were present for the Inauguration program.
Hon’ble Mr. V.G. Shinde Sir, shared that, he has been working with this Department since
from last 25 years, and he has seen that the issue of child marriage is still underestimated at
various level. COVID 19 situation has worsen the situation, he says that though there is no
proper data or reporting of the child marriages. It is a need to develop these trainers to
capacitate their fellow staff to identify the cases of child marriages. He concluded that DWCD
department Hingoli, is working at the ground for protection of the children and women. The
department needs a support for other fellow Departments to analyse the situation and work
together for ending child marriage.
Hon’ble Ms. Sarswati Korade, DCPO, Hingoli, being a responsible person, she is continuously
monitoring the situation from last one year. The child marriage cases are increasing. This
training will help ICDS, Health and DCPO unit to come together and discuss about the
challenges that we are facing for stopping child marriages. She mentioned that this a
opportunity for all of us, and to create a common platform. DCPO Unit Hingoli will support
each department and we need the support from other departments for Ending child
Marriage.
Hon’ble Ms. Aruna Sangewar, District Supply Officer, Hingoli, referred the SAKSHYUM book
and quoted that Maharashtra has seen in to the five most high prevalence areas of child
marriages. This is very embarrassing. Child Marriage has a long lasting impact on the life of
the girl child. She mentioned that we as empowered women should strive to build the
SAKSHYUM Generation of empowered women. She felt very happy that ICDS and health
department are together in this training. This will definitely help us to minimize the risk of
girls getting married at early age.
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After this Ms. Kiran, thanked everyone for such a valuable suggestions and motivational
words. He asked Ms. Pooja Yadav, head of Program, State, Ending Child Marriage Program(
UNICEF) to provide the details about the Schedule of the TOT and Rules that everyone needs
to follow during the TOT program.
Sessions brief :
Session 1: Rights, Gender and Agency
Activity 1: Child Rights and Violence against Children
Facilitator : Mr. Nishit Kumar
Brief about the Activity:
This Activity was focused on understanding the concept of rights from the Legal and
Constitutional Perspectives with the Power point Presentation.
Spot Survey : The survey was to understand the understanding of the Trainers about the
Rights, Constitution and UNCRC( United Nations Convention on Rights of Children). Only three
Trainer, scored 20 out of 20. He mentioned that participant with the score of 14-18 has a basic
knowledge about the laws, participants below the score of 14, needs to gain more knowledge
about the rights of the people.
Key Messages:
1) Origin of the rights concept is in the 20th Century, after the world war I and II.
2) Formation of United Nations for Peace and Justice and Development of Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.
3) Relation between the Human rights and Indian Constitution.
4) UNCRC as an inclusive police for the rights of all children.
5) Child Rights- Survival, Development, Protection and Participation of every child.
6) Responsibility for ensuring the child rights is on state, and Parents, Families and
communities are classified as care givers.
7) Constitution of India Treats children equal with adult citizens. Entitlements for children in
the constitution
8) Age of child as per Indian Legislation are different.
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9) India being multi-caste- cultural-religious country, affects the rights of children. children
are double marginalized if they belongs to the marginalized caste-class, in that girls
experience further marginalization due to gender.
10) Child Protection requires Prevention, Intervention and Rehabilitation program for
ensuring the rights of each child.
This part was ended with the Roll call movie of UNICEF, the purpose of showing the movie is
to give a pictorial understanding about the situation of children in it.
About the film :
The Roll call: Source UNICEF India : https://youtu.be/OjO-L61Z3Po
Globally nearly 115 million children are involved in hazardous work. Children’s over all
development is affected due to various types of abuse Children are not subject to work for
their survival and development. The short film focuses on Children should be at school and
not at work..
Gender and Agency:
The Session was initiated with the picture of role that Girl or Women is playing the society.
The child claiming her rights by saying “mala Jagu Dya”. Let me live. The session ended with
the Kamala Bhasin short video, of “Azadi”, claiming freedom from Violence, Patriarchy,
Hierarchy, from silence, for walking freely, talking, singing, celebrating and dancing, which is
not bound by the society.
Key Messages :
1) Gender roles are imposed by Socio and cultural beliefs.
2) The Societal imposed roles develop the boundaries
3) Girls should decide their own roles, take their own decision and break the boundaries
that are stopping their development.
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Session 2: Understanding Gender Roles, gender discrimination, patriarchy, agency and
consent ( 30 min)
Activity 2: The session Started with Concept Card Discussion:
Facilitator : Dr. Sarita Shankaran

Ms. Pooja Yadav, Read the Messages that Girls want to express to the society about her life
and asked above mentioned questions to initiate the discussion about the Gender Roles,
gender discrimination, patriarchy, agency and consent. Dr. Sarita, asked the below
mentioned questions to the Participants
Following questions were asked to the Trainers and responses from the participants:

1) What do you think is the main theme of the poster? तुमच्या मताप्रमाणे ह्या चित्रािा

मुख्य विषय काय आहे ?
Answers: The Concept Card is about the Girls aspirations to get education, to learn more to
grow and become a leader. She is looking confident and she is demanding education, freedom
and right to decide.
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2) What does the girl say about society’s notions about their capacities? मुल च्
ीं या कुित ि

क्षमतेच्या सींदर्ाात समाजाच्या धारणेबद्दल मुलगी काय साींगत आहे ?
Answers: Girls are weak. They should not be allowed to go out like boys, if they are going out
they might get rapped or anything wrong will happen to her. \

3) What according to her, is preventing her from achieving her dreams? ह्या मुल च्या

मताप्रमाणे, ततला ततिे स्िप्न साकार करण्यात काय अडिणी आहे त?
Answer: Girl is finding it difficult to chess her dreams because she does not have any support.
She is always under the restrictions of parents. People are considering that She has to work
at home and education is not important for her. She is being treated differently than boys,
this is affecting her overall development, like food is served very less to her or not allowed to
play.

4) Who is responsible for enabling her to fulfil her dreams? मल
ु ला ततिे स्िप्न साकार

करण्यासाठी मदत करण्यािी जबाबदार कोणािी आहे ?
Answer: Her parents are responsible for enabling her to fulfil her dreams.

5) Why does she appeal to society to not get her marries early? मुलगी समाजाला का विनींती

करते कक ततिे लग्न लिकर लािू नये?
Answer: She is saying she can work hard but she wants to study and develop her life. early
child will destroy her life.
After the question answer session following Key messages were given by the Facilitator.

Key Messages :
Gender Discrimination is an outcome of Dominant Patriarchal System.
Gender Discrimination begins at home as soon as the child is born.
Major reason of the Child Marriage is widely accepted gender norms that devalues the girls.
Lack of Access to Education and Skills ,resulted in the lack of financial independence which
reduces the ability to make decisions.
5) Girls individual identity needs to be nurtured and she should be given opportunities to
develop to its full potential.
6) She should be treated as human being and not like a commodity.
7) She should be given a freedom to take her own decisions.

1)
2)
3)
4)
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Observations:
The Participants were agreeing with the Explanations provided during the discussion but lack
connection, may be due to the this section speaks more about the Patriarchy and
discrimination that girls are facing .
Activity 3: Child Marriage How Much ? where ? and Impact
Facilitator : Ms. Pooja Yadav
The facilitator started explaining that she is also at the early 30’s, the presentation about the
Concept card always make her think about her our life. she got the opportunity to get good
education, she is post-graduate, knowledgeable and working in the social development
sector. But the question of marriage is always around her, she at this age even though
educated, has no right to take decision about her own marriage. She also found that since she
is not at home most of the time due to her work schedule, people don’t see her doing the
socially accepted work that women is supposed to. In fact she is being labelled as outgoing
girl, not a Cultured girl. All women participants here does the negotiations and compromise
to reach office every day. It is import to recognize a single effort of the women. We are a
progressive state and have the highest GDP in India. We are still coming in 5 major districts
with high % of Child Marriage in India. She mentioned that in our state out of 10 people 7
have the smart phones but we are yet to reach to the highest goal of educating the girls till
the 10 years. We need to examine ourselves and make sure to monitor ourselves to reach to
SDG goal 5.2 to eradicating the Child Marriage and bring down the figure of the Child Marriage
to 0. For doing this we need to understand where we stand today in these figures, as village
as taluka as district and as state. Let’s look at the data of NFHS 5 which is quite revealing and
eye opening for all of us.
This PPT presentation was focused on the NFHS 5 Data showing the Maharashtra’s rank in
child marriage and its percentage. District wise percentage of the child marriage and its corelation with the Stunting of below 5 years children. Percentage of the girls completing 10
years of education and co-relation with the increase in child marriage districts where
percentage of girl child education is less than 10 years.
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Child Marriage Cases in Maharashtra: 21.9 %
७०.
६०.
५०.

६२.४

४७.७

४०.
३०.

३१.४

२०.

४८.९ ३९.४
२८.९

१०.
०.

१९९८-१९९९

२००५-२००६

३२.५

२६.३
२०.४

२०१५-२०१६

२७.६

२१.९
१५.७

२०१९-२०२०

Aurangabad, Jalna, Hingoli, Nanded, Osmanabad are among 18 Districts with the highest
percentage of child marriage as compare to Maharashtra Average.
District
Aurangabad
Jalna
Nanded
Hingoli
Osmanabad

Percentage
35.8%
35.0%
32.2%
37.1%
36.6%
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Girls completing 10 years of education District wise Presentation:

परर्णी
बीड
धळ
ु े
सोलापरू
हहींगोल
उस्मानाबाद
औरीं गाबाद
जालना
नाींदेड
लातरू
नाशिक
जळगाि
िाशिम
साींगल
अहमदनगर
बल
ु ढाणा
नींदरु बार
पण
ु े
कोल्हापरू
ठाणे
सातारा
रायगड
अकोला
यितमाळ
गडचिरोल
मींब
ु ई उपनगर
अमरािती
िधाा
िींद्रपरू
नागपरू
गोंहदया
शसींधद
ु ा
ु ग
िहर
ई
मींब
ु
रत्नाचगर
र्ींडारा

८०
७०
६०
५०
४०
३०
२०
१०
०

बाल वििाह

१० िषे शिक्षण घेतलेल्या महहलाींिे प्रमाण

Corelation between early marriages and stunting of children below 5 years of age- District
wise presentation.
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Key Messages:
1) Trend of Child Marriages in Maharashtra from 1998 to 2020, shows that it has reduced
to nearly 1/5th. However, this has taken a long time and we need to act now to end
the child marriages in Maharashtra.
2) Aurangabad, Hingoli, Jalna, Nanded and Osmanabad rates of child marriage are much
higher than the state average of 21.9%.
3) Concern is out of 36 districts 18 districts are having the higher rate of child marriage.
Out of which 16 districts has less than 50% of the girls who archive 10 years of
schooling. Marathwada lacks the tendency of sending their girl child to get the
education in another district or taluka. There are droughts, crop failures and migration
contributing factors for increasing the rate of child marriage.
4) 13 Districts have high rates of stunting. adolescent girl lack the capacity to hold the
child in her pelvic bone since her body is not fully developed, she is also a victim of
anaemia and low BMI. Mother with these complications have shown the result of
delivering a child with the low weight. The child may become stunted and wasted.

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

90

Thus, direct correlation can be observed indicating that reducing child marriages will
also ensure better health for children.
5) Figures showing girls completing 10 years of education crosses 40% the impact on
Child Marriage starts showing but strongly impacts the CM when grows beyond 50%.
This also holds true for the 5 districts. Unless every effort is made to ensure that 50%
or more girls complete at the least 10 years of their schooling, we will not be able to
make significant changes in the ending practices of child marriages.
6) Child Marriage robs girls of their childhood and threatens their lives. Girls are likely to
experience domestic violence, creates pregnancy complications and increase is infant
mortality. Isolation of girl child impact her physically, psychologically.
7) Child Marriage has a larger impact on the health care and Economic development of
the country.
A SAKSHYUM ( Sushikshit( Educated ,Anubhavi( Experienced), Kushal ( Skiiled),Saman(Equal),
Hushar ( Intelligent ) , Udyamshil( Entrepreneurial) and Mukta (Free) children of Maharashtra)
Movie was shown to all the participants after the Discussion.
Session 3: Stakeholders to fight child marriage
Activity 1: Child Marriage Stakeholders and their roles
Facilitator: Dr. Sarita Shankaran, Child Rights Consultant.
Brief about the session :
Participants were asked to write a social belief that support the practices of child marriage.
Participants have written the Social and other beliefs like Protection of girls, no schools near
the village, Apathy of the Parents to educate girls, Lack of finance, particular social group
belief that Girls education is not important, Social Beliefs and Apathy of the Community to
respond to the child marriage, families with many girls, No Strong Support from family to girl,
Migration of families.
After the Reasons/Beliefs provided by Participants Dr. Sarita explained about the word the
Security and its corelation with the Sex of the Women. She explained that Girls protection
hidden in the threat that society having about the sexuality of the girl. We have seen that
violence against the women and children are taking place in all settings: at home, school, child
care institutions most of the time someone known to the child is abuser. It is equally
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important to think beyond the sexuality of the girl child and focus on the her overall
development.
Whenever we are thinking about any particular social reasons, we should get in to the depth
of it to understand the real reason.
After this explanation Aamchi Urmila Play was played:
Activity 2: Role- Play based on Aamchi Urmila( 1 hr)
Step 1: Aamchi Urmila Play ( Episode 10) was played till 3 min 55 sec- Aamchi Urmila a radio
skit is built around a feisty but loved female protagonist, Urmila, a school teacher. After this
participants were divided in to 9 groups, given a different characters, as a major stakeholders.
where they were asked to discuss about the following question’s and what can they do as per
the role given to them to complete this play for stopping the child marriage.
Group Presentation:
1) Mother :
a. Girls should be provided with the Knowledge and skills, so that she can say no.
b. Understand the child and help to speak about her worries.
c. Don’t push girls to marry, understand the her age is for playing and taking
education.
d. Mother and father to ask for girls permission whether she is ready for
marriage. even after the age of 18 years.
2) Father:
a. Not to Discriminate between girl and boy.
b. Give freedom to Girls to take her decision.
c. Make sure that along Girl complete her minimum 10 years of schooling and
aspire for higher education.
d. Help her to grow in life.
3) Anganawadi and Asha Working:
a. Meet the parents and relatives of the girl and counsel them about the girls
education.
b. Identify the houses with the Adolescent girls. Plan frequent visits there.
c. Work together and have communication about the Child Marriage with
Adolescent girls.
d. Be a part of the VCPC’s.
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4) Gram Panchayat members:
a. Pass resolution in the gram Sabha for stopping the Child Marriage.
b. Intervene in the cases of stopping child marriage.
c. Work with CMPO’s and Police.
5) District Child Protection Unit:
a. Create awareness about the PCMA Act at the village level.
b. Visit the house of the girl child to understand the situation.
c. In case of critical situation present the child to CWC for the protection.
d. Ask for Age proofs of the Bride and Groom.
e. Work in close coordination with CMPO, Police and Anganwadi.
f. Ensure the undertaking is written by the Relatives of the Girl including parents
that they will marry her child only when she completes her 18 years of age.
6) Marriage Facilitators:
a. Say no to the Customer, if they found that it is child marriage.
b. Inform the nearer Police Station about the same.
c. Ask for the age proof from the bride and grooms family.
7) Teachers:
a. To help the girls to speak about the child marriage
b. To provide information about the PCMA Act.
c. Ensure the monitoring of girls dropping out of school.
d. Have meetings with parents frequently
e. Speak with Anganwadi workers to understand the family situation.
8) Relatives:
a. Don’t pressurize the Girl or her parents to get marry.
b. Don’t embrace child by saying you have grown now, need to get marry.
c. Support the girls education.
9) Child:
a. Talk to friend or teacher about child marriage.
b. Know about the CHILDLINE 1098.
c. Speak with parents about her disagreements.
After the group presentations, participants were asked to choose a one person from their
group, who can take out these recommendations for completing the Aamchi Urmila play. All
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the characters set together to develop a play and Then they performed a play in front of
everyone. The solutions were based on the recommendations provided in the groups.
Activity 2 : Power Point Presentation on Prevention, Intervention and Post-Intervention
rehabilitation for ending child marriage. What can you do?
Facilitator : Dr. Sarita Shankaran
Key Messages:
1) Ending Child Marriages needs collaborated efforts for prevention, reporting and
response, coordination and monitoring to effectively end child marriages.
2) Change process requires the involvement of a range of stakeholders. Individual,
Family, society, institutions and environment needs to be provided with Education,
Communication and counselling, awareness and campaigns, capacity building and
technical support and strong laws and policies for ending child marriages. It
continuously needs support for building agency, demand for the change and advocacy
for the changes for legal and administrative actions.
3) It requires multi-pronged interventions such as awareness, Economic Support, legal
interventions and family support.
4) Prevention needs Awareness, Education, Empowerment, Engagement and
Recognition.
5) Reporting is mandatory, it can be done by anyone.
6) Intervention by CMPOs, CHILDLINE and DCPO before the Child Marriage is important
after the reporting.
7) There should be intervention and involvement from Village to State for ending child
marriage.
Like Sister Movie:
This is an award winning movie, conceptualized and presented by CHILDLINE India. The movie
is also shown to discuss the impact of child marriage on the health and overall life the girl.
The movie also shows the comparison between the girls life who are married early age and
the life of girls who are married after the age of 18 years.
End of Day One
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Day 2:
Day 2, begin with reviewing the day 1 by participants. Due to participants were late and
technical issue at the hall the session begun directly with the Laws presentation
Session 3: With the Law
Activity 1: Power Point Presentation- Prohibition of Child Marriage Act 2006( PCMA)
Facilitator: Mr. Kiran Bilore
He provided the Background about the defining the age for marriage in the PCMA act. He
mentioned that PCMA does have patriarchal view in the decision of age for child marriage.
Marriage is very personal issue and whereas it also has Social and religious turban around it.
Every religion, social group has their own beliefs and customs for arranging and solemnizing
the marriage. The act tried to create a common age of marriage irrespective of Religion and
social groups.
It is recommended by the WHO, that if the Indian couple delays their first child birth at the
age of 25 than, it will help us to reduce our population. UNICEF has also agreed with this
recommendation. This special act device the Prevention, Protection and Punishment for the
child marriage.
Key Messages :
1)
2)
3)
4)

PCMA is a special law to deal with the Child Marriages.
It defines the minimum age of marriage for girl as 18 years and boys as 21 years.
Marriage of either girl before 18 years and 21 years is punishable in the law.
Important to understand and act on the situations potential that increase a girls risk
to being marriage early.
5) Every frontline worker should work in close communication with girls families at the
ground level.
6) Responsibility of preventing child marriage is legally assigned to the CMPO’s and
supportive organizations like DCPO’s and CHILDLINE as a part of the administration
will also play an important role.
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7) Child Protects the survival and provide protection for the food, shelter and wellbeing.
It protects the survivor and the children born out of this marriage.
8) Punishments for the facilitator includes family members and marriage facilitators, that
includes penalty of Rs. 1 lack and imprisonment till 2 years
9) Girl child after completing her age of 18 years can file complaint for her child marriage
and seek for the protection.
Discussion:
It is asked by the DCPO unit staff that if the marriage has happened in the isolation that how
to protect the child from that marriage. Nishit Sir replied that as per the law and court, the
marriage has not happened as per the marriage law by registering it. Court has an opinion
that they will not intervene in this type of matter. The PCMA says that if the child express that
she is forced or beaten or abused to get marry, than the court can make the marriage null
and vide by passing a order.
It has discussed by Nishit Sir, that State is under the process of reviving the PCMA Rules. He
is also part of the Committee formed by the state under the guidance of Hon’ble Minister
Yashomati Thakur for the same. Earlier in the PCMA rules only two paragraphs are mentioned
about the CPMO role, Now the committee have tried to fix the process for prevention,
Protection and Rehabilitation. The rules will also have the role definition.

Activity 2: Power Point Presentation on CSA and POCSO
Facilitator: Nishit Kumar
Mr. Nishit Kumar provided the background behind the POCSO Act passed in the Rajya Sabha.
He mentioned that before 2013 there were no law or any article that prevent or punish the
criminal for the child sexual abuse. It began with the process CHILDINE intervening in the
suspicious death of the child staying in the Shelter privately run by the British navy officers in
Colaba. The IPC was also not providing any protective measures and punishment against the
Child Sexual Abuse. Due to this the court was not providing any major punishment to the
perpetrators of child sexual abuse before.
He mentioned that POCSO has been developed with the joint support from the CHILDLINE,
Activists and Advocates in the country. CHILDLINE Episode in Satyamev Jayate, the show is
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an Indian television talk show aired on various channels within Star Network along
with Doordarshan's DD National The first season of the show premiered on 8 May 2012 and
marked the television debut of popular Bollywood actor and filmmaker Khan. The show
focuses on sensitive social issues prevalent in India such as female foeticide, child sexual
abuse, rape, honour killings, domestic violence, untouchability, alcoholism, and the
criminalization of politics. The show appealed the general public to send sms to the
government for passing the POCSO Act for stopping child marriage and ultimately it got
passed in Loksabha and president of India signed the document on 14th November 2012.
In the beginning of the presentation, Highway film clip of the Alia Bhat ”Heera ki Kahani”
The clip depicts the pain, trauma, physical and sexual assault that is faced by the Survivor of
the sexual abuse from her own words. It shows the abuse is done by the Uncle. The survivor
is a runaway child and she confront about her disagreement to the abuse that she has faced,
and wanted to leave the house. Since she does not feel safe inside the house. She mentioned
that she is being worn by her parents to be aware about the outsider and unknown people
but not given any guidance to be aware about people inside the house too. The film clip
creates a long lasting impact on the minds of people who watch it and sets the tone for
discussion about the child sexual abuse in the hall.

Key Messages:
Understanding Child Sexual Abuse:
7) Child Sexual Abuse is an act a powerful person, on a child
8) Symptoms of abuse like difficulty in walking, unexplained injures and change in
behaviour of child should be understand.
9) A Supportive environment and attitude should be developed for the child facing or
survivor of CSA.
10) Make the child understand that this is abuse and he/she should talk about it.
11) It is not child fault
12) It is important to listen to children and should not blame them.
Understanding the PCMA:
7) This is a special act to address the sexual violence against children.
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8) This act defines various types of sexual assaults- Sexual, aggravated sexual assault,
penetrative, aggravated penetrative.
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Punishments :
Penetrative sexual assault:
a. Minimum punishment raised from 7 to 10 years
b. If committed on child below 16, increased to 20 years to life plus fine
Aggravated penetrative sexual assault:
c. Added: (i) assault resulting in death of child, and (ii) assault committed during a natural
calamity, or in any similar situations of violence.
d. Minimum punishment raised from 10 to 20 years and maximum: Death
Aggravated sexual assault:
e. Added(i) assault committed during a natural calamity, and (ii) administrating or help in
administering any hormone or any chemical substance, to a child for the purpose of attaining
early sexual maturity.
9) Bill defines child pornography as any visual depiction of sexually explicit conduct involving a
child including photograph, video, digital or computer generated image indistinguishable
from an actual child.
10) Responsibility of protecting children CSA is on Teachers, Doctors, Priests, Police etc,
11) Punishments after amendments:
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Offence

POCSO Act, 2012

Use of child for pornographic
purposes

· Maximum:
years

5

· Minimum:
years

10

· Maximum:
imprisonment

life

Use of child for pornographic
purposes
resulting
in
penetrative sexual assault

Use of child for pornographic
purposes
resulting
in
aggravated penetrative sexual
assault

Use of child for pornographic
purposes resulting in sexual
assault

Use of child for pornographic
purposes
resulting
in
aggravated sexual assault

2019 Bill

· Minimum: 5 years

· Minimum: 10 years
(in case of child below
16 years: 20 years)
· Maximum:
imprisonment

life

· Minimum: 20 years
· Life
imprisonment

· Minimum:
years

· Maximum: life
imprisonment, or death.

Six

· Minimum:
years

Three

· Maximum: Eight
years

· Maximum: Five years

· Minimum: Eight
years

· Minimum:
years

Five

· Maximum:
years

· Maximum:
years

Seven

10
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After the presentation Komal Movie was shown to the Participants to ensure the pictorial
recognition of the CSA that might be happening around them.
The film talks about the abuse can happen at any place and anyone can do it even the close
relatives. It should be recognized on time, and support should be generated from the
CHILDLINE 1098 for providing a safe and protective environment to the child and complaining
about the Perpetrator.
After the movie Participants were informed that Child Sexual abuse is possible when the child
gets to the marriage at early age. The law has prevents to have sexual relationship by or with
children below the age of 18 years.

Activity 3: Power Point Presentation – Juvenile Justice ( Care and Protection Act), 2015
Facilitator: Dr. Sarita Shankaran
Medium: Zoom Call
Key Messages:
1) JJ Act provides protection to Two types of Children- Children in Conflict with law and
Children in need of care and protection .
2) The law not only provides protection to the children in difficult circumstances but also
those who due to various circumstances are likely to be in danger or at risk.
3) Child Welfare committee who seats in the Protection houses are responsible for taking
care of the Children in need of care and protection. Juvenile Justice Board is
responsible for providing the protection and rehabilitation measures for Children in
conflict with law.
4) Anyone can produce a child in need of care and protection to the Child Welfare
committee
5) Children affected with child marriage are children in need of care of protection.
6) There has to be protected environment for children, CWC ensures to provide the
same, function for the Best interest of the child.
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Discussion:
Child affected with the Child Marriage is also coming under child in need of care and
protection. She introduced the CWC member, since she was present for the Training to
everyone and asked the ICDS supervisors and LHV’s to coordinate or communicate with the
CWC’s in case any child protection related cases.
Observation :
Participants shown their interest in understanding this law since they felt that this is very
important law, LHV’s and ICDS Supervisors shared that they have heard about the law but not
sure its content. CWC is very important forum for children and it should be accessible for all
and information regarding the same should be given to all the people.

Lunch Break:

Session 4: Communication Skills:
Facilitator: Nishit Kumar
The activity was mostly the experiment basis to make the participant understand the
importance of good communication skills.
Key Messages:
1) Being a trainer we should have proper postures, eye contact and face expressions,
body language, clothes, Voice, Preparation.
2) We should give good first impressions.
Discussions and Observations:
Participants enjoying the session and understanding the skills with different activities.
This was the first time this type of training was taken by the WCD, ICDS supervisors were
sharing. The average age of the participants were between 45-55 years. This has also caused
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that some of them were not performing some of the activities. We observed that two
physically abled Trainers were also part of this training and they thoroughly participated in
the session.
Some Participants were hurry, since they are staying far from the Kalamnuri. They were asked
to leave the session.
After the Session Feedback forms were distributed to the participants.
Certificate Distribution Ceremony was conducted after the Feedback forms received as well
as oral Feedbacks were given by the Trainers about their experience, knowledge and skills
they gained. Participants also provided their experiences of stopping child marriages and
need to collective actions.
Hingoli Certificate Distribution ceremony held in presence of Hon’ble Residential District
Collector Ms. Suryavanshi Sir, Hon’ble Upper District Collector Mr. Berge Sir Felicitating
Certificate of Participation to Master Trainers at DTDC hall, Hingoli on 15th and 16th Feb 2021.

Feedback Quotes :
Ms. Kusum Waghmare, LHV, Health Department, she shared that “ very few opportunities we
get to work for the others, I am about to get retired in next 5-6 years. I have decided that I
give my time, energy and knowledge for ending child marriage. I am responsible for stopping
child marriages.
Ms. Asha Paikrao, ICDS Supervisor, Women and Child Development Department, she
mentioned that “ I learn that it is important to work for changing the social behaviour of the
society for ending child marriage. The training was helpful to understand this complex issue
very easily. I am feeling energetic and got the vision to work towards it.
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Feedback form Analysis :
Section 1 & 3 :
Total 66 participants filled feedback form, almost all the sessions are rated between 3-4 mark
by almost all the participants. Out of 66 who filled form 61 participants have expressed that
they are feeling confident now and will definitely conduct this TOT program among
AWW/ANM’s.
63 participants have expressed that they have learned new things through this training. 61
shared that they will definitely intervene in the cases for stopping child marriage. 34 people
think that it is most important to have strong law implementation , there is need to educate
community through campaigns and promoting education of both boys and girls is very
important for effectively addressing the issue of child marriage and stopping child marriage.

Comparison of responses to the pre and post-test ( Section 2) questions:
1. Who is a child as per law?
In Hingoli, only 29 of the 43 participants felt that a child is a person below the age of 18 years.
However, in the post-test, this number showed a significant increase and 42 participants
answered correctly.
Legal age of child (Hingoli) Pre-test % Post-test %
Below 18 years

67.44

97.67

Below 16 years

9.30

0.00

Below 14 years

20.93

2.33

Not answered
2.33
0.00
Total
100.00
100.00
As seen in the table, the proportion of participants choosing the correct option increased from
67% to 97%. While there were a significant number of participants who thought that 14 was
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the legal age for a child, they were able to revise and correct this misconception due to the
training inputs.
2. What is the type of children covered under the UNCRC?
The participants at Hingoli were also able to use the
training to revise their knowledge of UNCRC. As seen in
the chart, the proportion of participants choosing the
correct option increased from 83% to 95%. This
indicates that the participants were able to understand
the scope of the UNCRC and see child rights as being
universally applicable.

Children covered by UNCRC (Hingoli)
100.00

83.72 95.35
11.63
2.33

50.00

4.65 2.33

0.00

POOR
DISABLED
ALL
CHILDREN CHILDREN CHILDREN
pre-test %

post-%

3. Children who need protection due to any situation, are provided support under which law?
The response to the question on which law can be used to provide protection to any child,
had the following response at Hingoli:
Laws for Child protection pre-test % Post-test %
CLPRA
JJ Act
POCSO
NA
Total

32.56
39.53
25.58
2.33
100

11.63
65.12
23.26
0.00
100

As seen in the table above, pre-test data showed that, even though a majority of the
participants chose JJ Act as the main law for child protection, a significant proportion also
chose the child labor act and POCSO. However, after the training, the proportion of
participants choosing JJ Act increased significantly (from 39.5% to 65%). The numbers of
participants choosing CLPRA and POCSO reduced, in the post-test. This indicates that the
participants at Hingoli were able to connect the JJ Act to the other laws for children. This
change can definitely be attributed to the training inputs.
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4. Who should be immediately informed of a child marriage that is about to take place?
The response to the question on who should
be informed regarding a child marriage also
indicated a better understanding of the
process of handing child marriage situations.
81.4% participants responding correctly in
the post-test as against 67.4% in the pre-test.
This indicates a better understanding of the
PCMA and the designated persons under this
law, who are responsible for intervening in
child marriage situations. As compared to
Aurangabad and Nanded, this difference was
higher.

Person to be informed about
child marriage (Hingoli)
100.00
80.00

81.40
67.44

60.00
27.91

40.00

13.95

4.65 4.65

20.00
0.00
CMPO

District Sarpanch
Judge
Pre-test %
Post-test %

5. People continue with the practice of child marriage because:
Reasons for child marriage (Hingoli) pre-test % post-test %
Ignorance of law

60.47

74.42

Girls not valued
Fear of elopement

16.28
23.26

16.28
9.30

100

100

Total

As seen in the table above, 64.4% of the participants felt that child marriages happened because
people were ignorant of the law. This number increased to 74.4% in the post-test. This meant that the
participants continued to believe that people were ignorant of the law. However, the numbers of
participants who thought that fear of elopement was a factor, reduced significantly, in the post-test.
This also indicates that the training was able to clear up some of the misconceptions regarding the
cause for child marriage.
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Photos:

Photo 1: Hon’ble Mr. V.G.Shinde, District Women and Child Development Department, Ms.
Sarswati Korde. District Child Protection Unit, Ms. Aruna Sangewar, District Supply Officer,
Hingoli were present for the Inauguration program.
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Photo 2: of Hon’ble Residential District Collector Ms. Suryavanshi Sir, Hon’ble Upper District
Collector Mr. Berge Sir Felicitating Certificate of Participation to Master Trainers.

Photo 3: Role of Stakeholders for ending child marriage, group discussion session.
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Photo 4: Session on Scope of Child Marriage in Maharashtra and its implications.

Photo 5: Master Trainer Ms. Anjali Jadhav, Trainer, Health Department Expressing her
feedback about the TOT program.
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:

Report 4: Osmanabad TOT program

i. DPDC Hall, Central Administrative Building, Osmanabad
ii. Date: 4th and 5th March 2021
iii. . Participants: 64

Sr. No.

Department

1

Women & Child Development

2

Health

3
4
5
6

Education
CHILDLINE 1098
ICPS/DWCD
NGO
Total

Designation
Anganwadi Supervisor
Anganwadi Sevika
BNO
LHV
ANM
Education Extension Officers
Team
Team
Director's

Total
Number
17
4
6
1
1
11
3
17
4
64

iv.
Welcome and Inauguration:
The TOT Started with the registration of the Participants. Heart-warming welcome was given
to all the participants by the SBC3. Pre-test forms were given to the participants before
starting the TOT.
Mr. Kiran Provided the Brief introduction about the program and welcome all the Dignitaries
of the program on the stage. Dignitaries were felicitated with flowers by SBC3, DCPO and
DWCD office staff.
To light the lamp of hope, courage and knowledge for ending child marriage among the
frontline workers, a lamp lighting ceremony and Savitrimai Phule picture was garland with
flower were held in presence of Dignitaries.
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Context Setting by Nishit Sir
Mr. Nishit Kumar, Founder and Chairman, SBC3, given the introductory speech, he mentioned
that UNICEF and SBC3 in collaboration are working on the Child Marriage issue in the
Maharashtra from last Two and half years. We have developed a Social Behaviour Change
Strategy for ending child marriage with thorough research. he expressed his apologize for
speaking in Hindi.
He started his speech by mentioning that Maharashtra is Ranked Number 1 in the GDP in the
India, we have stock market, film industry, major technology hubs and various industries here
in Maharashtra. We are blessed with the thoughts of legends whose birth place is
Maharashtra like Dr. Ambedkar, Jyotirao and Savitri Bai Phule, Bal Gangadhar Tilak also the
legendary sports person Sachin Tendulkar. But we need to think that why there is higher
literacy rate in Kerala, 75% of girls in Kerala are completing their 10 years of schooling and in
Maharashtra the percentage of girls completing 10 years of schooling is only 46.7%.
He provided information about the NFHS 5 Data, where he mentioned that out of 100, 35
children are stunted in Maharashtra. He explained that stunting means child height does not
in proportionate with his age. When the child weight is less than 2.00-2.25 kg at the time of
his birth, he is more potential to get in to the risk of stunting. When child is stunted, science
has proven that his IQ will be around 80, that’s called Moron IQ. The person with this IQ Will
not be able to complete his education nor learn any skills. Stunting causes due to the bad
health of the mother, parameters like growth in mother’s weight during the pregnancy should
be 10 -12 kg, is only possible to achieve when the mother is not anaemic . Mothers BMI should
be more than 18 and if she is stunted, than her Pelvic bone structure will not be able to carry
a child with the weight of 2 to 2.5 kg.
He mentioned that in Maharashtra out of 5, 1 Marriage is Child Marriage. Child marriage is
the biggest reason to give birth to the stunted children. it is important to End Child Marriages.
It is very important to educate every child, and provided with 10 years of schooling, if the girl
child is educated, she can earn and take decisions for herself and also regarding her marriage
at right age. This will turn in to delay in pregnancy and will be able to deliver the healthy child.
He mentioned that we have done a need assessment for this two days Training program, on
the basis of those responses we are able to develop this TOT module. This TOT is combination
of Knowledge and skills for all the participants. Participants will enjoy all the sessions for 2
days.
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Speakers View :
Hon’ble Ms. Additional Collector Ms. Awale, Mr. Nipanikar Sir, DWCD Hingoli and Mr. Kove
Sir, District Child Protection Officer AND, Mr. Shelke sir, DPO, DWCD office were present for
the Inauguration program.
Mr. Nipanikar Sir, DWCD, initiated his talk by addressing all the department, to listen to the
trainers properly. Since the Stunting and wasting, low IQ’s are the common factors that we
all deal collectively as department’s. he explained that it is a time to give support and strength
to each other for ending child marriage. He mentioned that DWCD office has succeeded in
stopping 28 child marriages in the Covid 19.The biggest issue that is ignored in the case of
child marriage is Rehabilitation of the child. There is need to address it and work on it together
by facilitating the families to access the government schemes. We all departments have
worked in Covid 19 and needs to be form a movement to end child marriage in our district.
Ms. Awale, Additional Collector, Osmanabad, Shared that she was posted in the Mokhada
District, where she found that % of child marriage is very less in general but it is very high in
particular community. We need to identify the social beliefs, norms and customs of the
communities and mould our narratives while initiating dialogues with them. It is important to
identify the reasons at the ground more effectively to deal with the cases. Being a trainers
you should motivate people to respond to the cases of ask for the support from DCPO and
collector office in case of emergency situation. She shared her number with everyone for easy
access and in case of emergency.
After this Ms. Kiran thanked everyone for such a valuable suggestions and motivational
words. He asked Ms. Pooja Yadav, head of Program, State, Ending Child Marriage Project(
UNICEF) to provide the details about the Schedule of the TOT and Rules that everyone needs
to follow during the TOT program.
Before the session for highlighting the importance of using mask, sir conducted one small act,
where he acted that we can look beautiful, we can speak and breath even after we wear a
mask.
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vii.
Sessions brief :
Session 1: Rights, Gender and Agency
Activity 1: Child Rights and Violence against Children
Facilitator : Mr. Nishit Kumar
Brief about the Activity:
This Activity was focused on understanding the concept of rights from the Legal and
Constitutional Perspectives with the Power point Presentation.
Spot Survey : The survey was to understand the understanding of the Trainers about the
Rights, Constitution and UNCRC( United Nations Convention on Rights of Children). Only three
Trainer, scored 20 out of 20. ) . He mentioned that participant with the score of 14-18 has a
basic knowledge about the laws, participants below the score of 14, needs to gain more
knowledge about the rights of the people.
Key Messages:
1) Origin of the rights concept is in the 20th Century, after the world war I and II.
2) Formation of United Nations for Peace and Justice and Development of Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
3) Relation between the Human rights and Indian Constitution.
4) UNCRC as an inclusive police for the rights of all children.
5) Child Rights- Survival, Development, Protection and Participation of every child.
6) Responsibility for ensuring the child rights is on state, and Parents, Families and
communities are classified as care givers.
7) Constitution of India Treats children equal with adult citizens. Entitlements for
children in the constitution
8) Age of child as per Indian Legislation are different.
9) India being multi-caste- cultural-religious country, affects the rights of children.
children are double marginalized if they belongs to the marginalized caste-class, in
that girls experience further marginalization due to gender.
10) Child Protection requires Prevention, Intervention and Rehabilitation program for
ensuring the rights of each child.
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This part was ended with the Roll call movie of UNICEF, the purpose of showing the movie is
to give a pictorial understanding about the situation of children in it.
About the film :
The Roll call: Source UNICEF India : https://youtu.be/OjO-L61Z3Po
Globally nearly 115 million children are involved in hazardous work. Children’s over all
development is affected due to various types of abuse Children are not subject to work for
their survival and development. The short film focuses on Children should be at school and
not at work..
Gender and Agency:
The Session was initiated with the picture of role that Girl or Women is playing the society.
The child claiming her rights by saying “mala Jagu Dya”. Let me live. The session ended with
the Kamala Bhasin short video, of “Azadi”, claiming freedom from Violence, Patriarchy,
Hierarchy, from silence, for walking freely, talking, singing, celebrating and dancing, which is
not bound by the society.
Key Messages :
1) Gender roles are imposed by Socio and cultural beliefs.
2) The Societal imposed roles develop the boundaries
3) Girls should decide their own roles, take their own decision and break the boundaries that
are stopping their development.
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Session 2: Understanding Gender Roles, gender discrimination, patriarchy, agency and
consent
Activity 2: The session Started with Concept Card Discussion:
Facilitator : Ms. Pooja Yadav

Ms. Pooja Yadav, Read the Messages that Girls want to express to the society about her life
and asked above mentioned questions to initiate the discussion about the Gender Roles,
gender discrimination, patriarchy, agency and consent. Dr. Pooja, asked the below
mentioned questions to the Participants
Following questions were asked to the Trainers and responses from the participants:
1) What do you think is the main theme of the poster? तुमच्या मताप्रमाणे ह्या चित्रािा

मुख्य विषय काय आहे ?
Answers: The concept card is about the girls who wants to educate and not to get marry early
age.
2) What does the girl say about society’s notions about their capacities? मुल च्
ीं या कुित ि
क्षमतेच्या सींदर्ाात समाजाच्या धारणेबद्दल मुलगी काय साींगत आहे ?

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

115

Answers: Girls are subject to work for the house. She should look beautiful and she should be
protected by boys. She should not go alone. She should get marry early and have kids.
3) What according to her, is preventing her from achieving her dreams? ह्या मल
ु च्या

मताप्रमाणे, ततला ततिे स्िप्न साकार करण्यात काय अडिणी आहे त?
Answer: Since she is pushed to get marry early. She is not getting support from the family and
everyone put restrictions on her mobility and behaviour.

4) Who is responsible for enabling her to fulfil her dreams? मुल ला ततिे स्िप्न साकार

करण्यासाठी मदत करण्यािी जबाबदार कोणािी आहे ?
Answer: we all are responsible to fulfil her dreams.

5) Why does she appeal to society to not get her marries early? मुलगी समाजाला का विनींती

करते कक ततिे लग्न लिकर लािू नये?
Answer: because she wants to fly and she is explaining that this whole world is within my
reach.
After the question answer session following Key messages were given by the Facilitator.

Key Messages :
1) Gender Discrimination is an outcome of Dominant Patriarchal System.
2) Gender Discrimination begins at home as soon as the child is born.
3) Major reason of the Child Marriage is widely accepted gender norms that devalues the
girls.
4) Lack of Access to Education and Skills ,resulted in the lack of financial independence which
reduces the ability to make decisions.
5) Girls individual identity needs to be nurtured and she should be given opportunities to
develop to its full potential.
6) She should be treated as human being and not like a commodity.
7) She should be given a freedom to take her own decisions.
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Observations:
The Participants were agreeing with the Explanations provided during the discussion but lack
connection, may be due to the this section speaks more about the Patriarchy and
discrimination that girls are facing . women were more explaining about the situation and
men explaining the situation at the home. District Collector while meeting has also shared
that the Patriarchy is very deep routed and functional generally in the Osmanabad.

Activity 3: Child Marriage How Much ? where ? and Impact
Facilitator : Ms. Pooja Yadav
The facilitator started explaining that she is also at the early 30’s, the presentation about the
Concept card always make her think about her our life. she got the opportunity to get good
education, she is post-graduate, knowledgeable and working in the social development
sector. But the question of marriage is always around her, she at this age even though
educated, has no right to take decision about her own marriage. She also found that since she
is not at home most of the time due to her work schedule, people don’t see her doing the
socially accepted work that women is supposed to. In fact she is being labelled as outgoing
girl, not a Cultured girl. All women participants here does the negotiations and compromise
to reach office every day. It is import to recognize a single effort of the women. We are a
progressive state and have the highest GDP in India. We are still coming in 5 major districts
with high % of Child Marriage in India. She mentioned that in our state out of 10 people 7
have the smart phones but we are yet to reach to the highest goal of educating the girls till
the 10 years. We need to examine ourself and make sure to monitor ourselves to reach to
SDG goal 5.2 to eradicating the Child Marriage and bring down the figure of the Child Marriage
to 0. For doing this we need to understand where we stand today in these figures, as village
as taluka as district and as state. Let’s look at the data of NFHS 5 which is quite revealing and
eye opening for all of us.
This PPT presentation was focused on the NFHS 5 Data showing the Maharashtra’s rank in
child marriage and its percentage. District wise percentage of the child marriage and its
corelation with the Stunting of below 5 years children. Percentage of the girls completing 10
years of education and corelation with the increase in child marriage districts where
percentage of girl child education is less than 10 years.
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Child Marriage Cases in Maharashtra: 21.9 %
७०.
६०.
५०.

६२.४

४७.७

४०.
३०.

३१.४

२०.

४८.९ ३९.४
२८.९

१०.
०.

१९९८-१९९९

२००५-२००६

३२.५

२६.३
२०.४

२०१५-२०१६

२७.६

२१.९
१५.७

२०१९-२०२०

Aurangabad, Jalna, Hingoli, Nanded, Osmanabad are among 18 Districts with the highest
percentage of child marriage as compare to Maharashtra Average.
District
Aurangabad
Jalna
Nanded
Hingoli
Osmanabad

Percentage
35.8%
35.0%
32.2%
37.1%
36.6%
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Girls completing 10 years of education District wise Presentation:

परर्णी
बीड
धळ
ु े
सोलापरू
हहींगोल
उस्मानाबाद
औरीं गाबाद
जालना
नाींदेड
लातरू
नाशिक
जळगाि
िाशिम
साींगल
अहमदनगर
बल
ु ढाणा
नींदरु बार
पण
ु े
कोल्हापरू
ठाणे
सातारा
रायगड
अकोला
यितमाळ
गडचिरोल
मींब
ु ई उपनगर
अमरािती
िधाा
िींद्रपरू
नागपरू
गोंहदया
शसींधद
ु ा
ु ग
िहर
ई
मींब
ु
रत्नाचगर
र्ींडारा

८०
७०
६०
५०
४०
३०
२०
१०
०

बाल वििाह

१० िषे शिक्षण घेतलेल्या महहलाींिे प्रमाण

Corelation between early marriages and stunting of children below 5 years of age- District
wise presentation.
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Key Messages:
1) Trend of Child Marriages in Maharashtra from 1998 to 2020, shows that it has reduced to
nearly 1/5th. However, this has taken a long time and we need to act now to end the child
marriages in Maharashtra.
2) Aurangabad, Hingoli, Jalna, Nanded and Osmanabad rates of child marriage are much
higher than the state average of 21.9%
3) Concern is out of 36 districts 18 districts are having the higher rate of child marriage. Out
of which 16 districts has less than 50% of the girls who archive 10 years of schooling.
Marathwada lacks the tendency of sending their girl child to get the education in another
district or taluka. There are droughts, crop failures and migration contributing factors for
increasing the rate of child marriage.
4) 13 Districts have high rates of stunting. adolescent girl lack the capacity to hold the child
in her pelvic bone since her body is not fully developed, she is also a victim of anaemia
and low BMI. Mother with these complications have shown the result of delivering a child
with the low weight. The child may become stunted and wasted. Thus, direct correlation
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can be observed indicating that reducing child marriages will also ensure better health for
children.
5) Figures showing girls completing 10 years of education crosses 40% the impact on Child
Marriage starts showing but strongly impacts the CM when grows beyond 50%. This also
holds true for the 5 districts. Unless every effort is made to ensure that 50% or more girls
complete at the least 10 years of their schooling, we will not be able to make significant
changes in the ending practices of child marriages.
6) Child Marriage robs girls of their childhood and threatens their lives. Girls are likely to
experience domestic violence, creates pregnancy complications and increase is infant
mortality. Isolation of girl child impact her physically, psychologically.
7) Child Marriage has a larger impact on the health care and Economic development of the
country.

Session 3: Stakeholders to fight child marriage
Activity 1: Child Marriage Stakeholders and their roles
Facilitator: Ms. Pooja Yadav
Brief about the session :
Participants were asked to write a social belief that support the practices of child marriage.
Participants have written the Social and other beliefs like if the girl is not in school and she is
forced to get marry early, to reduce the financial burden, if the girls are failed in the std 7-9th
they are forced to get marry, In absence of proper facilities for the accessing the education, if
both mother and father are migrants or working whole day, for the protection of girl child,
abusive or drunkard father, family without, in case love matters, social customs of some
communities, in case child is victim of abuse .
After the Reasons/Beliefs provided by Participants Ms. Pooja, explained about the word the
Security and its corelation with the Sex of the Women. She explained that Girls protection
hidden in the threat that society having about the sexuality of the girl. We have seen that
violence against the women and children are taking place in all settings: at home, school, child
care institutions most of the time someone known to the child is abuser. It is equally
important to think beyond the sexuality of the girl child and focus on the her overall
development.
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Whenever we are thinking about any particular social reasons, we should get in to the depth
of it to understand the real reason.
After this explanation Aamchi Urmila Play was played:
Activity 2: Role- Play based on Aamchi Urmila
Step 1: Aamchi Urmila Play ( Episode 10) was played till 3 min 55 sec- Aamchi Urmila a radio
skit is built around a feisty but loved female protagonist, Urmila, a school teacher. After this
participants were divided in to 9 groups, given a different characters, as a major stakeholders.
where they were asked to discuss about the following question’s and what can they do as per
the role given to them to complete this play for stopping the child marriage.
Group Presentation:
1) Mother :
a. Girls should be provided with the Knowledge and skills, so that she can say no.
b. Understand the child and help to speak about her worries.
c. Don’t push girls to marry, understand the her age is for playing and taking
education.
d. Mother and father to ask for girls permission whether she is ready for marriage
even after the age of 18 years.
2) Father:
a. Understand the Economic condition and work towards fulfilling the basic needs of
the girls including education.
b. Seek for the help in case of insolvency from the government for help.
c. Stop marriage discussions among relatives.
3) Anganawadi and Asha Working:
a. Continues Home visits to the adolescent girls.
b. Observing the Domestic violence cases.
c. Informing the Parents about PCMA.
4) Gram Panchayat members:
a. Facilitate the schemes for the poor families and their girls
b. Meeting the parents and their relatives for stopping the marriage
c. Encouraging for the higher education
d. Informing police and district administration
e. Facilitating the enrolment of girl child in schools.
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5) District Child Protection Unit:
a. Informing Child Marriage Prohibition officer
b. Counselling of family
c. Work in close coordination with Anganwadi workers
d. Presenting the Child to CWC
e. Follow up with child till she reach the legal age of marriage
f. Work with CHILDLINE during the case
g. Getting information from school about the age of the child.
6) Marriage Facilitators:
a. Ask for age proof of the bride and groom before taking any order.
b. Confront the vendors and ask them to stop the marriage
c. Put up a Board outside the store or house regarding PCMA Rules.
7) Teachers:
a. Encouraging parents to complete their girls education till 10 years
b. Monitoring the girls drop out number
c. Stop child marriage Pledge ceremony during the prayer time
d. To form the adolescent girls groups and aware the groups about the PCMA act and
Child Marriage issues.
e. Parents teachers meetings, SMC’s needs to be trained regarding PCMA and child
marriage impact.
f. Organizing Competitions and cultural programs for discussion on the Child
Marriage
g. Visiting the Drop out girls houses
h. Arranging Complaint box in the school
i. Aware the Adolescent girls about the sexual reproductive health.
j. Putting up CHILDLINE 1098 Boards in the schools.
8) Relatives:
a. Speak with the parents who are in process of arranging the marriage.
b. Understand the impact of child marriage on girl and speak about it in the family
c. Don’t allow girl to leave her education
d. Support the parents in case the marriage communication is restricted.
9) Child:
a. Talk to friend or teacher about child marriage.
b. Know about the CHILDLINE 1098
c. Speak with parents about her disagreements.
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After the group presentations, participants were asked to choose a one person from their
group, who can take out these recommendations for completing the Aamchi Urmila play. All
the characters set together to develop a play and Then they performed a play in front of
everyone. The solutions were based on the recommendations provided in the groups. The
Participants were not able to come to conclusion but it has observed that role of Teacher is
highlighted the most for stopping the child marriage. The Girl child part was played by the
men, that was the major distinctive of the play.

Activity 2 : Power Point Presentation on Prevention, Intervention and Post-Intervention
rehabilitation for ending child marriage. What can you do?
Facilitator : Dr. Sarita Shankaran
Medium: Zoom Call
Key Messages:
1) Ending Child Marriages needs collaborated efforts for prevention, reporting and
response, coordination and monitoring to effectively end child marriages.
2) Change process requires the involvement of a range of stakeholders. Individual,
Family, society, institutions and environment needs to be provided with Education,
Communication and counselling, awareness and campaigns, capacity building and
technical support and strong laws and policies for ending child marriages. It
continuously needs support for building agency, demand for the change and advocacy
for the changes for legal and administrative actions.
3) It requires multi-pronged interventions such as awareness, Economic Support, legal
interventions and family support
4) Prevention needs Awareness, Education, Empowerment, Engagement and
Recognition.
5) Reporting is mandatory, it can be done by anyone.
6) Intervention by CMPOs, CHILDLINE and DCPO before the Child Marriage is important
after the reporting
7) There should be intervention and involvement from Village to State for ending child
marriage.
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Like Sister Movie:
This is an award winning movie, conceptualized and presented by CHILDLINE India. The movie
is also shown to discuss the impact of child marriage on the health and overall life the girl.
The movie also shows the comparison between the girls life who are married early age and
the life of girls who are married after the age of 18 years.
End of Day One
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Day 2:
Day 2, begin with reviewing the day 1 by participants. Due to participants were late and
technical issue at the hall the session begun directly with the Laws presentation
Session 3: With the Law
Activity 1: Power Point Presentation- Prohibition of Child Marriage Act 2006( PCMA)
Facilitator: Mr. Kiran Bilore
He provided the Background about the defining the age for marriage in the PCMA act. He
mentioned that PCMA does have patriarchal view in the decision of age for child marriage.
Marriage is very personal issue and whereas it also has Social and religious turban around it.
Every religion, social group has their own beliefs and customs for arranging and solemnizing
the marriage. The act tried to create a common age of marriage irrespective of Religion and
social groups.
It is recommended by the WHO, that if the Indian couple delays their first child birth at the
age of 25 than, it will help us to reduce our population. UNICEF has also agreed with this
recommendation. This special act device the Prevention, Protection and Punishment for the
child marriage.
Key Messages :
1)
2)
3)
4)

PCMA is a special law to deal with the Child Marriages.
It defines the minimum age of marriage for girl as 18 years and boys as 21 years.
Marriage of either girl before 18 years and 21 years is punishable in the law.
Important to understand and act on the situations potential that increase a girls risk to being
marriage early.
5) Every frontline worker should work in close communication with girls families at the ground
level.
6) Responsibility of preventing child marriage is legally assigned to the CMPO’s and supportive
organizations like DCPO’s and CHILDLINE as a part of the administration will also play an
important role.
7) Child Protects the survival and provide protection for the food, shelter and wellbeing. It
protects the survivor and the children born out of this marriage.
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8) Punishments for the facilitator includes family members and marriage facilitators, that
includes penalty of Rs. 1 lack and imprisonment till 2 years
9) Girl child after completing her age of 18 years can file complaint for her child marriage and
seek for the protection.
10) Individually child can approach the Child Protection system about it before the marriage.
Discussion:
1) There is an issue of follow up with the girls family, it becomes difficult, since tracking each
family becomes difficult for the DCPO unit. There has to be string punishment in the PCMA
act, which will also provide the rights to the CMPO to take action.
Ms. Pooja explained that for the close monitoring we need to have VCPC’s in place at every
village, this will also work for monitoring of the every child in the field.
Mr. Nishit explained that every time we can’t impose the strict laws, it is community
responsibility and we should develop a positive dialogue with the family or relatives of the
family.
2) The PCMA act does not provide the right to child to talk about her marriage and support her
disagreement. This should be change.
Ms. Nishit explained that there is provision that it should be stopped before the marriage and
it becomes difficult to null and vide the marriage. It is like suicide, if someone is saying about
the suicidal thoughts, we should counsel him/her there, and support him/ her to come out of
it. Once the suicide is done there is nothing that we can change.
Ms. Nishit shared that State is under the process of amending the PCMA State Rules. He is
also part of the Committee formed by the state under the guidance of Hon’ble Minister
Yashomati Thakur for the same. Earlier in the PCMA rules only two paragraphs are mentioned
about the CPMO role, Now the committee have tried to fix the process for prevention,
Protection and Rehabilitation. The rules will also have the role definition.
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Activity 3: Power Point Presentation – Juvenile Justice ( Care and Protection Act), 2015
Facilitator: Dr. Sarita Shankaran
Medium: Zoom Call

Key Messages:
1) JJ Act provides protection to Two types of Children- Children in Conflict with law
and Children in need of care and protection .
2) The law not only provides protection to the children in difficult circumstances but
also those who due to various circumstances are likely to be in danger or at risk.
3) Child Welfare committee who seats in the Protection houses are responsible for
taking care of the Children in need of care and protection. Juvenile Justice Board
is responsible for providing the protection and rehabilitation measures for
Children in conflict with law.
4) Anyone can produce a child in need of care and protection to the Child Welfare
committee
5) Children affected with child marriage are children in need of care of protection.
6) There has to be protected environment for children, CWC ensures to provide the
same, function for the Best interest of the child.
Discussion:
JJ Act is for all children, it does not exclude anyone, so it is applicable to the Children affected
with child marriage. it is important to produce the child in front of CWC, even in case of child
marriage. the question was raised regarding if the parents are not ready for producing their
child in case of Child marriage than what DCPO or CHILDINE can do. In this case is it is advice
to take the Parents to the CWC and note the child marriage. Undertaking from each Relative
should be signed and the documents recovered in the child marriage should be submitted to
CWC.
Observation :
Education Department, was seen more enthusiastic to discuss about the CNCP and CCL. They
have found this act very important to understand the children, since most of the time they
are don’t know where to take the children if they found in the school. Teacher shared that
one of her Class student was not able to attend the school and she found that she is going to
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get marry in next 4 days. She was not aware about the CHILDINE 1098 helpline number. Nishit
sir asked her to first report it to the CHILDINE 1098 and DCPO to take the cognizance in this
case.
Activity 2: Power Point Presentation on CSA and POCSO
Facilitator: Nishit Kumar
Mr. Nishit Kumar provided the background behind the POCSO Act passed in the Rajya Sabha.
He mentioned that before 2013 there were no law or any article that prevent or punish the
criminal for the child sexual abuse. It began with the process CHILDINE intervening in the
suspicious death of the child staying in the Shelter privately run by the British navy officers in
Colaba. The IPC was also not providing any protective measures and punishment against the
Child Sexual Abuse. Due to this the court was not providing any major punishment to the
perpetrators of child sexual abuse before.
He mentioned that POCSO has been developed with the joint support from the CHILDLINE,
Activists and Advocates in the country. CHILDLINE Episode in Satyamev Jayate, the show is
an Indian television talk show aired on various channels within Star Network a long
with Doordarshan's DD National The first season of the show premiered on 8 May 2012 and
marked the television debut of popular Bollywood actor and filmmaker Khan. The show
focuses on sensitive social issues prevalent in India such as female foeticide, child sexual
abuse, rape, honour killings, domestic violence, untouchability, alcoholism, and the
criminalization of politics. The show appealed the general public to send SMS to the
government for passing the POCSO Act for stopping child marriage and ultimately it got
passed in Loksabha and president of India signed the document on 14th November 2012.
In the beginning of the presentation, Highway film clip of the Alia Bhat” Heera ki Kahani”
The clip depicts the pain, trauma, physical and sexual assault that is faced by the Survivor of
the sexual abuse from her own words. It shows the abuse is done by the Uncle. The survivor
is a runaway child and she confront about her disagreement to the abuse that she has faced,
and wanted to leave the house. Since she does not feel safe inside the house. She mentioned
that she is being worn by her parents to be aware about the outsider and unknown people
but not given any guidance to be aware about people inside the house too. The film clip
creates a long lasting impact on the minds of people who watch it and sets the tone for
discussion about the child sexual abuse in the hall.
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Key Messages:
Understanding Child Sexual Abuse:
1) Child Sexual Abuse is an act a powerful person, on a child
2) Symptoms of abuse like difficulty in walking, unexplained injures and change in behaviour of
child should be understand.
3) A Supportive environment and attitude should be developed for the child facing or survivor
of CSA.
4) Make the child understand that this is abuse and he/she should talk about it.
5) It is not child fault
6) It is important to listen to children and should not blame them.
Understanding the PCMA:
1) This is a special act to address the sexual violence against children.
2) This act defines various types of sexual assaults- Sexual, aggravated sexual assault,
penetrative, aggravated penetrative.
3) Punishments :
Penetrative sexual assault:
a. Minimum punishment raised from 7 to 10 years
b. If committed on child below 16, increased to 20 years to life plus fine
Aggravated penetrative sexual assault:
c. Added: (i) assault resulting in death of child, and (ii) assault committed during a natural
calamity, or in any similar situations of violence.
d. Minimum punishment raised from 10 to 20 years and maximum: Death
Aggravated sexual assault:
e. Added(i) assault committed during a natural calamity, and (ii) administrating or help in
administering any hormone or any chemical substance, to a child for the purpose of attaining
early sexual maturity.
4) Bill defines child pornography as any visual depiction of sexually explicit conduct involving a
child including photograph, video, digital or computer generated image indistinguishable
from an actual child.
5) Responsibility of protecting children CSA is on Teachers, Doctors, Priests, Police etc,
6) Punishments after amendments:
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Offence

POCSO Act, 2012

Use of child for pornographic
purposes

· Maximum:
years

5

· Minimum:
years

10

· Maximum:
imprisonment

life

Use of child for pornographic
purposes
resulting
in
penetrative sexual assault

Use of child for pornographic
purposes
resulting
in
aggravated penetrative sexual
assault

Use of child for pornographic
purposes resulting in sexual
assault

Use of child for pornographic
purposes
resulting
in
aggravated sexual assault

2019 Bill

· Minimum: 5 years

· Minimum: 10 years
(in case of child below
16 years: 20 years)
· Maximum:
imprisonment

life

· Minimum: 20 years
· Life
imprisonment

· Minimum:
years

· Maximum: life
imprisonment, or death.

Six

· Minimum:
years

Three

· Maximum: Eight
years

· Maximum: Five years

· Minimum: Eight
years

· Minimum:
years

Five

· Maximum:
years

· Maximum:
years

Seven

10
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After the presentation Komal Movie was shown to the Participants to ensure the pictorial
recognition of the CSA that might be happening around them.
The film talks about the abuse can happen at any place and anyone can do it even the close
relatives. It should be recognized on time, and support should be generated from the
CHILDLINE 1098 for providing a safe and protective environment to the child and complaining
about the Perpetrator.
After the movie Participants were informed that Child Sexual abuse is possible when the child
gets to the marriage at early age. The law has prevents to have sexual relationship by or with
children below the age of 18 years.
Lunch Break:
Session 4: Communication Skills:
Facilitator: Mr. Nishit Kumar
The activity was mostly the experiment basis to make the participant understand the
importance of good communication skills.
Key Messages:
3) Being a trainer we should have proper postures, eye contact and face expressions, body
language, clothes, Voice, Preparation.
4) We should give good first impressions.
Discussions and Observations:
Participants enjoying the session and understanding the skills with different activities.
This was the first time this type of training was taken by the WCD, ICDS supervisors were
sharing. The average age of the participants were between 45-55 years. This has also caused
that some of them were not performing some of the activities. We observed that two
physically abled Trainers were also part of this training and they thoroughly participated in
the session.

After the Session Feedback forms were distributed to the participants.
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Certificate Distribution Ceremony was conducted after the Feedback forms received as well
as oral Feedbacks were given by the Trainers about their experience, knowledge and skills
they gained. Participants also provided their experiences of stopping child marriages and
need to collective actions.
Certificate Distribution held in the presence of Mr. Shelake, DPO, WCD and Mr. Kove, DCPO.

Feedback Quotes :

Mr. Ganpati Chadare, Social worker, Tata Institute of social Sciences, she expressed that “
Linking the child rights to the Indian Constitution was the most important thing I believe. You
are able to provide us Laws information in very briefly and easy way. I learn as a trainer that
we should be prepare for providing any type of training to anyone. This two days TOT program
in Osmanabad is very important for going towards the ending child marriage.
Ms. Manisha Sukale, LHV, Heath Department, provided her feedback that “ We have been
interacting with the cases of child marriage or hearing about it but due to lack of information
to intervene in it was stopping us to getting in to it. This two days’ workshop is very important
to learn about the PCMA, Child protection systems and CHILDLINE 1098. I take this oath that
I will stop the child marriage and, also will not allow anyone to do child marriage.
Feedback form Analysis :
Section 1 & 3:
Total 56 participants filled feedback form, almost all the sessions are rated between 3-4 mark
by almost all the participants. Out of 56 who filled form 49 participants have expressed that
they are feeling confident now and will definitely conduct this TOT program among
AWW/ANM’s.
51 participants have expressed that they have learned new things through this training. 49
shared that they will definitely intervene in the cases for stopping child marriage. 28 people
think that it is most important to have strong law implementation , there is need to educate
community through campaigns and promoting education of both boys and girls is very
important for effectively addressing the issue of child marriage and stopping child marriage.
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Comparison of responses to the pre and post-test ( Section 2) questions:

1. Who is a child as per law?

Legal age of child (Osmanabad) Pre-test % Post-test %
Below 18
Below 16
Below 14
NA
Total

82.22
0.00
17.78
0.00
100

93.33
2.22
4.44
2.22
100

As seen in the table above, 82% of the participants felt that a child is a person below the age of 18
years. However, at the end of the training, this proportion increased to 93%. It is significant that the
proportion of participants who chose the option -below 14 years, reduced significantly in the posttest. Thus, the training inputs were able to clarify this wrong notion among the participants.
2. What is the type of children covered under the UNCRC?
A majority of the participants (over 93%) were
children covered under UNCRC
aware of the UNCRC and felt that it was
(Osmanbad)
applicable to all children. This was the highest
93.33 97.78
among all the four districts. In the post-test,
100.00
97.7% participants chose this option. Unlike
4.44
0.00
2.22
2.22
other districts, none of the participants felt that
0.00
0.00
0.00
the UNCRC was only for disabled children. this
understanding of the universal nature of the
UNCRC was a result of the training inputs.
Pre-test %

Post-test %
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3. Children who need protection due to any situation, are provided support under which law?

Laws to protect children Pre-test % Post-test %
CLPRA
JJ Act
POCSO
NA
Total

28.89
64.44
6.67
0.00
100

20.00
60.00
17.78
2.22
100

As seen in the table above, the proportion of participants who chose JJ Act as the law that
provides overall protection to children, reduced from 64% to 60% in Osmanabad. However,
the numbers of participants who were aware of POCSO increased from 6% to 17.7%. This
indicates that the participants were not able to understand the relevance of the JJ Act and its
linkage to the overall child protection issues of children. However, more numbers of
participants were able to understand POCSO which was the result of the training inputs.

4. Who should be immediately informed of a child marriage that is about to take place?

Person to inform regarding child marriage
(Osmanabad)
CMPO
District Judge
Sarpanch
NA
Total

Pretest %
80.00
0.00
17.78
2.22
100

Posttest %
95.56
0.00
4.44
0.00
100

Participants in Osmanabad were aware of the importance and role of the CMPO with regard to
intervening in child marriage situations. As seen in the table above, a significantly larger proportion of
participants selected the correct response. They were clearly more aware of the process of dealing
with a case of child marriage.
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5. People continue with the practice of child marriage because:
As seen in the chart, the percentage of
participants who believed that child
Reasons for child marriage
marriages occurred due to people’s
(Osmanabad)
ignorance of the law, was much lower than
48.89
48.89 42.22
60.00
other districts. A much larger proportion
33.33
13.33
40.00
(42.2%) understood that the low value
8.89
20.00
0.00 4.44
accorded to girls was the reason for these
0.00
marriages. The post-test indicated a slight
decrease in the numbers of participants
who chose this option. They now felt that
fear of elopement was also a reason for
Pre-test %
Post-test %
child marriages. This indicates that they had
internalized the training inputs and understood that gender discrimination was a major factor
in child marriages.
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Photos:

Photo 1: Hon’ble Additional District Collector Ms.Awale, Mr. Nipanikar, DWCD officer, Mr.
Kove, DCPO, Mr. Mr. Shelke sir, DPO Mr. Nishit Kumar, Founder and Managing Director were
present for the Inauguration of the program.

Photo 2: Group Discussion of stakeholders for Completing Amchi Urmila Play for stopping
child marriage.
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Photo 3: Mr. Nishit Kumar, Presenting on Rights of Children

Photo 4 : Mr. Shelke, DPO, DWCD and Mr. Kove, DCPO presenting certificate to Master
Trainer.
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Photo 5: Stakeholders Analysis, s what can we do ? Group Presenting their play for ending
child marriages.
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Annexures
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Annexure 1: Letter to Districts for ECM program - Sample Letter
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Annexure 2:
TRAINING NEEDS ASSESSMENT REPORT
For
CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT OF FRONTLINE WORKERS
In
AURANGABAD, JALNA, OSMANABAD, NANDED AND HINGOLI
Introduction: SBC3 is currently implementing the UNICEF supported project- SAKSHYUM ECM
SAP&DAP 2020. One of the activities planned under this project is “Training /Capacity building
workshops for stakeholders/frontline workers including: PRIs, SHGs, CSOs, Block level WCD officers,
DCPOs, DCPUs, Ward level Education officers, CMPOs, Ward level Labor dept officers, Local Police,
CWCs, AWWs”.

Rationale for choosing the specific target audience: Qualitative Research conducted by SBC3 has
indicated that areas where there was a presence of AWW and ASHA workers, showed a positive
impact on delaying the age of marriage among girls and boys. However, the study also showed that,
AWW and ASHA workers were poorly informed about laws against child marriage. They were thus,
not able to intervene in situations of child marriage in their areas of work.

Meetings with the district officials and AW supervisors indicated brought out the need to train the
AWW and ASHA as they are closest to the communities and have household access. However,
considering the vast numbers of AWW and ASHA workers in each district, it was decided to conduct a
TOT for the AW supervisors and the ANMs (who supervise ASHA workers). This training needs
assessment is primarily for the purpose of planning the training.

Objective: To assess the knowledge of Anganwadi Supervisors and ANMs with regards to child rights,
child protection, child marriage and COVID-19.

Respondents: Anganwadi Supervisors (AWS), Extension Officers (EX.O), Lady Health Visitors (LHV),
District Coordinator- NRHM
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Coverage: The questionnaires were administered to all the members of the identified groups. It was
expected that at least 15-20% of these will be filled up and sent back by the respondents. The
questionnaires were sent to the respondents by their reporting officers following a directive by the
District Collector and CEO of the respective districts.

AWS

EO

LHV

DC NRHM

District

Total

Respondents

Total

Respondents

Total

Respondents

Total

Respondents

AURANGABAD

84

83

7

8

44

24

1

1

JALNA

50

46

7

6

45

43

1

1

NANDED

44

44

12

12

15

9

1

0

HINGOLI

22

11

3

0

18

0

1

1

OSMANABAD

50

26

8

2

26

0

1

0

TOTAL

250

210

37

28

132

76

5

3

Total coverage: 72.04%
It was envisaged that all the targeted persons would participate in the study. However, some of these
groups did not participate because:

1. Letters sent to the District Collector was not forwarded with proper instructions to the
concerned senior officers. As a result the same was not passed down.
2. Some of District Collectors were busy with some local elections and were not available to take
necessary action.
3. Lack of communication between the various officers
4. The health department officers needed the approval of the DHO, which was not sent out
specifically.
Methodology: The questionnaires were administered via google forms and the responses were
analyzed thereafter.

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

147

Analysis of data:

1. Legal definition of a child
Across all the 5 districts, majority of the
Anganwadi supervisors felt that the legal
definition for a child is that of a person who is less
than 14 years of age. An almost equal number
stated the age of a child to be below 18 years.
Only 13% had the knowledge that the age is
defined differently in various laws.

AW SUPERVISORS AND LEGAL
DEFINITION OF CHILD
LESS THAN
14

13%
42%
39%

LESS THAN
16

6%

This misunderstanding regarding the legal
definition of the child is clear across districts.

LEGAL AGE
OF CHILD

NANDED

HINGOLI

OSMANABAD

TOTAL

%

Nos

%

Nos

%

Nos

%

Nos

%

20

43.48

15

34.09

7

63.64

11

42.31

89

42.38

4.82

3

6.52

1

2.27

2

18.18

3

11.54

13

6.19

38

45.78

13

28.26

18

40.91

2

18.18

10

38.46

81

38.57

Different
across laws

5

6.02

10

21.74

10

22.73

0

0.00

2

7.69

27

12.86

TOTAL

83

100

46

100

44

100

11

100

26

100

210

100

Less
14

than

Less
16

than

Less
18

than

AURANGABAD

JALNA

Nos.

%

Nos

36

43.37

4
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The table and the chart indicate that there is lack of
awareness with regard to the age of the child from a
legal point of view. 63.6% of the AWS in Hingoli
believed 14 to the legal age for a child. In all other
districts too, 14 is the largest choice.

AW SUPERVISORS DEFINITION OF CHILD IN FIVE
DISTRICTS

LESS THAN 14

LESS THAN 16

AN
AB
AD

I

OS
M

HI
NG
OL

NA
ND
ED

AU
R

AN
G

JA
LN

A

AB
AD

70.00
60.00
50.00
40.00
30.00
20.00
10.00
0.00

LESS THAN 18

DIFFERENT ACROSS LAWS

Among the other categories of respondents, similar

confusion was evident.

EXTENSION OFFICER

LADY HEALTH VISITOR

DC-NRHM

LEGAL AGE OF CHILD

AU

JA

NA

OS

AU

JA

NA

AU

JA

LESS THAN 14

3

5

1

1

14

14

3

0

0

LESS THAN 16

1

0

1

0

0

4

0

0

0

LESS THAN 18

4

0

7

1

7

23

4

1

1

0

1

3

0

3

2

2

0

0

8

6

12

2

24

43

9

1

1

DIFFERENT
LAWS
TOTAL

ACROSS

40.9% of the LHVs considered a person below the age of 14 to be a child. However, this group had a
comparatively higher number (44.74%), felt that a child is a person below the age of 18. The LHVs thus
had a better understanding of the age of a child as compared to AWS. The superior officers such as
the extension officers and district commissioners mostly felt that a child is a person below the age of
18. However, it is significant that a sizeable number of extension officers felt the age to be 14 years.
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2. Understanding of the age of a child
This question examined the attitudes of the respondents regarding age of a child.

AWS

EXTENSION OFFICER

LADY HEALTH VISITORS

UNDERSTANDIN
G OF AGE OF
CHILD

AU

JA

N
A

HI

O
S

TO
T

A
U

J
A

N
A

O
S

TO
T

AU

JA

NA

TOT

CROSSED 18

2

4

4

3

7

20

0

0

0

2

2

2

6

1

9

LESS THAN 14

39

26

19

6

6

96

3

5

3

0

11

10

17

3

30

LESS THAN 18

42

16

21

2

13

94

5

1

9

0

15

12

20

5

37

TOTAL

83

46

44

11

26

21
0

8

6

12

2

28

24

43

9

76

As is seen in the above table, almost equal numbers of respondents believed 14 or 18 to be the age
limit for a child. This was true of the extension officers who are essentially the training officers for the
district. The graph shows a comparison across respondents. A larger proportion of extension officers
believed 14 to be the age for a child. The respondents clearly believed that a person above the age of
14 can be considered an adult and take on adult responsibilities. A small proportion also chose above
18 to be age of a child. This could possibly be attributed to lack of clarity in understanding the choices
provided.
3. Legal and appropriate age for marriage of girls
Almost 100% of the respondents stated that 18 was the
legal age at which girls could marry. This indicated only
a legal point of view. However, a majority of them also
felt that this was the appropriate age for girls to marry.
As seen in the chart, 86% of the respondents were in
favor of girls marrying after they are 18 years old. There
was one respondent who felt that girls should marry on
reaching menarche. These choices indicate that most
respondents continue to think of marriage as nonnegotiable for girls.

APPROPRITE AGE OF MARRIAGE FOR GIRLS
WHEN READY
GRADUATION
3%
11%
MENARCHE
0%
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Significantly, a small proportion (11%) felt that girls should complete their graduation and a very small
section (3%) felt that girls should marry only when they are ready. Thus, only a small percentage
recognized girls’ right and need to have a proper education and a choice in the matter of their
marriages.

APPROPRIATE
AGE
OF
MARRIAGE

% AWS

% EX. O

% LHV

AU

JA

NA

HI

OS

AU

JA

NA

OS

AU

JA

NA

ABOVE 18

90.3

84.7

84

81.8

80.7

77.77

83.33

75

0

83.33

88.4

100

WHEN SHE
ATTAINS
MENARCHE

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

2.32

0

WHEN SHE
COMPLETES
STD X

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

WHEN SHE
COMPLETES
GRADUATION

9.63

13.04

4.54

18.18

15.38

22.22

16.66

16.7

100

8.33

6.97

0

WHEN SHE IS
READY

0

2.17

11.36

0

3.84

0

0

8.33

0

8.33

2.32

0

TOTAL

99.93

99.91

99.9

99.98

99.92

99.99

99.99

100

100

99.99

100

100
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District-wise and respondent-wise data is presented in the table above. Overall, 86% of Anganwadi
Supervisors and 88% of LHVs felt that 18 is the right age for marriage for girls, while 75% of extension
officers felt the same. There is a slight district-wise variation in responses. 90% of the Anganwadi
supervisors in Aurangabad felt 18 to be the
Understanding of child
right age for marriage for girls while in the rest
60.00
53.57
of the districts the range was between 80-84%,
48.68
45.71
50.00
44.76
thus indicating a higher tendency to prefer
39.47
39.29
early marriage for girls. Among the LHVs, 8340.00
CROSSED 18
100% felt that girls should be married at 18.
LESS THAN 14
30.00
LESS THAN 18
100% of the LHVs from Nanded supported this.
20.00
11.84
9.52
Among the respondents who expressed that
7.14
10.00
girls should be married only after they
0.00
AWS
EX.O
LHV
complete their graduation were, AWS from
Jalna, Hingoli and Osmanabad and extension
officers from all participating districts.

Related to the above data is an understanding of the legal age for marriages in India.

IS MARRIAGE
BEFORE
18
AND
21
ILLEGAL?

AWS

EX. O

LHV

AU

JA

NA

HI

OS

AU

JA

NA

Y

75

36

38

11

22

7

6

N

8

10

5

0

0

1

TOTAL

83

46

43

11

22

8

OS

AU

JA

NA

12

20

38

9

0

0

4

5

0

6

12

24

43

9

0

As is seen in the above table, most of the respondents stated that marriage of a girl below the age of
18 and of a boy below 21 years is illegal. Significantly, there were a few respondents who did not think
so. Most of these were AWS and LHVs. Based on this data, it can be concluded that most of the
respondents understood that marriage of girls below the age of 18 constituted child marriage.
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4. Child marriage, laws and mechanisms to address child marriage
The respondents had to choose options that
they think are most suitable to prevent a child
AWS
EX.O
LHV
marriage. This included working with the
46.9
37.2
family as well as taking legal action. Most of
34.2
31.4
the respondents felt that counseling the
23.8
17.6
family to not go ahead with the marriage is
13.1
13.1
11.8 13.0
10.4
7.8 5.8
7.2 6.3
6.3
4.5
3.5 3.7
the best option. AWS and LHVs especially
1.1
1.0
selected this option the most, as compared to
the others. A higher percentage of Extension
officers felt that the matter should be
reported to the CMPO, which indicated that it
should be dealt with using the legal
mechanisms rather than just social
interventions. Significantly, very few of the respondents felt the need to call CHILDLINE and even fewer
wanted to report the matter to the police
G

LI N

UN
SE
L
CO

CO
UN
SE
L

PA
RE
NT

S
PA
LI N
NC
G
HA
CH
YA
ILD
TS
RE
HO
N
UL
D
TA
KE
AC
TIO
AL
LO
N
W
EN
GA
GE
FIL
M
E
EN
PO
T
LIC
CE
CO
M
PL
AI
NT
IN
FO
RM
CM
PO
CA
LL
CH
ILD
LI N
E

ACTION INCASE OF CHILD MARRIAGE

ACTION
FOR
PREVENTING
CHILD MARRIAGE
Counselling
parents
Counselling
children
Panchayat should
take action
Allow engagement
File
police
complaint
Inform CMPO
Call ChildLine
Total

% AWS
AU
JA

NA

HI

OS

% EX.O
AU
JA

NA

OS

% LHV
AU
JA

NA

36.5

28.8

33.3

35.0

37.5

20.0

37.5

34.6

33.3

51.1

43.4

46.2

13.8

11.5

14.6

5.0

14.1

6.7

18.8

11.5

33.3

15.6

15.8

7.7

8.4

5.0

5.2

5.0

7.8

6.7

0.0

0.0

0.0

13.3

10.5

15.4

1.5
5.9

6.5
9.4

8.3
5.2

0.0
5.0

6.3
6.3

0.0
0.0

0.0
6.3

3.8
7.7

0.0
0.0

2.2
4.4

3.9
6.6

15.4
0.0

23.2
10.8
100

20.9
18.0
100

26.0
7.3
100

30.0
20.0
100

18.8
9.4
100

53.3
13.3
100

31.3
6.3
100

30.8
11.5
100

33.3
0.0
100

8.9
4.4
100

14.5
5.3
100

7.7
7.7
100

As seen in the above table, 28.8-37.5% AWS felt that counseling parents is an effective method of
stopping child marriages. However, 43.4-51% LHVs suggested counseling parent. The percentages of
LHVs suggesting legal action such as informing the CMPO or filing a police complaint are far lower than
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those of the AWS. This may be attributed to lack of knowledge about legal processes and the role of
the CMPO. More AWS and Extension officers also suggested calling CHILDLINE for help. In contrast, a
very small proportion of LHVs chose this option, probably because they are either not aware or are
not clear about the role of CHILDLINE in dealing with child marriage situations.

HEARD
PCMA

OF

AWS

EX. O

LHV

AU

JA

NA

HI

OS

AU

JA

NA

Y

77

43

37

11

24

6

6

N

6

3

7

0

2

2

TOTAL

83

46

44

11

26

8

OS

AU

JA

NA

12

22

42

7

0

0

2

1

2

6

12

24

43

9

0

Most of the respondents had heard about PCMA. Only a small number of AWS, EX. O AND LHV had
not heard about the Act. However, this does not mean that they had proper knowledge of the
provisions of the Act. As is evident from their responses to the previous question, it is likely that they
do know the role of the CMPO.
5. Child protection laws and mechanisms
AWS

EX.O

LHV

LAWS

AU

JA

NA

HI

OS

TOT

AU

JA

NA

OS

TOT

AU

JA

NA

TOT

POCSO

30

10

5

4

7

56

3

2

6

0

11

8

10

2

20

CONSTITUTION

9

2

0

2

1

14

2

2

0

0

4

1

1

1

3

IPC

4

1

1

2

1

9

1

1

2

0

4

2

3

1

6

CRPC

3

1

0

2

0

6

1

0

1

0

2

3

1

0

4

UNCRC

16

6

2

4

2

30

3

2

2

1

8

4

5

1

10

JJACT

37

17

13

4

10

81

4

2

6

0

12

5

16

2

23

ALL

36

26

29

7

14

112

4

3

6

1

14

11

21

4

36

TOTAL

135

63

50

25

35

308

18

12

23

2

55

34

57

11

102
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KNOWLEDGE OF LAWS FOR CP
AU

JA

56.5

NA

HI

OS

66.67

65.9 63.6
53.8

48.84
45.83 44.44

43.37
%

Out of a total 210 Anganwadi supervisors, 112
(53.33%) were able to recognize all the laws as
those that protect children. 50% of the
Extension officers chose this option and only
47.3% of the LHVs were able to identify all the
laws. This indicates that there is lack of clarity
regarding laws for children. All the given
options were either specifical designed laws for
child protection or had components that
protected children. Nearly half of the
respondents seemed to be aware of only some
of the laws or provisions.

16.67
6.97
0
AWS

0

EX.O

0

0

LHV

RESPONDENTS

A comparison of knowledge of laws across categories of respondents and districts indicates that
Anganwadi Supervisors of Nanded and Jalna are better informed about all the laws in the options
provided. Comparatively, the LHVs had lesser knowledge about these laws. Extension officers of
Aurangabad and Jalna had extremely low knowledge of all the laws stated in the study.

Among the rest of the respondents who had knowledge of some of the laws, most had heard of POCSO
and JJ act. Very few had an understanding of the IPC and CRPC.
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One of the important local-level structures for protection of children is the VCPC. The data showed
that most of the respondents were aware of the VCPC and its functions.
AWS

EX. O

LHV

ROLE OF VCPC

AU

JA

NA

HI

OS

AU

JA

NA

OS

AU

JA

NA

Create an environment of safety for
children

5

2

2

2

4

0

0

6

0

1

7

1

Discuss issues related to children in
gram sabha

2

1

6

2

3

0

0

5

1

2

6

1

Create awareness on child rights

2

3

4

3

2

1

1

5

0

2

6

0

All of the above

74

41

36

9

22

7

5

10

1

23

31

8

None of the above

0

0

3

1

2

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

Na

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

TOTAL

83

48

51

17

33

8

6

27

2

28

50

10

As seen in the table above, most of the respondents felt that the VCPCs play a role in creating a safe
environment for children, discussing issues related to children in the Gram Sabha and create
awareness on child rights.
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6. Knowledge of schemes for children
The respondents were provided with a list of schemes and select the ones that they are familiar with.
The overall knowledge of these schemes across various categories of respondents was as below:

AWS

EX. O

LHV

SCHEMES

AU

JA

NA

HI

OS

AU

JA

NA

OS

AU

JA

NA

BBBP

39

9

6

0

9

2

2

6

2

8

11

3

ICPS

43

10

8

0

9

5

2

9

1

6

11

2

Manodhairya

27

1

3

0

4

2

0

5

0

1

4

0

Sabala

25

2

4

0

5

0

0

5

0

0

1

0

ICDS

33

5

7

5

6

4

3

7

1

4

13

1

DCPU

42

11

8

3

9

6

3

8

1

2

4

1

CWC

36

4

6

2

6

6

3

6

1

2

2

0

All of the above

49

32

32

5

13

1

3

5

0

12

25

6

None of the above

5

0

0

0

0

0

0

2

0

0

0

0

TOTAL

299

74

74

15

61

26

16

53

6

35

71

13

As seen in the table above, most of the AWS were aware of a range of schemes and a majority knew
about all the schemes. However, the Extension officers seemed have lesser knowledge of all
concerned schemes and were more aware of the ICPS, ICDS, DCPU as compared to the others. Despite
being master trainers, they did not have comprehensive knowledge of all the schemes being
implemented in their districts.
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1.67
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
E

V

O

O

A

A

B

B

C

D

21.31

E

V

C

W

P

C

16.39

12.04
5.41
8.11
13.33
9.84

14.05
14.86
10.81
20.00
14.75
U

9.84

11.04
6.76
9.46
D

E

H

T

O

E

N

O

34.29
35.21
46.15
TH

O

E

N

O

N

A

LL

M

O

F

F

A

N

T

O

H

E

E

A

A

B

B

O

O

V

V

E

E

0.00
0.00
0.00

5.71
2.82
0.00
C

C

D

C

P

W

U

S

5.71
5.63
7.69

11.43
18.31
7.69

D

IC

0.00
1.41
0.00

LA

B

SA

IR

A

D

H

A

YA

S

P

IC

B

B

B

P

2.86
5.63
0.00

17.14
15.49
15.38

22.86
15.49
23.08

N

A

LL

M

O

F

F

A

N

T

O

H

D

E

H

SA

B

IC

A

Y

A

IR

IC

S

LA

A

S

P

P

B

B

B

8.36
2.70
5.41
0.00
8.20

9.03
1.35
4.05
0.00
6.56

14.75

0.00

14.38
13.51
10.81

14.75

0.00

13.04
12.16
8.11

33.33

33.33

43.24
43.24

A comparison of the
S C H E M ES K N OW N TO AWS
data on schemes that
AU
JA
NA
HI
OS
AWS were familiar with,
shows that, a majority of
them, in every district
knew about all the
schemes. However, AWS
from Aurangabad and
Osmanabad
showed
significantly
lower
knowledge of all the
schemes. AWS from
these two districts seemed to have a better knowledge of BBBP and ICPS schemes. AWS in Hingoli had
significantly
lower
K N O W L E D G E O F S C H E M E S BY L H V
knowledge
of
AU
JA
NA
the
child
protection
schemes but had
a comparatively
higher
knowledge
of
the ICDS scheme
which they are
primarily
involved
in
implementing.

A comparison of the AWS data with that from LHVs indicates that a higher percentage of LHVs were
aware of all the schemes. The percentage of AWS who had heard of all the schemes ranged from 1643% while that of LHVs ranged from 34-46%. A larger proportion of LHVs also knew about BBBP and
ICPS. However, fewer proportion of LHVs knew about Manodhairya and Sabala schemes. Significantly,
there was a small percentage (1.67%) of AWS in Aurangabad who did not know of any of the schemes
mentioned here.

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

158

An important stakeholder in preventing and reporting child marriages is the CMPO. At the village level,
the gram sevaks have been designated as the CMPO. Most of the respondents were aware of this.
CMPO AT VILLAGE
LEVEL

%EX.O

%AWS

%LHV

AU

JA

NA

HI

OS

AU

JA

NA

OS

AU

JA

NA

SARPANCH

24.8

33.3

30.8

63.6

13.2

12.5

0.0

18.8

0.0

21.4

45.3

40.0

TALATI

4.8

7.2

4.6

0.0

7.9

0.0

0.0

6.3

0.0

0.0

3.8

0.0

GRAM SEVAK

52.8

43.5

43.1

36.4

60.5

87.5

0.0

56.3

100.0

64.3

35.8

50.0

POLICE PATIL

13.6

15.9

21.5

0.0

18.4

0.0

0.0

18.8

0.0

14.3

11.3

10.0

NONE OF THE ABOVE

4.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

3.8

0.0

TOTAL

100

100

100

100

100

100

0

100

100

100

100

100

As is seen in the table above, most of the respondents were able to identify gram sevak as the
designated CMPO at the village level. Higher percentages of Extension officers were able to identify
the CMPO at the village level as compared to other groups. However, a sizeable proportion also felt
that the Sarpanch was the CMPO. This was particularly true in Hingoli, where 63.6% of the AWS
identified the sarpanch and only 36% identified the gram sevak as the CMPO. This indicated the low
levels of clarity with regard to designated officers and structures available to deal with child marriages,
especially at the local levels.

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

159

C M P O AT V I L L A G E L E V E L
JA

NA

HI

OS

SARPANCH

TALATI

0.00

4.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

18.42

13.60
15.94
21.54

4.80
7.25
4.62
0.00
7.89

13.16

24.80
33.33
30.77

52.80
43.48
43.08
36.36
60.53

63.64

AU

GRAM SEVAK

POLICE PATIL

NONE OF THE
ABOVE

A comparison of data across districts, for the AWS shows that in all districts except Hingoli, the AWS
identified gram sevak as the CMPO. This indicates that there is awareness regarding these structures.
The AWS in Hingoli however, chose the sarpanch as against gram sevaks, indicating a specific lack of
knowledge in this district, about systems to deal with child marriage.

As officers and government functionaries implementing various schemes at the village level, it is
important that the respondents have a sound knowledge of the child protection mechanisms
functioning at the village and district levels. This will enable them to respond effectively to child
protection situations in their respective areas of operation.
CP MECHANISMS
AT DISTRICT LEVEL

% AWS

% EX.O

% LHV

AU

JA

NA

HI

OS

AU

JA

NA

OS

AU

JA

NA

CWC

29.8

24.1

30.8

27.3

42.1

27.8

23.8

24.0

66.7

26.5

22.9

35.7

DCPU

37.1

44.8

43.6

72.7

42.1

38.9

28.6

40.0

33.3

41.2

35.7

35.7

DISTRICT COURT

12.9

8.0

11.5

0.0

10.5

5.6

19.0

12.0

0.0

2.9

7.1

7.1

FAMILY

10.7

12.6

11.5

0.0

0.0

16.7

14.3

4.0

0.0

8.8

15.7

7.1

POLICE

9.6

10.3

2.6

0.0

5.3

11.1

14.3

20.0

0.0

20.6

18.6

14.3

TOTAL

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

The above table shows the distribution of responses to the question regarding child protection
mechanisms that they were familiar with. Among the AWS, knowledge regarding the DCPU was the
highest (37-72%), followed by that of the CWC (24-42%). In Hingoli, the AWS were significantly more
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aware of the DCPU (72.7%) as against other mechanisms such as CWC (27.3%), District court (11.5%)
or police (0%). It is significant to note that the LHVs considered the police to have a role in child
protection, while the same was not significant for the AWS and the Extension officers.

CHILDLINE is an important child protection mechanism and is present in all 36 districts of Maharashtra.
Hence, knowledge of
the
CHILDLINE
knowlegde of CHILDLINE number
78.6
number-1098,
is
75.7
80
essential.
70
61.3
60
50
40

Most
of
the
respondents
were
5.3
2.93.62.7
2.90.04.0
10
1.40.0
1.40.02.7
aware
of
the
0
1091
1098
100
1099
123
don’t
CHILDLINE
number.
know
AWS
EX.O
LHV
However, a few
respondents (about
25%), including extension officers were unaware of this number and either answered wrongly or did
not know. This is significant as most of the respondents are with the DWCD and should be able to
identify this basic information.
30
20

24.0
17.9
15.7
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7. Expressed need for capacity development
The respondents almost universally expressed that they needed training. They were provided a range
of training choices and asked to pick whichever they thought was relevant and useful for them.

TYPE
TRAINING
NEEDED

OF

% AWS

% EX.O

% LHV

AU

JA

NA

HI

OS

AU

JA

NA

OS

AU

JA

NA

Counselling skills

25.4

24.6

19.8

21.4

25.9

20.0

23.5

18.8

0.0

22.6

52.0

23.1

Communication
skills

20.2

19.5

20.9

17.9

12.1

13.3

17.6

21.9

50.0

3.2

16.0

15.4

Question answer
skills

11.7

15.3

10.5

10.7

15.5

13.3

11.8

15.6

50.0

6.5

13.3

7.7

Reporting skills

12.7

11.9

12.8

21.4

13.8

6.7

11.8

12.5

0.0

9.7

13.3

7.7

Information
of
government
schemes
and
policies

30.0

28.8

36.0

28.6

32.8

46.7

35.3

31.3

0.0

58.1

5.3

46.2

TOTAL

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

E…

PR

SK
IL
L

S

TO

IN

NS
EL

CO
U

AN

M

G

RO
UP

O
VI
D

SK
IL
LS

G

EM

AG

N

IC
AT
IO

N

U

M
M

CO

EN

SK
IL
LS

Y

TI
VE
L

EF
FE
C

LA
W

SE

U

T…

Knowledge about Government schemes was seen as something that was most important for their
work. LHVs chose this
Skills to work with seniors and panchayat members
option more than the
35
30
other categories of
25
20
15
respondents.
10
5
Counselling
skills
0
featured as the next
most important skill
for the respondents.
Auranga ba d
Jalna
Nanaded
Hing oli
Osm anabad
This
might
be
attributed to the fact
that both the health and the ICDS have significant direct interaction with the people and need these
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skills to be more effective at that level. It was interesting to note that the LHVs in Jalna selected
counselling skills as significantly more important than knowledge of government schemes.

A district-wise comparison of responses by AWS shows that knowledge of the law and the skills to
provide appropriate information are most important for them to effectively interact with seniors and
Panchayat members. There was not much variation in this regard, across districts. However AWS in
Osmanabad felt that legal knowledge was more important than other skills.

The respondents were asked to choose a range of areas for capacity development, which will enable
them to address the issue of child marriage.
AWS

EX.O

LHV

TYPE OF TRAINING NEEDED FOR
ECM

AU

JA

NA

HI

OS

AU

JA

NA

OS

AU

JA

NA

Law

44

9

9

4

12

4

2

2

0

11

14

2

Using legal systems

35

5

6

3

12

2

2

3

0

6

5

1

Counseling children and parents

36

5

6

3

9

1

1

2

0

4

5

2

Providing protection options to
children

28

2

3

2

4

0

1

1

0

0

4

1

Identifying children at risk to cm

26

1

2

3

3

0

0

2

2

0

2

0

All of the above

58

34

34

8

12

2

4

7

11

22

4

Total

227

56

60

23

52

9

10

17

32

52

10

2

A majority of the respondent felt that capacity development is needed in all the mentioned areas.
Only a significant number of AWS from Aurangabad expressed the need to be trained in law and its
effective use. This was also true for Extension Officers and LHVs from Aurangabad who wished have a
better knowledge of the law and legal systems.
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8. COVID-19
Two questions in the study were pertaining to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. These questions were
aimed at understanding the respondents’ knowledge of COVID precautions and their attitude towards
COVID +ve persons.

AWS

EX.O

LHV

TYPE OF INFORMATION

AU

JA

NA

HI

OS

AU

JA

NA

OS

AU

JA

NA

Covid is a dangerous
communicable disease
so, no one should go out
or communicate with
others

19.4

18.9

19.7

7.7

18.9

12.5

22.2

23.1

25.0

21.2

29.0

44.4

Methods to prevent
spread of covid- use
mask,
frequent
handwash,
social
distancing

61.2

59.5

57.7

76.9

62.2

87.5

66.7

69.2

50.0

69.7

58.1

55.6

Covid-19 patient should
be
considered
dangerous
and
everyone should keep
away from them

14.7

17.6

19.7

15.4

18.9

0.0

11.1

7.7

25.0

9.1

9.7

0.0

Children
are
not
affected by covid so,
they need not take any
precaution

4.7

4.1

2.8

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

3.2

0.0

TOTAL

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

The responses to the kind of information that needs to be provided regarding COVID, were clearly that
of WASH, mask and social distancing. This message was clear to the vast majority of respondents and
they also felt that this is the message that needs to be communicated to the people. However, a small
percentage also felt that people need to be told that COVID is a dangerous disease and people should
keep away from people who contract it. Such messages, especially from Government functionaries,
can lead to social ostracization, discrimination and isolation of persons who are COVID+ve.
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Another question was pertaining to the knowledge of the respondents with regard to the manner in
which COVID-19 is spread.

AWS

EX.O

LHV

METHOD OF SPREADING

AU

JA

NA

HI

OS

AU

JA

NA

OS

AU

JA

NA

Droplets dispersed during sneezing or
coughing

23

5

14

5

17

3

0

5

0

8

16

4

Touching face, eyes or nose after
touching an infected person or surface

13

6

6

2

8

1

0

0

0

0

6

0

Keeping less than 1 m. distance from an
infected person

10

0

1

0

1

1

0

0

2

1

3

0

All of the above

64

39

25

6

12

5

6

7

0

15

22

5

TOTAL

110

50

46

13

38

10

6

12

2

24

47

9

In most districts, 50% or more of the respondents felt that all the methods mentioned here could lead
to the spread of COVID-19. However, a significant number of respondents also chose one or more
options indicating that there was still some confusion with regard to how the disease is spread. For
e.g most of the AWS in Osmanabad felt that droplets released while coughing or sneezing was enough
to spread the disease. This pointed to incomplete knowledge which can result in wrong messaging in
the community.
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Major Findings

The study brought out the following major findings:

1. The respondents were not clear about the legal age of the child which most believed to be 14.
The legal age in all laws for children in India, except the Child labour Act is 18. This is a
fundamental understanding of how a child is perceived and his/her needs and rights are
understood. This is particularly a problem as most of these respondents also lead teams of
frontline workers who work directly with children. Lack of clarity can negatively impact the
quality of their work and interventions.
2. The respondents’ understanding of when a girl is ready for marriage is fundamental to how
child marriages are addressed. Most knew that 18 was the legal age for marriage but did not
see it as the minimum age. Very few opted for girls to complete their education and even
fewer felt that girls need to be mentally ready for marriage. This shows that they do not see
the need for girls to have a choice in the matter. This fundamental belief can act against the
legal knowledge where they may fail to see the need to intervene if girls below 18 are being
married.
3. More AWS were aware of the legal steps to be taken for preventing child marriages in their
area. So, while they suggested counselling for parents as a means to stop child marriages, they
also opted to inform the CMPO and the CHILDLINE services to protect the child. LHVs however,
were not very aware of these systems and felt that counselling parents was the best way. It is
significant that majority of the respondents were aware of the CMPOs designated at the
village level but they may not be clear about his/her role in stopping child marriages. Both
these groups need to have a thorough understanding of the legal processes in order to
intervene effectively in the cases of child marriage in their areas of work. Thus, training on
these mechanisms will be essential.
4. However, most of the respondents had heard about PCMA. Contextualising this information
with the previous findings, it is clear that knowledge of PCMA is limited to the age of the girl
and boy but not regarding the actual provisions in the law.
5. Only about 50% of the respondents were aware of all the laws for child protection. this
knowledge is also not uniform across any category of respondents. This means that most of
them have either heard of the law or some aspects of some of the laws. The information they
possess is not likely to be complete or accurate enough to enable them to use the provisions
effectively.
6. Most respondents had a good understanding of the role of VCPCs.
7. Knowledge about schemes was not uniform. This means that they may not be able to advice
communities on how to access these schemes.
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8. It is important to note that nearly 25% of the respondents were not aware of the CHILDLINE
number which is a fundamental, well-publicized child protection mechanism. This is a cause
for concern.
9. The respondents wanted to be trained in counselling skills, laws for children and government
schemes. These, they felt were most useful in their work and will hep them to be more
effective in intervening in child marriage situations.
10. Most of the respondents had a good understanding of COVID-19 protocols. However, there
were certain misunderstanding which could lead to improper treatment of COVID-19 patients.
This needs to be addressed.
Topics for training identified as an outcome of the needs assessment:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Child rights
Laws for child protection- JJ Act, PCMA
Gender roles and empowering girls
Child marriage- causes, prevalence and impact
Skills- counselling, communication
Schemes for children
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Annexure 3: Letter for TOT’s to Districts for TOT
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Annexure 4: Registration Form for TOT
"महािाष्ट्राती बा वववाह निममण िासाठी प्रलशक्षकािंचे प्रलशक्षर् (ToT) कायणशाळा"
हदनाींक ----- ते ------ फेब्रुवािी २०२१ रोजी जजल्हा पातळीिर बालवििाह प्रकरणाींत हस्तक्षेप करणे आणण अिा

असुरक्षक्षत कुटुींबाींना आणण मल
ु ाींना आधार दे णे याबाबत, पयािेक्षक्षका – एकाजत्मक बालविकास प्रकल्प, विस्तार
अचधकार - आय.सी.डी.एस., आरोग्य सहातयका, कींत्राट जजल्हा समूह सींघटक (राष्ट्र य आरोग्य अशर्यान) याींच्या

मार्ात अग्रर्ागी कमािार िगाात जागरूकता िाढविण्याच्या हे तून,े यूतनसेर् – एस.बी.सी.3 मार्ात, जजल्हा
स्तरािर द ड हदिसािे ToT प्रशिक्षण आयोजजत करण्यात येत आहे .

महत्वाची समचिा – आपले विर्ागाच्या पत्राद्िारे महाराष्ट्रातील बाल वििाह तनमल
ूा न प्रशिक्षकाींिे प्रशिक्षण
कायािाळे साठी आपले नाि सि
ु विण्यात आलेले आहे . तर कृपया खाल ल माहहती पण
ू ा करािी:

1. आपले सींपूणा नाि ?( Name )
----------------------------

2. आपला सींपका क्रमाींक नमूद करािा. ( Contact Number )
----------------------------

3. आपला तनयशमत िापरात असलेला ईमेल आयडी नमूद करािा. ( Email id)
4. जजल्ह्यािे नाि ( Name of the District – options will be given)
5. तालक्
ु यािे नाि ( Name of the Block- options will be given )
-----------------------------

6. आपले पद नमद
ू करािे. ( Designation )
•

अींगणिाडी पयािक्षे क्षका - आय.सी.डी.एस.

•

एल.एि.व्ह .

•

ए.एन.एम.

•

जजल्हा समह
ू सींघटक (NRHM)

•

समुदाय आरोग्य अचधकार (CHO)
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•

इतर.

7. जजल्हास्तरािर आयोजजत केल्या जाणार्या द ड हदिसीय ToT प्रशिक्षणास आपण उपजस्ित राहणार
असल्यािे सतु नजच्ित करािे. (Please confirm your presence for the TOT Training)
•

होय Yes

•

नाह No

8. आपले िररष्ट्ठ अचधकार्यािे नाि ि पद नमद
ू करािे.( Name of Reporting Authority)
नाि :------------------------------------------पद:___________________________

9. मागील १५ हदिसात आपल्याला काह आरोग्य विषयक समस्या जाणिल्या आहे त का ? (Any
medical issues faced in last 15 days).
a. खोकला Coughing
b. सदी Cold
c. श्िासनाच्या समस्या Breathlessness
d. ताप Fever
10. आपण हदव्याींग आहात तर कृपया इिे नमूद करािे:
11. UNICEF- SBC3 मार्ात अजून काह सहकाया हिे आहे का ? Any other support required from
UNICEF- SBC3 ?

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

172

Annexure 5: DWCD, Health and ICDS Dept. letter’s for TOT
Aurangabad :
1) ICDS for TOT program :
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2) Health Department Letter for TOT:
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Nanded:
1) ICDS Letter for TOT Program:
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2) Health Department letter for TOT:
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3) Invite Letter by DWCD, Nanded:
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Hingoli:
1) ICDS Dept Letter for TOT:
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2) Health Department Letter for TOT:
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3) Invite Letter by DWCD, Hingoli for TOT:
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4) Osmanabad:
1) ICDS Letter for TOT Program:
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2) Health Department letter for TOT:
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3) Education Department Letter for TOT:
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Annexure : 6 List of Participants in TOT- District Wise
Aurangabad :
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Nanded :
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Hingoli:

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

196

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

197

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

198

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

199

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION
11, Kleem CHS, Mansion No.1, Santacruz East Mumbai – 400 055
www.centreforsbcc.org
contact@centreforsbcc.org

200

Osmanabad :
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Annexure 7: Pre- Test and post-Test Forms

सक्षम प्रशिक्षकाींिे प्रशिक्षण
पूि-ा िािणी र्ॉमा

नाि:______________________________________________________
हुद्दा:_____________________________________________________
हदनाींक:____________________________________________________
जजल्हा आणण तालक
ु ा:___________________________________________

१. कायद्याच्या व्याख्येनुसार बालक म्हणजे कोण? (एक पयााय तनिडा)
अ) ज्याने ियािी १८ िषे पूणा केल नाह त अिी व्यक्ती

आ) ज्याने ियािी १६ िषे पण
ू ा केल नाह त अिी व्यक्ती
इ)

ज्याने ियािी १४ िषे पूणा केल नाह त अिी व्यक्ती

२. यए
ु नसीआरमध्ये कोणत्या बालकाींिा समािेि करण्यात आला आहे ? (एक पयााय तनिडा)
अ) सिा बालके

आ) गर ब बालके
इ)

हदव्याींग बालके

३. कोणत्याह पररजस्ितीमळ
ु े ज्या मल
ु ाींना सींरक्षणािी गरज असते, अिा मल
ु ाींना कोणत्या कायद्या अींतगात
सुरक्षा हदल जाते? (एक पयााय तनिडा)

अ) बाल कामगार (प्रततबींध आणण पुनिासन) कायदा
आ) बाल न्याय (काळजी आणण सींरक्षण) कायदा
इ)

लैंचगक अत्यािारापासून बालकाींिे सींरक्षण (पोक्सो) कायदा
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४. जो बालवििाह होऊ घातला आहे त्याबाबत तातडीने कोणाला माहहती द्यािी? (एक पयााय तनिडा)
अ)

बालवििाह प्रततबींध अचधकार

इ)

सरपींि

आ) जजल्हा न्यायाधीि

५. लोक आजह बालवििाहािी प्रिा पाळतात कारण- (एक पयााय तनिडा)
अ)

त्याींना कायद्यािी माहहती नसते

इ)

आपल्या आिडीच्या मुलासोबत मुल पळून जाण्यािी िक्यता असते

आ)

मुल ींना महत्त्ि हदले जात नाह
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सक्षम प्रशिक्षकाींिे प्रशिक्षण

अशर्प्राय र्ॉमा
विर्ाग १ :
नाि: ________________________________________सींस्िा/ विर्ाग : ________________

हुद्दा : ___________________ जजल्हा: _________________प्रशिक्षणािी तार ख __________

मोबाईल क्र.: _______________________ई-मेल आयडी: _____________________________

श्रेणी (कृपया बरोबरिी खूण करा)

एकिंदि अलभप्राय

१.
२.
३.

हे प्रशिक्षण तुम्हाला कसे िाटले? (कृपया बरोबरिी खूण करा)

३

सामान्य

ठीकठाक

खराब

बरोबरिी खूण करा)

नाश्ता आणण जेिणािा दजाा साींगा.

तुमच्या आिडीनुसार प्रशिक्षणातील उपक्रमाींिी क्रमिार ठरिा. ४

म्हणजे सिाात जास्त आिडलेले आणण १ म्हणजे कमी आिडलेले

ददवस १ ा
२

िाींगले

प्रशिक्षणािी व्यिस्िा तम्
ु हाला किी िाटल ? (कृपया

प्रलशक्षर् सत्ािंसिंबधी अलभप्राय

१

उत्कृष्ट्ट

एसबीसी ३ आणण सक्षमिा पररिय
बालकाींिे

अत्यािार

अचधकार

आणण

बालकाींिर ल

४

३

२

१

शलींग र्शू मका, शलींग र्ेद, वपतस
ृ त्ताक पद्धत,
समजून घेण,े एजन्सी आणण मान्यता.
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४

बालवििाहािी व्याप्ती आणण पररणाम

५

बाल वििाहातील र्ागीदार आणण त्याींिी

६

बालवििाहाच्या विविध टप्प्याींिर ल कारिाई

र्शू मका

ददवस २ िा
१

पीसीएमए

३

सीएनसीपी साठी जेजे अचधतनयम

२
४
५

१
२

पोक्सो

सींिाद आणण प्रशिक्षण कौिल्ये
बालवििाहाच्या
कौिल्ये

प्राप्त झा

सींदर्ाातील

पारस्पररक

े ज्ञाि आणर् कौशल्य

बाल वििाहासींबींधी तुम्हाला काह निी माहहती शमळाल का? (बरोबरिी

तनजश्ित

काह से

नाह

खूण करा)

एडब्लल्यूडब्लल्य/ू आिा ताईंसाठी अिाप्रकारिी सत्रे घेण्यािे कौिल्य

आपल्याला प्राप्त झाले आहे असा विश्िास तुमच्या मनात तनमााण
झाला आहे का?

३

तुमच्या कामाच्या हठकाणी तुम्ह बालवििाहाच्या घटनाींमध्ये हस्तक्षेप

४

बालवििाह रोखण्यासाठी तुम्ह पालकाींिे/ बालकाींिे समुपदे िन करू

५

बालवििाहरोखण्यासाठी तम्
ु ह कायदे िीर कारिाई करू िकाल असे

६

वििेष करून मुल ींच्या सींदर्ाात असलेल्या शलींग र्ूशमकेिा आणण

7

बालवििाहाच्या दरम्यान ककीं िा वििाह पार पडल्यािर तम्
ु ह मुल िी

करू िकाल असे तम्
ु हाला िाटते का?
िकाल असे तुम्हाला िाटते का?

तुम्हाला िाटते का?

बालवििाहािा सींबींध तुम्हाला समजला आहे असे तुम्हाला िाटते का?
सुटका करू िकाल असे तुम्हाला िाटते का?
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ववभाग २: कृपया खाल ल प्रश्नाींिी उत्तरे द्या.

नाि:____________________________________________________

हुद्दा:___________________________________________________

हदनाींक:__________________________________________________

जजल्हा आणण तालक
ु ा:________________________________________

१. कायद्याच्या व्याख्येनुसार बालक म्हणजे कोण? (एक पयााय तनिडा)
अ) ज्याने ियािी १८ िषे पूणा केल नाह त अिी व्यक्ती

आ) ज्याने ियािी १६ िषे पूणा केल नाह त अिी व्यक्ती
इ)

ज्याने ियािी १४ िषे पण
ू ा केल नाह त अिी व्यक्ती

२. युएनसीआरमध्ये कोणत्या बालकाींिा समािेि करण्यात आला आहे ? (एक पयााय तनिडा)
अ) सिा बालके

आ) गर ब बालके
इ)

हदव्याींग बालके

३. कोणत्याह पररजस्ितीमुळे ज्या मुलाींना सींरक्षणािी गरज असते, अिा मुलाींना कोणत्या कायद्याअींतगात
सरु क्षा हदल जाते? (एक पयााय तनिडा)
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अ) बाल कामगार (प्रततबींध आणण पुनिासन) कायदा
आ) बाल न्याय (काळजी आणण सींरक्षण) कायदा
इ)

लैंचगक अत्यािारापासून बालकाींिे सींरक्षण (पोक्सो) कायदा

४. जो बालवििाह होऊ घातला आहे त्याबाबत तातडीने कोणाला माहहती द्यािी? (एक पयााय तनिडा)
अ)

बालवििाह प्रततबींध अचधकार

इ)

सरपींि

आ) जजल्हा न्यायाधीि

५. लोक आजह बालवििाहािी प्रिा पाळतात कारण- (एक पयााय तनिडा)
अ)

त्याींना कायद्यािी माहहती नसते

इ)

आपल्या आिडीच्या मुलासोबत मुल पळून जाण्यािी िक्यता असते

आ)

मुल ींना महत्त्ि हदले जात नाह

ववभाग ३:

बालवििाहाच्या घटना हाताळण्यासाठी इतर गटाींनाह प्रशिक्षक्षत केले पाहहजे असे तम्
ु हला िाटते का? असे
असल्यास,

ज्या

गटाला

तातडीने

प्रशिक्षणािी

गरज

आहे

अिा

एका

गटािे

नाि

सि
ु िा:

_______________________________________________________________

बालवििाहािे प्रमाण कमी करण्यासाठी अििा त्यािे उच्िाटन करण्यासाठी कोणती पािले उिलण्यािी गरज आहे
असे तम्
ु हाला िाटते? तम्
ु हाला सिाात जास्त महत्त्िाच्या िाटणार्या एका उपक्रमािी माहहती द्या:

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________

बालवििाहािे प्रमाण कमी करण्यासाठी तुमच्या मते महत्त्िािा उपक्रम

सिाात

महत्त्िाच्या

क्रमिार लािा.

उपक्रमानुसार

५ म्हणजे सिाात

महत्त्िािी आणण १ म्हणजे कमी
महत्त्िािी
१

कायदा सिक्त करा

३

मोहहमा आणण उपक्रमाींच्या माध्यमातून समाज प्रबोधन करा

२
४
५
६

५

४

३

२

१

कायद्यािी अींमलबजािणी कठोरपणे करा
मुल ींना शिकिा
मल
ु ाींना शिकिा

समाज माध्यम मोहहमा

स्िाक्षर :

हदनाींक:

ट प: या र्ॉमामधील सिा माहहती गोपनीय आहे आणण केिळ एसबीसी३ तसेि यतु नसेर्कडून सल्लामसलतीच्या

अींतगात मल्
ू याींकन करण्यासाठीि यािा िापर केला जाईल. प्रत्यक्ष ककीं िा अप्रत्यक्षररत्या तम
ु च्या नािािा िापर
कोठे ह केला जाणार नाह .
.
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Annexure 8: Our Rights: Spot Survey form sample
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